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Queen Elizabeth sends 
goodwishes to King 

AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty King Hussein 
received on Tuesday a message from Queen Elizabeth 
expressing regret at the news of his illness. She also 
conveyed her and Prince Philip’s best wishes for a full 
and speedy recovery. 
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Annan welcomes Sudan peace talks 

UNITED NATIONS (AFP) — U.N. chief Kofi Annan 
on Tuesday welcomed peace talks between the Khar- 
toum government and southern Sudanese rebels, and 
offered to mediate if so requested. In a statement 
issued here, Mr. Annan commended both sides, which 
opened the peace talks in Addis Ababa on Tuesday, 
for agreeing to a three-month ceasefire on humanitar- 
ian grounds in the famine-ravaged south. But he 
expressed concern that the situation in southern Sudan 
would worsen unless a negotiated settlement was 
reached without delay. He called on the parties to 
“redouble their efforts for a political solution, and 
stands ready to contribute to those efforts, if request- 
ed by the parties and the mediators,* the statement 
said. 
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Regent calls for patience 
on King’s homecoming 

Doctor: Outcome of second chemotherapy session, 
due Aug. 20, will determine Monarch’s return date 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
i Royal Highness Crown 
prince Hassan, the Regent, 
Tuesday reassured Jordani- 
ans about His Majesty King 
Hussein's health and called 
onrihe people to.be patient 
about die homecoming of 
the King who is undergo- 
.ing treatment at Mayo Clin- 
ic in the U.S. 

“There is nothing to 
worry about The treatment 
is going fine and the King's 
beaMi is reassuring and his 
morale is high. He is being 
briefed on the details of our 
life as if he is amongst us,” 
added the Regent in state- 
ments to the media after 
presiding over a Cabinet 
meeting. 

: “tf you were to listen to 
our telephone conversations 
you would ask: ‘What is the 
problem?’ The problem is 
the geographical distance, 
but he is close to everything 
that is going on.” Prince 
Hassan noted. 

He told reporters *T have 
no idea about the time King 
Hussein will return home. I 
am not a physician, I am the 
King's brother. I do not 
betiavc . that any- Jordanian 
wishes our ; King fly back to" 
Amm an before he com- 
pletes his medical treat- 
ment People should be 
patient” 

Earlier the King’s private 
physician Dr. Samir Fairaj 
said in a statement to Al 
Sharq Al Awsat daily pub- 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan talks to the press after attending the Cabinet 
session tm Tuesday (Photo by Youssef ‘Allan) 


lished in London that the 
King’s treatment at Mayo 
Clinic is progressing well 
and the King is responding 
very well. 

Dr. Farraj was quoted as 
saying that King Hussein is 
taking his meals regularly 
and undergoing physical 
exercises -in the rooming 
and evening among other 
activities. 

Asked about the time 
when he is due to return to 
Jordan, Dr. Farraj said that 
this will be decided upon 
the advise of the doctors 
supervising his treatment, 
noting that it also depends 


on the outcome of the sec- 
ond session of chemothera- 
py due on August 20 at the 
latest. 

Regent reiterates 

support for PNA 

In his remarks to the 
media after the Cabinet ses- 
sion, Prince Hassan 
expressed hope for an end 
to the current impasse in 
peace making and said that 
it is too early to judge the 
current negotiations 

between the Palestinian 
National Authority and 
Israel. 


The Prince who reiterated 
Jordan’s support for the 
Palestinian people to regain 
their rights on their national 
soil said: “We await what 
the coming days will bring 
to us." 

He also pointed out that 
technical points have been 
discussed in detail and it 
remains to be seen whether 
the region will witness 
progress towards compre- 
hensive peace or retreat to 
the no-war-no-peace situa- 
tion which would lead to 
further tension. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Upon King’s directives and Regent’s orders 

Ensour sets up an independent 
panel to investigate water crisis 
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By Ahmad Khatib 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan. the Regent, Tues- 
day ordered the formation 
of an independent commit- 
tee of inquiry to investigate 
the current water crisis. 

} “His Majesty King Hus- 
sein has issued directives to 
look for the truth regarding 
the water issue," Prince 
Hassan told reporters after 
chairing a Cabinet session. 
The Prince ordered the 
forming of an investigation 
committee from outside the 
Water Ministry and maybe 
by the Ministry of Justice. 

The Regent also called cm 
the : authorities to make 
available alternative 
sources of water as one of 
the main priorities for pub- 
lic spending. 


Prince Hassan underlined 
the need to give due atten- 
tion to the leakage of water 
from the water networks. 

He emphasised the fact 
that people are concerned 
with securing fresh and 
clean water sources. He 
warned against attempts by 
some “who might try to 
whip up this issue for 
objectives." 

in response to the 
Regent’s directives, Acting 
Prime Minis ter Abdullah 
Ensour instantly formed a 
committee to deal with the 
drinking water crisis which 
started in the first week of 
July when western Amman 
residents complained that 
the water reaching their 
homes was polluted. 

The co mmi ttee will be 
chaired by Eid Lawzi, the 
Justice Ministry’s secretary 
general and includes 


Ibrahim Badran, the direc- 
tor general of Palestinian 
affairs at the Prime Min- 
istry, and Mohammed 
Adaileh as well as repre- 
sentatives of the general 
corporation for environ- 
ment protection at the Min- 
istry of Municipal Affairs, 
the Royal Medical Services 
and the University of Jor- 
dan. 

According to Dr. Ensour, 
the committee will deter- 
mine the sources of larvae 
as well as worms found and 
the source of bad odour, 
study the method followed 
by the Ministry of Water 
and Irrigation and the Min- 
istry of Health in testing 
water, determine the negli- 
gent party responsible for 
the failure in maintaining 
the water treatment sta- 
tions, study the policies and 
procedures of the Ministry 


of Water, and examine the 
qualifications of the min- 
istry’s technical staff. 

The committee will sub- 
mit its report within two 
weeks. Dr. Ensour added. 

Meanwhile, a parliamen- 
tary committee yesterday 
challenged the govern- 
ment's contention that 
“human and operational 
errors” at the main Za i 
Treatment Plant (ZTP) 
feeding the capital were the 
cause of the crisis, for the 
second day in a row. 

Muntber Haddadin, min- 
ister of water and irrigation, 
said last week that officers 
manning the ZTP should 
have reduced the volume of 
water passing through the 
filters and should have 
increased the amount of 
carbon used to 

(Continued on page 7) 


King Fahd will leave hospital in £ 2 or 3 days’ 
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RIYADH (AFP) — Saudi 

Ring Fahd will be discharged 
frwi hospital in “two or three 
days” after undergoing minor 
smgay fcr an inflamed colon, 
aSaudi official told AFP. 

“Hie kings health is good 
aodbeshould leave hospital in 
the next two or three days,” 


anonymity, 

The kmg, who is in his late- 
70s, was.hospfcalised Sunday. 
A statement ■from the royal 
palace Monday the king 
11311 puss removed from his 
abdomm under- local anaes- 

tfaetic foQowfng an mflamma- 
honof the cokm. 

The scasemetS said die king 
Wou W spend several days in 


the King Faisal Specialist Hos- 
pital in Riyadh, the b«t 
equipped medical facility in 
the kingdom. 

A diplomatic source told 
AFP die king had suffered 
from a serious illness at bis 
bane in the Red Sea port of 
Jeddah from which he had 
recovered But his doctors had 
asked for hospital tests as a 
precaution. 

Sunday's hospitalisation was 
the latest alarm over die health 
of the monarch. He was ho^ri- 
ta&sed in March suffering 
from an inflamed gall bladder 
and in November 1995 after 
suffering a stroke. 

Meanwhile, Saudi Crown 
Prince Abdullah Ben Abdul 



King Fahd 

Aziz, who has in he past ruled 
he kingdom while Ms half- 
brother is ill, resumed his tour 
of the south-west Baha. region 
cm Tuesday. 

Prince Abdullah suspended 


his tour Sunday when news of 
the kin g ’s hospitalisation was 
announced. 

King Fahd appeared relaxed 
in a Saudi television broadcast 
late on Sunday from the 
Riyadh hospital ante where he 
was admitted fa medical tests. 

After a first broadcast that 
showed him weak, died and in 
a wheelchair just after his 
admission, die second showed 
him smiling and chattin g with 
Saudi princes. 

King Fahd, believed to have 
been bom in 1921, has reigned 
fa 16 years ova: a country 
which is the world’s largest 
petroleum producer and 
eqxjnea; and bolds a quarter of 
its ofl reserves. 


Butler leaves Baghdad after Iraq’s 
refusal to extend UNSCOM probe 


CHIEF UN. arms inspector 
Richard Butter said on Tues- 
day that Iraq had rejected his 
proposal to extend Ms work on 

mi«ile and rJwmiral weapons 
for another month and instead 
demanded he dose Ms files 
immediately. 

Me Butter, who cut short Ms 
Baghdad visit, said on arrival 
in Bahrain that the request was 
submitted to Mm by Deputy 
Prime Minister Tareq Aziz 
during talks in the Iraqi capital 

‘7 was disappointed that Mr. 
Aziz was not prepared to 
accept my suggestion of a fur- 
ther accelerated work pro- 
gramme," Ml Butler told 
Reuters in an interview. 

“I told Mm that I believed 
that if we efid that wok pro- 
gramme fa the next four a 
five weeks and experienced 
full Iraqi cooperation, 1 could 
have been in a position to 
report to the Security Council 
the end a very near the end of 
the missil e and chemical 
weapons files. 

‘That [extension of the work 
programme] would have been 
important achievements,” he 
said. 

Ml Butter and Ms 19-strong 
tea m meiiirffng Ms deputy 
Charles Duelfer flew to 
Bahrain from Baghdad after 
running into serious difficul- 
ties in Ms talks with Iraqi offi- 
cials. 



Richard Butler talks to the press upon arrival in Bahrain 
on Tuesday (AF photo) 


Bahrain is the field head- 
quarters of UK missi ons As- 
hing Iraq to eliminate weapons 
of mass destruction in line 
with 1991 Gulf war cease-fire 
terms. 

“He [Aziz] has demanded 
that I report to die Council that 
all disarmament is already 
completed. I don’t have suffi- 
cient evidence to do that 
report," Ml Butler said, 
adding: “Naturally, I said 1 
couldn't do what tie asked." 

Meanwhile, Russia and 
France warned against fuelling 
tensions. 

‘It is now extremely impor- 
tant not to stoke tensions over 
Iraq but to steer things toward 


continuing normal coopera- 
tion between Iraq and the UN. 
Special Commissioa to fulfil 
completely the UN. Security 
Council resolutions,” Russian 
Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Vladimir Rakhmanin told a 
news b riefing in Moscow. 

“The Russian side intends to 
act in tins spirit,” he added 
The French Foreign Min- 
istry said in a statement “We 
are worried by indications 
from Ml Butler about the lad: 
of progress in talks with Iraq.” 
“We repeat that good co- 
operation between UNSCOM 
[the United Nations Special 
Commission] and Iraq is nec- 
essary and unavoidable if 


sanctions imposed by the 
Security Council are to be lift- 
ed," it added 

Ml Butter said be would fly 
to New York later on Tuesday 
to report to the Security Coun- 
cil on Thursday nwtning and it 
would be fa the Council to 
decide the next step. 

Asked what be would do 
next. Ml Butter said: “My job 
is to return to New Yak to 
repot this stage of affairs to 
the Security Council. I can't go 
into details until I do that. 

“It’s up to the Security 
Council to decide where we go 
next 1 can’t really go beyond 
tiiat 

T am not gang to charac- 
terise tire talks as failure. They 
are what they are and the 
results of them have b een 
taken to New Yak." 

Iraq is reeling under crip- 
pling UN. trade and econom- 
ic sanctions imposed after its 
faces invaded Kuwait in 
August, 1990. The sanctions 
are unlikely to be lifted until 
weapons inspectors certify tiiat 
Iraq is free from prohibited 
weapons. 

UN. Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan in February averted a 
threatened attack against Iraq 
by U.S. and British forces 
massed in the Gulf when he 
negotiated an agreement 
promising UN. weapons 
reams access to all sites for 
inspection. 


PNA rejects Israeli pullback proposals 


RAMALLAH (AFP) — 
Palestinians rejected on 
Tuesday Israel’s latest pro- 
posals for new troop with- 
drawals from the West 
Bank, bur they stopped 
short of carrying out a 
threat to break off negotia- 
tions. 

Palestinian officials said 
the ideas, presented by 
Israel on Monday, set unac- 
ceptable limits on Palestin- 
ian control over the 13 per 
cent more of West Bank 
land which would be trans- 
ferred to some form of self- 
rule under a U.S .-drafted 
peace proposal. 

“The ideas were com- 
pletely rejected by us," said 
Nabil Abu Rudeina, a top 
aide to Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) head 
Yasser Arafat. 

Speaking in Ramallah, 
Mr. Arafat said: ‘What was 
presented to us yesterday 
has nothing to do with the 
American initiative and 
signed agreements.” 

He said Monday’s 
encounter between Israeli 
and Palestinian negotiators 
had been no more success- 
ful than six similar meet- 
ings over the previous two 
weeks in trying to break a 
17-month deadlock in 
peace talks. 


Kahalani in Amman Thursday 


By Ghadeer Taber 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Israeli Minister of Internal 
Security Avigdor Kahalani will visit Jordan 
Thursday fa talks with His Royal Highness 
CrowD Prince Hassan, the Regent, on ways 
of trying to breathe new life into the faltering 
Middle East peace process, a Jordanian offi- 
cial said Tuesday. 

The visit by the head of the Third Way 
Party, a member of Prime Minister 
Benyaroin Netanyuhu’s right-wing coalition 
in the Knesset, follows recent visits by four 
prominent members of the opposition to the 
Kingdom, and comes as peace talks with 
Israel could be suspended because of Israel's 
failure to present acceptable proposals for 
breaking a 16-month-old deadlock. 

Head of the Labour Party Ehud Barak, For- 
mer Prime Minister Shimon Petes, labour 
Knesset member Yossi Beilin visited Jordan 
last month and discussed with His Majesty 


King Hussein and Prince Hassan the stalled 
Israeli -Pal e stinian track. Meretz Party leader 
Yossi Sarid Monday held talks with the 
Crown Prince. 

“Mr. Kahlani is coming here as head of the 
Third Way Party, which could hold the bal- 
ance of power in the right-wing coalition, 
rather than as minister of internal security” 
said a senior official. “Of course, bilateral 
issues could come up but that will not be the 
focus of the discussions.” 

The Third Way, which has four members 
among the 63-member right-wing coalition 
in the 120-seat Knesset, has shown flexibili- 
ty towards a political settlement with the 
Palestinians and could support an Israeli sec- 
ond and third troop redeployment from the 
West Bank. 

However, the party, wMch derives its sup- 
port from forma hawks of the Labour Party 
and moderate Likud members, is 


(Continued on page 7) 


But he stopped short of 
carrying out an earlier 
threat to break off negotia- 
tions if the latest meeting 
yielded no breakthrough. 

“We are still studying the 
issue” of whether to pursue 
the talks, he said. 

Mr. Abu Rudeina went on 
to demand “an American 
intervention on the highest 
level to save the U.S. initia- 
tive” and the peace process. 


Israel for its part called 
for further negotiations. 

“We must continue inten- 
sive direct negotiations and 
not cany them out via the 
media," declared Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu, adding that 
Israel had not yet been 
informed officially of the 
Palestinian rejection. 

Government spokesman 
Moshe Fogel demanded 


more Palestinian flexibility. 

“The Palestinians can’t sit 
with their hands folded and 
expect us to give in, they 
can't expect Israel to come 
with a series of conces- 
sions," he told AFP. 

“The differences have 
been so narrowed that it’s 
not going to take a big jump 
to bridge the gaps. But it 

(Continued on page 7) 


Egypt expects U.S. to make 
proposal public ‘Aug. 10’ 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt said on 
Tuesday it expected the Unit- 
ed States to go public shortly 
with details of a plan aimed 
at reviving the stalled Middle 
East peace process. 

“We expect tiiat the U.S 
would go public with its ini- 
tiative and its results around 
August 10" Presidential 
Adviser Osama Al Baz, who 
has mediated between Pales- 
tinians and Israelis, told 
reporters on Tuesday. 

“The coming few days will 
reveal the fate of the Ameri- 
can initiative," he said. 

Ml Baz gave no details 
about the dale but Arab coun- 
tries have been calling on the 
United States to declare the 
results of informal talks with 
Israel and die Palestinians. 


The United States is 
proposing that Israel hand 
ova to the Palestinians 13 
pa cent more West Bank 
land over three months and 
that Palestinians take security 
measures against militan ts. 

Palestinians have agreed 
but Israel says it is ready to 
withdraw from oily nin e pa 
cent of the West B ank. 

In a three-way summit in 
Cairo last month Jordanian, 
Egyptian and Palestinian 
leaders said any Arab action 
would be taken only after the 
United States had exhausted 
its proposal. 

“If the United States hits a 
dead end then it should not be 
left alone feeing Israel," \ Mr. 
Baz said. 


Barak: Israel must 
take risks for peace 


WASHINGTON (Rj — Israeli 
opposition leader Ehud Barak, 
on a US. visit criticised by 
Israel’s government, called 
Tuesday cm the Jewish state to 
take calculated risks for a peace 
deal with the Palestinians while 
it had the chance. 

Mr. Barak said at a press 
breakfast that if the present win- 
dow of opportunity slipped 
away, Israel risked turning inio a 
new Bosnia or Northern Ireland. 

Ml Barak said he and other 
Labour Party leaders were visit- 
ing Washington to meet US. 
officials and membos of Con- 
gress to show there were differ- 
ent views in Israel, despate 
charges by the ruling Likud 
Party that the trip could harm 
the country. 


The visit came as direct talks 
betweai Israel and the Palestini- 
ans appeared deadlocked, with 
the two sides no nearer agree- 
ment on a US. initiative to 
break more than 16 months erf 
paralysis. 

Me Barak said that to win 
long-term security, Israel need- 
ed to “separate ourselves physi- 
cally from the Palestinians,” to 
reach a peace agreement with 
than and to end conflicts with 
its Arab neighbours, while pre- 
serving security “red lines.” 

It should be “ready to take 
certain calculated risks in enter 
to avoid the alternative winch 
might become inevitably a re- 
eruption of violence in the Mid- 
dle East," he said. 
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Arafat turns 69 


RAMALLAH (AFP) — 
Palestinian President Yass- 
er Arafat turned 69 on 
Tuesday, but his birthday 
was marred by a new set- 
back in the troubled peace 
process with Israel and 
nagging concerns about 
the state of his health. 

Aides said they planned 
to present Mr. Arafat with 
a cake to celebrate his 
birthday, but only late at 
night following one of the 
Palestinian leader’s typi- 
cally busy days. 

Mr. Arafat travelled early 
Tuesday from his Gaza 
City headquarters to the 
West Bank city of Ramal- 


lah where he held talks 
with visiting Romanian 
Prime Minister Radu 
Vasile and scheduled a 
series of high-level meet- 
ings, including a gathering 
of the PLO Executive 
Committee. 

Belying rumours that he 
is suffering from Parkin- 
son’s Disease or other seri- 
ous illnesses, Mr. Arafat 
appeared lively and 

relaxed at a joint press 
conference with Mr. Vasile 
during which he 

denounced Israel's latest 
position in the beleaguered 
peace process (See story 
on page 1). 


Rumours that his health 
was failing notably sur- 
faced after television 
appearances last year dur- 
ing which Mr. Arafat 
appeared weak and dis- 
tracted with his lower Up 
trembling uncontrollably. 

Mr. Arafar’s doctors have 
denied rumours he was 
suffering from Parkinson's 
Disease, a debilitating but 
non-fatal nerve disorder. 

But they acknowledged 
that the ageing leader grap- 
pled with bouts of depres- 
sion and fatigue, notably 
due to frustration linked to 
the stalled peace process. 


Saudi crown prince’s son 
in Tehran for private visit 


RIYADH (AFP.) — Saudi 
Prince Turki Ibn Abdullah, 
son of the Crown Prince 
Abdullah Ibn Abdul Aziz, 
began a private visit to Iran 
on" Tuesday, an Iranian 
diplomat based in Riyadh 
told AFP. 

The one-week visit will 
include a meeting with 
Iran's President Moham- 
mad Khatami and former 
President Ali Akbar 
Has he mi Rafsanjani, the 
diplomat said. 


Ties between Tehran and 
Riyadh have thawed since 
Mr. Khatami's election in 
May 1997 and the Organi- 
sation of the Islamic Con- 
ference's December meet- 
ing in Tehran, which 
Prince Abdullah attended. 

Mr. Rafsanjani under- 
took an official ten-day 
visit to Saudi Arabia in 
February this year, fol- 
lowed by a visit from Iran- 
ian Foreign Minister 
Kama! Kharazi. 


Last week. Prince 
Abdullah and Mr. Khatami 
spoke on the telephone, 
following Iran's announce- 
ment that it had tested a 
new missile with a range of 
1.300 kilometres. 

Iran's foreign ministry 
spokesman Mahmmoud 
Mohammadi has said 
Iran's new missile strength 
was "essentially defensive 
and will not be used first 
against any other country." 


Kurdish rebel group accuses 
rival of killing local leader 


CAIRO < AP) — One of the 
main Kurdish groups in 
northern Iraq on Tuesday 
accused a Turkish rebel fac- 
tion of killing one of its local 
leaders by booby-trapping 
his house. 

Delshad Miran. a 
spokesman for the Kurdistan 
[Democratic Party (KDP). 
said KDP leader Khalid Taw- 
fiq and his family were killed 
Sunday iathe explosion. 

He blamed fighters from 


the Kurdish Workers Party, or 
PKK. of Turkey. 

The KDP. which shares 
control over the enclave with 
the Patriotic Union of Kurdis- 
tan. has been fighting the 
PKK. PKK fighters cany out 
attacks on Turkey from their 
bases in northern Iraq. 

Mr. Miran, reached in Lon- 
don by phone from Cairo, 
accused the PKK of planting 
explosives in Tasyfiq's house 
in Dohuk, 60 kilometres 


south of the Turkish border. 
Tawfiq headed the KDP 
branch in Dohuk. 

The blast killed Tawfiq, his 
wife and four children. Mr. 
Miran said. 

“Dus is a heinous and ter- 
rorist crime against our party 
and our people." Mr. Miran 
said. 

The KDP has been helping 
the Turkish army in its cam- 
paigns to ay to shut down 
PKK bases in Iraq. 


Iran says victims of Iraqi 
chemical attacks file case 


TEHRAN iR) — Iranians 
wounded by Iraqi chemical 
weapons in their 1980-88 
war have lodged a complaint 
against die weapons' users 
and suppliers, including sev- 
eral Western governments, an 
Iranian military official said 
in remarks published on 
Tuesday. 

"A group of victims hare 
filed complaints to 
international bodies calling 
for condemnation of perpe- 
trators of these crimes and 
their accomplices, as well as 
demanding compensation for 
their sufferings." said 
Mohammad Baqer 

Nik’khah. 


He accused the United 
States, Britain. Germany. 
France, the former Soviet 
Union and Spain of provid- 
ing Iraq with chemical 
weapons. 

Mr. Nik'khah. an official at 
the Foundation for Safe- 
guarding the Values of the 
Sacred Defence, did not 
name the international bodies 
to which the victims had 
applied 

In remarks published in (he 
daily Tehran Times, he said 
some 10.000 Iranians were 
killed and 50.000 wounded 
by Iraqi chemical weapons 
during the war. The founda- 
tion looks after veterans nf 


the conflict, which is known 
in Iran as the sacred defence. 

“The indifferent reaction of 
the international community 
towards Iraq's chemical 
attacks encourage this coun- 
try- to continue its heinous 
crimes against humanity." 
Mr. Nik'khah said. 

"Our judiciary has failed to 
cither pursue the case itself or 
to take the nutter to an 
international forum for prop- 
er proceedings." In April 
1997. a number of the vic- 
tims staged a protest in front 
of the German embassy in 
Tehran against firms that sup- 
plied chemical weapons to 
Iraq. 


More than 
20 killed 
in Algeria 
— press 


ALGIERS (AFP) — More 
than 20 people were killed by 
armed Islamic groups in week- 
end violence in Algeria, the 
country's press reported Tues- 
day. 

Nine members of a self- 
defence group were shot Satur- 
day near Bouira, 100 kilome- 
tres east of Algiers, the daily A1 
Khobar said, without giving 
details. 

Newspapers meanwhile 
gave differing tolls from an 
ambush reported earlier on a 
coach near Saida south-west 
of Algiers, on Sunday. 

Most papers reported the 
official loll of 12 dead and six 
injured, saying the coach had 
come under fire, and said 12 
attackers were killed immedi- 
ately afterwards by security 
forces. 

La Tribune, however, said 27 
people died when attackers, 
dressed as police officers, 
stopped the coach at a road 
block and killed the passengers 
one by one by cutting their 
throats. 

The bodies of a shepherd and 
his son, kidnapped Thursday 
by an armed Islamist group, 
were found Monday with their 
throats cut near the town of 
Tenes, west of Algiers, the 
regional daily Le Quotklien 
d'Oran reported 


Vasile visits 
Romanian 
workers in 
Israel 


MODDN (AP) — Excited 
Romanian workers welcomed 
visiting Prime Minister Radu 
Visile to their hostel on Tues- 
day, plying him with their per- 
sonal stories and complaints. 

Mr. Vasile listened intently as 
33-year-oki Stoika Samir told 
him he had not been paid in two 
months, and that no one seemed 
to care. 

“I must analyse this with the 
ambassador." Mr. Vasile told 
Mr. Samir, shaking his hand. 
Laitx in a meeting with other 
Romanian workers in the cen- 
tral Israel town Modiin. Mr. 
Vasile announced he would 
appoint an embassy official to 
help the workers with tbeir 
prcMems. 

Some 60/100 Romanian 
workers — the largest group of 
foreign workers in the asm try 
— are officially employed in 
Israel, mamly in constmctoxi. 
They cam up to S1.20O a 
month — It) times higher than 
the average salary in Romania. 

"We are very excited that the 
prime nxrnistercame to see how 
we live with his own eyes." said 
construction worker Daniel 
Gia, 43. after Mr. Vasile visited 
the room he shores with another 
worker in the hostel. 


VOICES FROM WITHIN: Famed Arab poet Samih A1 Qassem talks at a press conference yesterday, horns before 
his recital, the highlight of the Jerash Festival's poetry sessions, along with Mo'een and Nuhad Shamshoum, the 
directors of the Nazareth-based Mawal Folklore Troupe who will be performing A1 Qassem's 'Operate At Bril' (The 
home operetta) which tackles the issue of Jerusalem and the dispossessed Arab Jerusalemites who will one day 
come back home/ Al Qassem and the Mawal troupe complained that some reporters have suggested that Mawal's 
performance is a form of normalisation between the Jerash Festival and Israel, since they are Arab-Israelis (a term 
the troupe rejects and wants replaced by the term Arab citizens in Israel), saying that Arabs living in Israel should 
be embraced by the Arab World instead of being rejected as Israeli nationals. Operate Al Beit will be performed at 
Jerash's Northern Theatre next Thursday and Friday (Photo by Yousef 'Allan) 


Kuwait intercepts ships allegedly 
violating U.N. embargo on Iraq 


KUWAIT (AP) — The 
Kuwaiti coast guard has 
intercepted two wooden 
boats that apparently 
were violating the U.N. 
trade embargo against 
Iraq, Kuwait’s Interior 
Ministry said Tuesday. 

The boats were seized 
in Kuwait's territorial 
waters on Sunday, the 
ministry's spokesman, 
CoL Bader Saleh, told 
The Associated Press. 


He said the boats, reg- 
istered in the United 
Arab Emirates and 
manned by 13 Asian 
sailors, were carrying 
dates and fertilizer from 
Iraq. Saleh gave no other 
details. 

Scores of ships have 
been intercepted in ihe 
Gulf * since the United 
Nations- imposed eco- 
nomic sanctionsi on Iraq 
after its 1990 invasion of 


Kuwait. 

The sanctions ban air 
travel to and from the 
country and international 
trade of ail commodities, 
including oil. 

The U.N. Security 
Council has said the 
sanctions will not be lift- 
ed until U.N. inspectors 
certify that Iraq has com- 
plied with resolutions 
calling for the elimina- 
tion of its weapons of 


mass destruction. 

Iraq says it has 
destroyed its weaponry 
and has demanded that 
the sanctions be lifted. 
Baghdad has called on 
Arab countries to ignore 
the trade ban and has 
actively sought to cir- 
cumvent it with ship- 
ments of goods overland 
to neighboring countries 
and via the Gulf. 


South Lebanon truce committee 
meets on Israeli complaint 


NAQOURA (AFP) — 
The international com- 
mittee monitoring u truce 
in southern Lebanon met 
Tuesday to discuss an 
Israeli complaint over a 
bombing that killed an 
Israeli-allied militiaman 
and his sister, officials 
said. 

The panel convened at 
11:00 a.m. (0800 GMT) 
at the United Nations 
headquarters in the south- 
ern port city of Naqoura. 
near the Israeli border. 


the officials said. 

Israel filed the protest 
after a South Lebanon 
Army (SLA) militiaman 
and his 12-year-old sister 
were killed by a roadside 
bomb Friday near Jc/zinc 
just outside the Israeli- 
occupied border strip in 
southern Lebanon. 

The militiaman, identi- 
fied as Nahil iskaudar. 
18. died instantly while 
his sister Sniam was 
rushed to a hospital in 
northern Israel but died 


later from her injuries. 

No group claimed 
responsibility for the 
blast. 

The committee, which 
groups representatives 
from France. Israel. 
Lebanon. Syria and the 
United States. was 
formed in April 1996 to 
oversee a truce between 
Israel and Shiite Muslim 
Hizbullah members. 

The Iranian-hacked 
Hizbollah spearheads the 
members resistance to 


Israel's 20-year occupa- i 
rion of southern Lebanon. 

The truce agreement 
bans fighters from both ; 
sides from targeting civil- . 
ians or launching attacks ; 
from civilian areas. 

A total of 13 Lebanese 
civilians have been killed 
and 65 wounded in the . 
violence in southern 1 
Lebanon so far this year, 
according to an AFP 
count. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 4773111-19 


PROGRAMME TWO 

■ 15:10 Mr. Bogus Show 

I 15:30 Children's Programme 
— Halfway - in Cross the 
Galaxy and Tum Left 

16:00 The Album Show 

17:00 Doc. — Ushuaia 

18:15 .Acapulco Bay 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 Science Magazine — E=.W 

19:30 News headlines 

19:35 ....Comedy — Buddies 
20:00 Doc. — Envoy Special 
Magazine 

20 :30 Faces and Places 

21:10 Kung Fu 

22:00 New sin English 

22 JO —..Hiroshima fpt. D 

00: 10 EndofT.X. 
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PRAYER TIMES 


04:21 


05:48 

. ...(Sunrise )Duha 

12:42 


16'” 


21:05 

‘Isha 


CHURCHES 


Sl Mary of Nazareth Church 
SweSeh. Tel. 5920740 
Assemblies nf God Church Tel. 
4o?rS5 

Sl Joseph Church Tel 
4624590 

Terra Sands Church Td. 
4622366 


Angjkan Church 
4624853/4624811. 

Sl Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Chard* Tel. 771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 865897 

German-speaking Evangelical 

Congregation Tfcl. 56SM04 
The Ev an gelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. Sl 12^5 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Td. 4654932 
SL John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College TeL 5661757 
Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 

4646138 

Church of Presentation. Swd- 
BefaTd. 5920146 
The L’niate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English-Language 
CatboGc Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
462S052 

The Armenian Catholic 
Church TeL 77133! 

The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 775261 


In Aqaba. ;t will be hoL winds 
northerly moderate, and seas 
calm. 


Amman 22/35 

Aqaba 20/42 

Deserts _2!/?S 

Jordan Valley 27/41 


Yesterday's hieh temperatures: 
Amman 34. Aqaba 42 
Humidity readings - Amman 
29 per ccn:. Aqaba 30 per 
cent. 


Yacouh pharmacy 4 (*4444 5 
Shmefemni pharmacy 4637660 

Nairookh pharmacy .. 4023672 

Nsjlb pharmacy . . .5347632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Mohammad AI 

Shari* 71605X8 

Al Quds pharmacy i — j 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Wafid Hated) .9S27U9 

Khalifeh pharmacy ...y.S54l7 



J Electricity Authority .581 5615 

Electric Power Co. 4636381 

RJ Flight Information ,..44- 

53200 

Queen Alia Irtl. Airport ...44-53201) 


HOSPITALS 


EMERGENCIES 


Following are the highest Tem- 
peratures expected inday in the 
follow mg area.; 


AJbun 
Jerash .. 
I'm Qsw 
Madaba . 
Petra 
Dead Sea 


.. 30 

...35 

....34 

.. .37 

. 43 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT Dm' 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the 
Department of \1eieoroin$y 
Relative hot weather condi- 
tions will prevail today with 
winds northwesterly moderate. 


Dr. WaUd AJ Masri .....5675485 
Dr. Ahmad Manna 1 ... 5553413 
Dr, Yousef Rashid — .4S7jr*92 
Dr. Jum‘a Abu Dhiab.475SS48 

Firas pharmacy 21661912 

Al Asema pharmacy ... 4637055 
AI Salam pharmacy 4636730 


Fu»>d C«»ntinl Centre. ....46371 1 1 
CK-d DefinreDq3»unera5MilIII 
Coil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue 463034) 

Chil Defence Emergency..., 199 

RauicKte M14h21 1 1 1.4637777 

Fire Bngade 461 7 KH 

Blood Bank 4775 1 21 

Hrj hwa> Mice <343402 

Traffic Pbbcc, 4S96390 

Public Security Dept 4630321 

Hrtri Complaints 5605800 

Price Complaints 5661 176 

ScwisagrC-xnptarr, 4JW74S7 
Amman Municipality Com- 

plaints.—.- 47.S7IIJ 

Telephone Information ‘dirccu*- 

r> assistance/ __ 121 

Overseas Calls .....010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 4623101 

Alxiali Tel. Repairs 5661 101 

Jordan Television 4773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 47741 11 

Water Autiwriiv 5680100 


AMMAN: 

The ArrihCenuc fur Heart ml Spe> 

ualSugov 5921199 

lhcLstan>c.ANj& .5666131/7 

Husscm Makati Come Td. 
WWh 

Luanda .4630195 

Khaluli Maternity 4644281/6 

AfciJeh Maternity 4642441/2 

Jahal Amman Maternity 
4642362 

Maflus, J. Amman .4636140 

Palestine. Shmcrum .. .5WJ707I 
Shmnsarti Hospital . . 5669131 
University Hospital . ...5353444 
Al-Muashcr Hospital 5667227/9 

Al-AhlL Abdali 5664164/6 

liahan. Al-Muhajrocn 4777101/3 

Al -Bashir. 4775111/26 

Arniy.Maka 4X9|6| i/js 

Queen Alia Hospital 560224030 

Amal Hospital 5674)55 

ZARQA: 

Zanja Govt. Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zaxxja National Hswpital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital .-.^09)986732 
Al Milana Modem Hospital 

— (09 >99099 

IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 


Greek 

102)275555 

Catholic Hospital 
<021272275 

Ibn At 

Nafccs Ht^spilal 
«fP)?47inn 

AQABA: 

Princess 

(03)314)11 

Hayn Hi^ul 


RomeiRJi 

JV.-25 ..r-'rjiikfun. Berlin i RJ> 

00:15 Beirut <RJj 

01:05 Cairo (RJ i 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


Tim information is supplied 
by Royal Jordanian (RJ) infor- 
mation department at the 
Queen Alia International Air- 
port Td. (44)53200 where it 
should always be verified. 
Information on oilier flights 
are supplied on phone 44 
(527001 nr 44(532501. 
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....Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 
Sanaa IRJ.' 
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ARRIVALS 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

FQffhis 

07JO Damawus fRJt 

09j 30 Jeddah (RJ) 

09:55 Lamaca (RJ> 

09:55 Duhai, Ahu Dhabi (RJ > 
10:45 .....Doha, Bahrain (RJt 
I5rf5 .NewYiri'.AawwnlsffltRJ) 

I7s30 Madrid (RJ) 

10:05 Istanbul (RJ) 

18:05 Paris (RJ) 

18:40 .Brusscts. Geneva (RJ) 
19:10 London, Vienna (RJ) 


Royal Wings |RW» 

Amman tQAlAi 

(Then proceeds tn Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 

Aqabaian-iunvar 

Mark a Airport I (RW) 

19:20 Tel Aviv iQAIA i rRw. 
23:50 Amman tMarka Air- 
portWRW 


Other Flights 

06:35 L am aC a (CV* ‘ 

07 JO Paris (AFi 

09:20 ..London iBA* : 

11:30 Ta'iz, Sanaa (IV) 1 

12:45 Kuwait (KVi . 

14:00 Jeddah (SV) ■ j 

14:15 Cairo (MS)' " 

15:00 Bahrain. Muscat iGF) 

15:10 Tunis (TV) ; 

15:50 Vienna (OS l : ' 

17:20 Sharjah (AH) 

17:20 ...Dubai 

20:30 Ahu Dhabi. Karachi fPK' 

23:55 ...Beirut tAlEi 

OO’JO AntalwlT^'; 

00:40 Damascus, AnwcrdanitKLi 
03:45 .... Beirut. Athens lOA) 





departures 


Lamaca ( RJ t 

09:00 Amsterdam. N'c^ Vert (RJ. 

J* 1 !® R n mc f RJi 

* 2!4S Istanbul i RJ) 


Royal Wings (R\V> 

08:00 Aqaba (ftwfl 

Marka Airport (RW) 

09:30 Aqaba (from M«kJ ! 

t Airport) iRW) 

17:30 _Tel Aviv (fmm : 

Marka Airport) (RW) 

22:50 Aqaba (ftW 11 , 

QA1A) (RW) ! 
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Criticism of government reaches pitch 
as press calls for legal investigations 
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By Amy Henderson 

_ -•••'. Special 10 the Jordan Tones 

" AMMAN — Public criticism 
-of foe government reached a 
crescendo yesterday in Jor- 
dan’s press as it unleashed an 
M-scale attack cm the govern- 
ment of Abdul Salam. Majali 
. for nrismanaganent of the 
ongoing water crisis and urged 
dtizens to initiate akgal inves- 
tigation into possible official 
negligence. 

is (be right of any citizen 
to go to the prosecutor general 
■ and adc for an investigation of 
jgjese^ officials] and to 
approach the Padiaroenttodis- 
cuss the possibility of trying 
Jffiese officials] before die 
Higher Court of Justice on 

■ ffiqiges of harming nur mental 

..aoiljjhyacal well bong and for 
liECumnavigating and diluting 
/foeiiuth,” wnxe Jamil flimri, a 
jojummst for AI Arab AI 
Yawm. 

FBofo the weekly and the 
; “daily press have been busy 
_ jjiessiog the government for an 
explanation of cloudy, smdly 
and unpleasant tasting water 
flowing through Amman’s taps 
since mid-July, but have been 
met with a series of conflicting 
nflfcfal statements from the 
minis ters of health and water 
and irrigation about the water’s 
safety and the source of the 
problem. 

Reports by the ILS.-based 
Stanley Consultants — hired 
by the government to investi- 
gate the crisis — and by the 
Lower House Committee on 
Agriculture and Water reveal- 
ing that the water carries 


alarming levels of fecal mater- 
ial compounded anger and 
frustration, pushing both 
patience and confidence in the 

government to its limits. 

“It is high time that official 
circles say all that they know 
about our water; even if what 
must be said is not positive,” 
wrote Sultan Hanab. in an aiti- 
db entitled ‘We need a fama,*' 
published in the government- 
owned AlRa’L 

“There is nothing more die 
government can do to conceal 
this problem. We have seen 
many reports, foe latest of 
which is the Stanley report We 
will not speculate on its credi- 
bility. but we do hope that a 
Jorcteman report will be issued 
that will respect foe intelli- 
gence and the lives of foe pub- 
lic.” • 

Other writers said that foe 
scandal is symbolic of official 
coemption allowed to flourish 
for years. 

“We should refer anyone 
who is responsible for this to 
court and then to prison to set 
an example fix all who win 
follow,” wrote Jihad Al 
Momani in Al Dustout “Had 
we sent those to trial [in foe late 
80s] who were found trans- 
porting vegetable oil in sewage 
tanks or those whom foe previ- 
ous minister, scandalised by 
showing foe poor quality of 
our meat foe outdated medi- 
cine that we bought and the 
rotten fish, if even one trial bad 
happened, this [crisis] would 
not happen.” 

“The water issue is part of 
general negligence and part of 
the core of corruption and offi- 


cial laxity regarding what we 
eat and chink,” he said. 

Hie press, bumbled since the 
government's initiative against 
it which began last year, has 
recently grown increasingly 
bold in spite of a formidable 
atmosphere created by fos 
executive. The iiuroductioa of 
foe government’s draft press 
and publications law, foe recent 
announcement of skewed eco- 
nomic growth figures, the 
waiveahigofasefloffaf40per 
cent of foe Jordan Tfekcomrnu- 
nications Company to a strate- 
gic partner, and most recently, 
foe damning water repeats, 
have all provoked foe press 
bade into action. 

Even foe media’s voice of 
reason, Al Dustour Chief Efo- 
tor Nabfl Sherif, criticised the 
government-owned airing of a 
report on Australia’s water cri- 
sis. 

“As if officials want to say 
‘why are our citizens being so 
unjustifiably petty’ and to 
encourage us to look on foe 
bright side, as if to say Sve 
aren’t the only ones with a 
water problem.”’ 

Professional and women's 
associations yesterday also 
rained drear edtiesm on the 
government, calling for legal 
inquiries into government vio- 
lations of ‘health, standards 
and specifications” and as ked 
the Parliament to hold the gov- 
ernment accountable for its 
actions. 
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PSD investigates hanging death 
of 21 -year-old Jerash man 
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By Rana Hussdnl 

Jordan Tones Staff Reporter 
0 

AMMAN — Police are inves- 
tigating foe death of a 21-year- 
o\d man in Jerash, who on 
Tt^sday morning was found 
han ging from a tree, according 
to official sources.: : £ ; 

Munir Salem was found by 
his brothers at around 9’.30 
am. hanged in an olive grove 
in Burma town in Jerash, the 
source said. 

The source told the Jordan 
'limes Tuesday evening that 
Mr. Salem, unemployed, had 
been hanging for at least one 
day. 

“His family informed 


authorities that their son had 
been missing since Monday 
morning, until his brothers 
found him foe following 
morning in their grove,” foe 
source said. 

The source said that police 
are questioning the famil y of 
-foe victim to determine if foe 
cause of death was suicide or 
murder. 

Meanwhile, a 75-year-old 
man was killed after reported- 
ly drowning at a water reser- 
voir in the Balqa govemorate, 
according to Civil Defence 
Department (CDD) reports. 

CDD frogmen pulled foe 
victim, Talal Mohammad, 
from a private reservoir in foe 


Kafrein area at around 7:30 

am. 

An official source told the 
Jordan Tunes Tuesday 
evening that “prehminaiy 
investigation mfijrates rhqt it 
was-an accidental drowning.” 

‘The family, of foe victim 
infonned.-us that theft, father 
was a wanderer and had weak 
eye-sight, and that he probably 
fell in the reservoir;” the source 
said. 

The source added that foe 
family of foe victim informed 
foe authorities that foe victim 
had no enemies. 

The victim’s body was taken 
to South Shouneh Hospital for 
an autopsy, the source said. 
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What’s Going On 

Jerash Festival 

• Performance by Azifat Group of Ttimsia at foe North Theatre at 8:30 pm. 

• Jordanian play “Tagaseem AJ Anbaf” at Artimes Theatre at 8:30 pm 

• Perfbmiaiicetty Shenzhen Children's Art Ensemble of China at the Sound and Light The- 
atre at 8:30 pm 

• Performances by foe Jordan Armed Forces Orchestra (630 pm), Jordan’s Hannounab 
Group (7:00 pm). Mladost ftriklore Group of Slovakia (8:00 pmX foe Iraqi National Group 
(9:00 pm), Sakumoh Group of Zimbabwe (KMX) pm), and UJC Five-Star Circus ( 11:00 pm), 
at the Forum. 

Film 

• ‘The Great Outdoors" at foe American Center; Abdoqn, cm Thursday Aug. 7 at a5:00 pm 

Lecture 

• “Humeima” by Dr. John Oleson at the American Center of (Mental Research (ACOR), 
near foe University of Jordan on Friday Aug. 7 at at 7:00 pm (TeL 534-61 17). 


Consumer society to file suit 
against ministers of health and water 


Mobannmd Ben Hussein 

Special to the Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — The head of foe 
Jordanian Consumer Refec- 
tion Society (JCPS) said cm 
T uesday foe organisation plans 
to fife a law suit against two 
government ministers in con- 
nection with the three-week- 
old water pollution problem 
that has created a nationwide 
scare. 

Abdul FanahKQani said that 
Minister afWaer and Irrigation 
Minuter HaAfarim Minis- 

ter of Health and medical care 
Ashraf Kmdi had violated arti- 
cle 286 of Wfater Authority reg- 
ulations stipulating that foe 
“odour and taste of potable 
water should be acceptable to 


the majority” of citizens. 

Ml KOani said he sent foe file 
to the Bar Association to have 
legal expats study it before 
sending it to court. 

But some independent 
lawyers questioned whether the 
society bad foe “authority” to 
do so and insisted that Amman 
residents themselves should 
sue foe government individual- 
ly- 

“Dr Haddadin and Dt Kindi 
publicly admitted that domestic 
water is murky and has a 
strange fasre and smell,” he 
said. ‘Despite that , water 
pumping continued and foe 
water ministry is responsible 
for pump ing murky water to 
people,’’ said Dr. Kflani. 

After a spate of conflicting 


statements, foe government 
said it detected the cause of foe 
problem and blamed Truman 
and operational erro r s” at foe 
Zai water treatment plant, the 
main source of domestic water 
supplies to Amman. The gov- 
ernment also said it would pun- 
ish those found responsible. 

Citizens, especially those liv- 
ing in western areas of Amman, 
began complaining of foul- 
smelling water supplies with a 
strange taste and odour on July 
10 . 

Mr. Kflani referred to state- 
ments made by Dr. Haddadin 
earlier this month in which the 
latter afariaed that water com- 
ing from the Zai p lant “is 
colourful and has a different 
taste though it remains suitable 


for human use.” 

Dr. Kurdi insisted that tap 
water ‘is not contaminated” but 
advised people to bofl it before 
using iL 

“We are trying to voice peo- 
ple’s complaints," said Mr. 
Kflani. “The JSPC is not seek- 
ing to punish Dr. Haddadin or 
Dr. Kutdi, it only wants to point 
cut those responsible for the 
problem and question them, 
because nobody, including foe 
government, has immunity.” 
He accused foe government 
of “violating the basic human 
right of personal security." 

Jordan signed foe 
International Convention on 
Human Rights in 1985, one of 
whose articles promotes foe 
right of personal security. 


However, independent 
lawyer Sa'di Abdeen said 
Amman residents, not foe soci- 
ety, were authorised to file a suit 
against foe government 

He and others expressed pes- 
simism over prospects of pun- 
ishing the government. 

“It is most likely that foe gov- 
ernment will find a scape-goat 
who will happen to be a junior 
employee.” 

Hosni Abu Ghaida, head of 
the 14-member executive 
council of foe mfluanrial Pro- 
fessional Associations, said the 
associations had formed a com- 
mittee to follow upon foe water 
problem. He said they were 
also considering legal action 
against foe govennnem. 


CPJ attacks press draft 


By Amy Henderson 

Special to the Jordan limes 

AMMAN — The Lower House 
National Guidance Committee’s 
(NGQ revisions to foe govern- 
ment’s draft -press and publica- 
tions law have failed to impress 
an international press freedoms 
organisation that yesterday 
attacked several articles of the 
revised draft now being debated 
in foe plenary. 

In a letter to members of Par- 
liament, foe Committee to Pro- 
tea Journalists wrote that, “in 
oar opinion, foe draft law consti- 
tutes a grave threat to press free- 
dom in Jordan, despite foe 
NGCs laudable amen dment of 
several highly restrictive provi- 
sions of foe nrioinfll hilj submit- 
ted by the Cabinet last month.” 

The New York-based commit- 
tee charged in its letter that the 
anvnried draft would still grant 
authorities “sweeping powers to 
censer, fine and suspend news- 
papers found in violation of a 


variety of vaguely-worded pro- 
iritions.” 

Among their complaints were 
Article 36, a catalogue of vague- 
ly-defined prohibitions foar 
impose a direct ban on any news 

Of frrfhrmafinn “ malted to amwH 

or security forces, infringes on 
(be independence of the judicia- 
ry, defames foe heads of Arab, 
Tdamir or friendly stale, contains 
false rumours, disseminates 
information on deviation or 
moral corruption or which insti- 
gates strikes, sit-ins, or public 
paltering^ in violation of foe 
law.” 

The government's original 
draft also included a clause that 
forbids news that “resulted in foe 
disruption of ties between Jordan 
and other countries.” 

The inclusion of foe language 
followed several months of gov- 
ernment accusations implying 
that foe press bad been single- 
handedly instrumental in caus- 
ing a rift in ties with the Palestin- 
ian National Authority and some 


fi iitf gates T f»gidatnis larpr 

ppfWi Thar pa r ticular language 
during their second reading of 

foe hiTI 

The cotnmmee’s later also 
fired that, financial penalties, 
althou gh significantly reduced to 
a maximum fine of JD 10, 000 — 
foe government sought fines 
ranging from JD500 to 
JD5Q.000 — coupled with foe 
power invested in the courts to 
close newspapers for matters of 
“public interest or natinal securi- 
ty” in Article 49 consumed an 
“ambiguous prescription that is 
subject to tread interpretation.” 

“Coflectively, these powers to 
sanction foe press will have a 
ehititno effect rm jr wtmaliq*; and 
will lead to an inevitable increase 
in self-censorship and possible 
closure of publications," foe 
committee said. 

The committee also said that 
miirh toned down language of 
Article 38 — which delineates 
TegaT coverage of court pro- 
ceedings — appears to “autho- 


rise blanket censorship on court 
proceedings and criminal inveti- 
garions." 

The ori ginal draft forbids foe 
publication of any in formati on 
related to an ongoing investiga- 
tion, court case, or crime com- 
mitted in foe Kingdom unless 
permission is obtained from foe 
General Prosecutor. The original 
language also prohibited foe 
publication of minutes of court 
procedures. The NGC scrapped 
the article and imported a clause 
from Egyptian law that publica- 
tions may not report on any case 
under investigation by foe 
authorities or the courts that may 
influence foe investigation, foe 
court proceedings or foe status of 
the people involved. 

The CPJ charged that foe Stare 
Security prosecutor used “simi- 
lar language” in banning the 
coverage of foe investigation and 
trial of leading opposition figure 
Leith Sbbeflat who stood dial for 
allegedly inciting a pro-Iraq 
demonstration in Ma’an in late 


February, and again in the April 
killin g ofAmman lawyer Hanna 
Naddeh, his son Suhril and psy- 
chiatrist Awni Sa’d 

The several articles in foe draft 
also give wide latitude to author- 
ities to censor or ban foreign 
publications, as well as stop the 
distribution of locally-printed 
books and magazines, all of 
which must be submitted to the 
Ministry of Information s Press 
and Publications Department for 
approval prior to their circula- 
tion. 

The CPJ also said it was 
“deeply concerned” about foe 
authority granted to the execu- 
tive in licensing publications, 
articles concerning capital 
requirements that have already 
been subjected to substantial 
reduction by the NGC, and an 
article requiring that any journal- 
ist be a member of the Jordan 
Press Association before ‘legal- 
ly” practising foe profession. 


Play explores relationship of good vs evil 


Bjy Randft Nsfla 

Special to the Jordan Times 

JERASH — The cast of “The Good and 
the Evil,’ an insightful play written by 
famed writer Alfred Faraj, concluded 
three ifaougfai-provokmg performances at 
the 17th Jerash Festival of Culture and 
Art 

The pity is a revival of an old text found 
in foe ‘One Thousand and One Nights 
Tales,’ based on the eternal question of 
goodaDdevfl. 

Playwrite Alfred Faraj presents this 
“eternal and universal theme found in all 
ages, cultures, and social environments,” 
to reveal the political and social barriers 
now faring foe Arab Nation. 

Displaying a cultural Arab play, Mr. 
Faraj and director Ahmad Abdul Haleem 
succeeded in capturing the audience and 
lerriing them valuable thoughts. 

The three-and-OTe-half hour play 
included a cast of three popular Egyptian 
actors was performed at foe South The- 
atre, a historical Roman setting suitable 
for such a scripL 

Mohammad MurwaZi, who played 
Bases; the Good Mam Yahya Al Fakha- 
rani starred as Baku; the Evil Man; and 


Sawsan Bader who acted as The Good 
Man's Wife all expressed happiness being 
at Jerash and described the play as a suc- 
cess because it “served the purpose of this 
interculiural festival.” 

The story is about two friends repre- 
senting two different characters; good and 
evil The good-hearted Baseer is gener- 
ous. compassionate and sympathetic 
while die wicked Bakeer spares no oppor- 
tunity to spread bis misfortunes to kind 
and loyal neighbour, Baseer 

fa Scere One set at Alexandria's central 
square Baseer, a barber, falls prey to 
Bakeer’s scheme to escape to Rome after 
several encounters with Egyptian autori- 
ries, despite protestation erf his wife Abeet 

On foe way to the Roman city Bakeer 
steals Baseer’s money, throws him into 
the sea and claims Abeer as his own wife. 
Despite her struggle and refusal Bakeer 
steals Abeer ’s property and sells her as a 


servant for only one dinar. 

Destiny brings back Baseer to the 
Roman city where he meets again with his 
friend Bakeer. who lays yet another trap. 

Bakeer convinces the emperor to charge 
Baseer and his wifea death penalty. Fate- 
ful intervention spared their lives, and 
they returned to their home, Alexandria, 
where, inevitably, the two meet again, 
and the evil requests forgiveness. 

Baseer, predictably, derides to forgive 
Bakeer and Abeer derides to take both to 
foe coun. 

Bakeer testifies against Baseer and 
claims he is the victim, accusing him of 
being an opportunist and selfish, “for he 
seeks God's heaven at my expense.” 

The judge finally ends foe play ordering 
to “postpone the case until the day of res- 
urrection.” 

Alfred Faraj meant to deliver the mes- 
sage of the eternal struggle of good and 
bad, virtue and eviL 

The dramatist writer said he “tries to 
reveal the relationship between the two 
opposites, by raising the question of who 
is the good and who is foe had, how does 
good react to bad and what is the role of 
the bad' in a society” and foe dependen- 
cy of ‘bad’ on good people, without 


whom they could not survive. 

Mr. Faraj, and therefore his drama, is 
inspired by Andalusian thought, which he 
describes as “the core of human thought” 
which strives to put forward new subject 
matters faar concern the Arab people. 

Abeer’s “role'’ as a wife, says Mr. Faraj. 
shows us how. in foe name of religion and 
tradition. Arab women are abused, kept 
quiet and prevented from taking any deri- 
sions. 

“In the prevailing atmosphere of patri- 
archal control and social barriers, the wife 
emerges submissive, weak, and unable to 
pressure, although she is aware of the dan- 
gers brought about by the evil,” Mr. Faraj 
said 

Actress Sawsan Bader gives a startling 
performance, representing not only the 
oppressed Arab women, but also a bur- 
dened Arab nation, conscious of its weak 
status, but lacking the means to change. 

These themes and more are presented 
with accompanying live orchestra and 
singing, representing an array of talent 
and experience. The Good and the Evil is 
a significant and expressive play dial let 
foe audience determine their own under- 
standing of the characters and their own 
analysis of the events. 


Opposition in disarray after associations postpone National Conference 

‘The government has helped create a political vacuum that more radical figures could fill’ 




By Francesca Ortad 

Jordan Tones Staff Reporter 

AMMAN— The recent postponement of 
the much-touted National Conference 
coupled with a string of boycotts launched 
on controversial grounds is a symptom of 
a deepening crisis within the opposition, 
analysts have said. 

Politkaans sad the mam reason fermo^ 
of the opposition's leoent failures was their 
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among farces of far too different ideolo- 
gies, back-grounds, and policies. 

“It is only noma! that an already- 
nnptibable coalition of Islamists, leftists 
and nationalists would find itself at odds 
when dealing with a vast host of ecooom- 
ic, political, and social issues all at once,” 
sad one seasoned politician, who is also a 
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Analysts also said fhar, by tightening the 
screws on already strict legislation and by 
weakening political parties, the govern- 
ment has helped create a political vacuum 
that more radical figures and groups could 
easily fin, thus favouring party rifts and 
disputes. 

“The government is to be blamed for a 
regression in demoexatisaiion, which is 
leaving the radicals ample manoeuvrabili- 
ty and allowing them to replace political 


parties in addressing society” said Hani 
Hourani, director of Al Urdun Al Jadid 
Research Centre. 

After faffing to block Parliament's ratifi- 
cation of the 1994 peace treaty with Israel 
and the lifting of state subsidies which trig- 
gered the 1996 bread riots, opposition 
forces have experimented wife many 
forms of alliances, some of which never 
saw die light of day. 

More recently, the boycott of the 1997 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

parliamentary elections resulted not only 
in internal rifts in many opposition parties, 
but also in their confinement at die fringes 
of the political arena and their isolation 
from centres of powa: 

Due to internal differences, a proposal 
fora “shadow elections lav^tochaltegc 
the government's one-person, one-vote 
system and expected to be ready before 
the summer added to a long list of projects 
that never materialised. 

The 80,000-strong Union of Profession- 
al Associations announced on Monday 
that the National Conference of opposition 
parties and civil society institutions in 
charge of drafting a National Salvation 
Plan a? counter government policies has 


been postponed for eight months. 

“We think that such an im p ort a nt con- 
ference must be well prepared and all 
issue should be thoroughly discussed in 
advance,” said Hosni Abu Ghaida. presi- 
dent of Jordan's most influential union, the 
35,000-strong Jordan Engineers Associa- 
tion. 

One-hundred and fifty representatives of 
civic institutions launched foe National 
Conference car June 13 and elected a 34- 
member executive committee headed by 
Islamic Action Rant OAF) Secretary Gen- 
eral Abdul Latif AiafayaL 

The conference was initially expected to 
launch its National Salvation Han at foe 
end of July, an unofficial deadline that was 
later pushed to the end of September. 

Opposition parties, professional associa- 
tions, student urnons, as well as a variety' 
of other civil society institutions and inde- 
pendent personalities, were largely expect- 
ed to agree on a common platform includ- 
ing baiting normalisation with Israel, lim- 
iting privatisation and economic liberalisa- 
tion^ and strengthening ties with Syria and 
Iraq at foe expense of ihe Kingdom’s rela- 
tion with foe West. 

But “why issue yet another declaration 
with plenty of empty slogans?” comment- 
ed Jamil Nimri. a leftist political commen- 
tator: 


“A coalition cat even one single point 
would have many more chances to trans- 
late into real political action than a coali- 
tion that tries to cackle all domestic and 
international issues.” 

Muring similar views, Mr. Abu Ghaida 
said: ’’Agreeing on the guidelines is not 
enough. To be successful the Conference 
must work out details and implementation 
strategies. We need to cook it weft, over a 
low fire," 

Though Mr. Abu Ghaida vowed the 
associations' commitment to foe Confer- 
ence and their conviction that “foe country 
needs such an initiative,’’ some believe 
that the postponement decision could trig- 
ger a dispute between foe syndicates and 
the opposition parties. 

Dl Arabiyat was quoted yesterday in an 
Arabic newspaper playing down specula- 
tions on a possible rift between parties and 
associations, saying: “The associations 
have been [part* of the National Confer- 
ence] since foe beginning and nobody ever 
set a deadline [for the Conference].” 
Privately, however, some party leaders 
expressed disappointment and even frus- 
tration at the postponement decision. One 
leftist leader said "an eight-month post- 
ponement equals an actual cancellation.” 
The country’s 13 associations — domi- 
nated by Islamists for foe majority, but also 


including an active minority of leftist-led 
syndicates — have traditionally been a 
hotbed for the opposition, especially dur- 
ing foe 2957-1989 ban on political parties. 

l( One might think that the associations 
are oying to reclaim their political role 
before the opposition parties,” said one 
Western diplomat with one decade of 
experience in the region. 

Indirectly confirming such a thesis, Mr. 
Abu Ghaida told the Jordan Times that the 
postponement decision “was a good 
opportunity to prove that foe associations 
think differently and independently from 
the parties.” 

Monday’s derision followed three boy- 
cotts issued or debated by the associations 
in foe past few weeks. 

A one-month boycott against Jordan’s 
Arabic leading daily Al Ra’l issued fol- 
lowing foe newspaper's publication of an 
advertisement for Israel's national carrier 
El Al was lifted on Monday. 

The Council of Presidents of foe Profes- 
sional Associations also considered boy- 
cotting Jordan’s only independently- 
owned daily, Al Arab Al Yawm. widely 
considered a vocal critic of government 
policies, for reporting on a Jordanian- 
Israelijoim- venture. 

In an lltb-bour decision, the associa- 
tions also announced their decision not ro 


participate in a seminar scheduled for the 
end of July. The seminar was dedicated to 
professional associations' role in civil soci- 
ety as driving forces of democracy and 
had been organised by a local research 
institute in cooperation with a foreign 
counterpart 

Though union leaders declined to com- 
ment an tins derision, sources confirmed 
that it was made because of the organisers' 
alleged compUdry in “foe Zionist conspir- 
acy.” 

‘The associations have recently lowered 
their targets and raised their voices,” die 
seasoned politician said. 

*lt could be because they fed threat- 
ened.” 

While an increasing role of opposition 
parties still seems a distant challenge to foe 
associations' longstanding supremacy in 
the opposition quarters, government plans 
to abolish foe unions' compulsory mem- 
bership that could strip the syndicates of a 
considerable share of their base. 

Successive governments for the past few 
years have suggested abolishing compul- 
sory membership in the associations in a 
bid to “depoliticise’' them. 

’'That is a much mote real threat [to foe 
influence of foe associations] ” one analyst 
said 
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Taleban reports 
taking province 


KABUL (R) — Forces of 
Afghanistan's Taleban 

Islamic movement made 
further gains against the 
country's northern-based 
opposition - alliance 

Tuesday, capturing another 
province with little resis- 
tance, a Taleban spokesman 
said. 

Spokesman Abdul Hai 
Mutmaen told Reuters by 
telephone from the south- 
ern city of Kandahar that all 
of Sar-i-Pul province had 
been captured by the 
Taleban militia late 
Thesday morning. 

[ “The enemy has left 
behind a large part of its 
arsenal and have set fire to 
some,” be said. “They put 
up very little resistance and 
fled from the area after an 
hour's skirmishes." No 
opposition comment on the 
Taleban report was immedi- 
ately available. 

Earlier, a Pakistan-based 
• Afghan news service said 
the Taleban captured the 
town of Sar-i-Pul, capital of 
the province of the same 
name, after heavy fighting. 

The Afghan Islamic Press 
(A1P), quoting sources in 
Afghanistan, said the 
Taleban also arrested about 
100 opposition fighters. 

Sar-i-Pul lies to the south- 
west of Mazar-i -Sharif, an 
opposition stronghold and 
the last main city outside 
Taleban control, and south 
of Jozjan province, whose 
capital Shiberghan was 


seized by the Taleban 
Sunday. 

From Sar-i-Pul, the 
Taleban could also threaten 
the bastion of the opposi- 
tion Shiite Muslim Hezb-i- 
Wahdat faction in the cen- 
tral province of Bamiyan. 

Taleban forces have made 
rapid advances in the north 
since the weekend. After 
taking control of Jozjan, the' 
home province of opposi- 
tion's key ethnic Uzbek 
commander General Abdul 
Rashid Dostum, they cap- 
tured four districts of Balkh 
province to arrive only 15 
km west of the provincial 
capital Mazar-i-Sharif. 

Taleban spokesmen say 
some local opposition com- 
manders have joined the 
largely ethnic Pashtun 
Taleban forces. 

All 11 foreign aid work- 
ers in Mazar-i-Sharif were 
evacuated Tuesday by 
International Committee of 
the Red Cross (1CRC) 
plane, ICRC sources said. 

The plane was due to 
have flown to Mazar-i- 
Sharif Monday, but the 
flight was cancelled for 
security reasons. 

The Taleban say their 
forces are also advancing 
on Mazar-i-Sharif from the 
east after taking parts of 
Hairatan river port town- 
ship on the border with 
Uzbekistan, but there was 
no independent confirma- 
tion of the Taleban claims 
of successes in Hairatan. 


The opposition say they 
will resist any attempts by 
the Taleban to capture 
Mazar-i-Sharif. 


When the Taleban briefly 
captured Mazar-i-Sharif in 
May last year, a revolt led 
by ethnic Hazara fighters 
inflicted a major defeat on 
the militia. Hundreds of 
Taleban fighters were killed 
and thousands captured in' 
three days of street fighting. 

The United Nations is 


investigating mass graves 
in northern A fghanis tan 
which allegedly contain the 
bodies of as many as 2,000 
Taleban fighters killed after 
being captured in the fight- 
ing in May. 

Last year the Taleban 
failed twice to stretch its 
control over the northern 
provinces where factions of 
different ethnic groups 
have formed a loose 
alliance. 

The opposition controls 
some 10 per cent of the 
country in the mountainous 
northeast and central 
Afghanistan. The Taleban, 
which controls the rest of 
Afghanistan, has vowed to 
enforce strict Islamic 
Sharia law natibnwide. 

Since the fall of the 
Communist government in 
jl992. Afghanistan has been 
(tom apart by a competition 
for power between heavily- 
aimed indigenous factions 
— many of which were 
once allied in the fight 
against the Soviet invades. 


Havel develops heart 
problems, pneumonia 


PRAGUE (AFP) — Czech 
President Vaclav Havel 
developed heart problems and 
symptoms of early pneumo- 
nia Tuesday, his office said a 
day after he underwent 
unscheduled surgery to help 
his breathing. 

Doctors detected irregulari- 
ties in his heartbeat early 
Tuesday, said spokesman 
Martin Krafi after the 61- 
year-old bead of state under- 
went a tracheotomy to 
unblock his right lung 
Monday. 

In his latest health scare, the 
ailing former dissident play- 
wright was also diagnosed, as 
- suffering early symptoms of 
bronchial pneumonia, from 
which he has suffered twice 
before, the spokesman said. 
However his temperature bad 
Men and the lung problems 
which led surgeons to carry 
out the tracheotomy — an 
operation that involves mak- 
ing a small hole in the trachea 
to aid breathing — had 
improved, he said. 

His medical team was 

standing by in the intensive 

care unit of the military hospi- 
tal, where Mr. Havel was on a 
respirator. added die 
spokesman. 

Mr. Havel has suffered 


repeated health scares in 
recent years, including toe 
removal of a cancerous 
tumour from his right lung in 
December 1996. following a 
bout of pneumonia — and a 
further bout of -'pneumonia 
last year. 

A long-time heavy smoker, 
Mr. Havel gave up cigarettes 
on medical advice following 
the cancer operation. 

He underwent toe tra- 
cheotomy Monday at the 
Prague-Stresovice military 
hospital after developing 
complications following a 
routine operation July 26 to 
remove a gut-emptying 
device inserted during 
surgery in April. 

Doctors said afterwards toe 
operation, under general 
anaesthetic, had been a suc- 
cess, but he was kept sedated. 
The operation is toe third tra- 
cheotomy for Mr. Havel in 
toe last 19 months. 

It was carried out by Ernst 
Bodner, the Austrian surgeon 
who carried out emergency 
surgery on him in April when 
he was taken ill while holi- 
daying in die Austrian Tyrol. 

Dr. Bodner had postponed 
his return to Austria following 
the new surgery. 

For the last week Mr. Havel 


had appeared to be making 
good progress. He had been 
taken off a respirator Sunday 
morning, having made a good 
recovery from breathing 
problems that be experienced 
Saturday. 

He had resumed eating and 
talking to his staff, said 
Miroslav Cerbak. head of toe 
president's medical team 
Sunday, who warned howev- 
er that it would take 48 hours 
before his lung function 
would return to normal. 

Doctors had discussed the 
possibility of performing a 
tracheotomy to prevent an 
obstruction of his lungs at the 
end of last week, but decided 
against it after intensive ther- 
apy of his right lung. 

They decided to go ahead 
with toe operation Monday 
morning after Mr. Havel 
developed a temperature of 
39 degrees Celsius and a lung 
tissue problem overnight, the 
president's office said. 

Mr. Havel spent three 
weeks in hospital in 
Innsbruck, Austria, following 
the April 14 emergency oper- 
ation while he was holidaying 
in the Tyrol. Since May he 
has been convalescing in the 
Lany presidential castle out- 
side Prague. 


German police alerted 
to influx of Italian mafia 




BONN (R) — German police 
say they have been alerted to 
increasing numbers of Italian 
mafiosi fleeing to Getmany 
following coups scored by 
Italy’s “tumcoaf witness pro- 
tection programme. 

"The mafia is in a process of 
restructuring itself,” Josef 
Geissdoerfer, chief organised 
crime investigator in toe south- 
ern German stale of Bavaria, . 
told Reuters. 

“Germany is attractive to 
them, for example as a place to 
launder money,” be notoL 
■ Mr. Geissdoerfer, confirming 
details in a front-page article in 
Die Welt newspaper Tuesday, 
said mafia witnesses inter- 
viewed in Germany and Italy 
had spoken of numerous mafia 
ringleaders heading north 
across toe Alps in recent years. 

He said that once in 
Germany, toe criminals restart- 
ed activities including dealing 
in' drugs, extortion rackets and 
toe smuggling 0 f illegal immi- 
grants over toe bonder, 

Germany has a large Italian 
population, many of whom 


came as so-called “guest-work- 
ers” to take part in post-Worid 
War n rebuilding and have 
since settled with their families. 

A spokesman for the Federal 
Crime Agency in Wiesbaden 
said it believed mafia members 
were present in several German 
states, including Bavaria, its 
neighbour Baden- 

Wuerttemberg and toe large 
central states of Hesse and 
North Rhine- Westphalia. 

The spokesman said there 
was no estimate of the total 
number of suspected mafiosi 
currently in Germany. 

Testimonies by mafia “penti- 
ti”, or turncoats, have dealt toe 
crime organisation a series of 
blows in recent years. 

The turncoat scheme, which 
offers payments and reduced 
sentences to ex-mafiosi in 
return for insider information, 
led to toe capture in 1993 of 
Salvatore Riina, toe mafia's so- 
called “boss of bosses” 

The scheme has however 
aroused criticism for rewarding 
mobsters rather than punishing 
them. 


Mr. Geissdoerfer said there 
was evidence thai mafia bosses 
in Germany were showing a 
willingness to cooperate with 
other international gangs 
already operating here. 

'The Italians meet Russian 
gangleadeis to carve up busi- 
ness. 

As drugs am an important 
port of their (the Italians') busi- 
ness. there are also contacts 
with Turkish heroin smug- 
gles,” he said. 

He said his department had 
been cooperating with Italian 
police on mafia investigations 
for years and that a “very 
strong bond of trust” had devel- 
oped. 

The Bavarian state, con- 
trolled by the arch-conservative 
Christian Social Union (CSU) 
party, a coalition ally of 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl, had 
also pui “a great deal of empha- 
sis” on the fight against organ- 
ised crime. 

“We have 400 officers fight- 
ing organised crime in Bavaria. 
Yfe are looking at every possi- 
bility,” Mr. Geissdoerfer said. 



Residents salvage their belongings from the site of a building collapse in Bombay. The 
seven storey building, which boused residential flats, a shopping area and a hotel col- 
lapsed late Aug. 3. Sixteen bodies have been recovered so far but many people are stai 
believed to be trapped in tbe rubble (Reuters photo) 


India building collapse 
kills at least 22 


BOMBAY (R) — Bombay 
rescue workers used bull- 
dozers and blowtorches 
Tuesday to clear loose rub- 
ble and try to reach sur- 
vivors of a building collapse 
that killed at least 22 peo- 
ple, officials said. 

Twenty people were 
injured and many were 
missing under the debris of 
tangled concrete and steel, 
all that remained of the 
seven-storey apartment 
block that tumbled to the 
ground Monday night. 

“We are just waiting to 
see if there are any miracle 
survivors,” Chief Fire 
Officer V.V. Rao said. 

“But the chances are 
remote.” The Govind Tower 
building, in tbe middle- 
class suburb of Bandra. had 
shops on the ground floor 
and a cheap hotel taking up 
’the top three floors. 

The rest of the building 
was divided into 18 flats, 
many of whose occupants 


were believed to be inside 
when it collapsed. 

Officials said most of the 
people were trapped in 
bathrooms or on staircases 
as they either took shelter or 
fled when the building 
began to shudder about 
three minutes before it came 
down. 

Local residents believe 70 
people were in the building 
at the time, but Mr. Rao said 
the estimates were exagger- 
ated. 

“We dug a hole under the 
building after we heard 
voices some five hours after 
the collapse.” Mr. Rao said. 
“We found a cave-like for- 
mation where people were 
huddled together. Eight 
people were rescued.” 

Bombay Mayor 

Nandkumar Satam said 
local residents had told him 
there were wide cracks in 
the building. 

‘‘investigations are in 
progress,” he said. “As of 


now we do not know for 
sure the exact cause of toe 
collapse." Mr. Rao said tbe 
estimates of the number 
trapped varied because they 
had not received a con- 
firmed guest and employee 
list from the hotel. 

Police said eight members 
of the family of a spice shop 
owner were missing. 
Pradeep Dabbolkar. the 
owner, was away when toe 
building tumbled (town, 
police said. 

Witnesses found a sob- 
bing teenaged resident 
searching for his parents at 
•a local hospital. 

About 150 firemen, 100 
municipal workers and 160 
police were involved in tbe 
rescue effort, officials said. 

Scores of trucks scurried 
back and forth carrying the 
debris away as six bulldoz- 
ers shovelled the tangled 
concrete and steel boulders 
from the asphalt road, wit- 
nesses said. 


Indian defence minister in 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Los Angeles has first 
English-only school day 

LOS ANGELES (AFP) — Schools across California 
were thrown in to confusion Monday as schoolchildren 
returning from summer holidays faced their first day of 
English-only classrooms. A new law Proposition 
227 — which Californian voters overwhelmingly 
passed in June means students can ho longer take class- 
es in their native language, which is most often 
Spanish. Los Angeles schools spokesman Pat Spencer 
said that there had been “no reports of any major prob- 
lems” during the first day in schools across tbe nation's 
most ethnically diverse educational system. But he also 
pointed out that nearly 10,000 of the 19,700 students 
who started classes in 50 Los Angeles elementary 
schools Monday have a limited knowledge of English, 
and so are affected by the new law. At Gridley Street 
Elementary in San Fernando, teacher Efren Flores (old 
local television station KCAL that he “had ... children 
who break down into tears just before lunch because 
they’re frustrated.” ‘They don’t understand,” he said. 
The law does allow for some flexibility however, as 
struggling students can choose from one of four options 
within toe law. The first two allow parents to place their 
children in English-only classes, or, if they meet certain 
criteria, apply for a permit allowing them to continue 
bilingual instruction. Option three forces the teacher to 
speak only English with students, 4 while they can reply, 
and talk to each other in their native languages. Option 
four suggests mostly English classes with other lan- 
guages being used as a last resort. It is not just students 
who are faced with bewilderment. Their parents, many 
of whom speak no English, have only 30 days to get to 
grin s with the options and choose the best one for their 
child. The state’s nearly 1,000 school districts will 
receive a working group report on how best to imple- 
ment the law before they open their doors to 300,000 
students over the coming weeks. 

Officer arrested after 
Corsica police guns stolen 

AJACCIO, Corsica (AFP) — A policeman waL arrest- 
ed Tuesday following the theft at the weekend of 23 
police handguns from city hall police armoury in this 
capital of the French Mediterranean island. The 
municipal policeman was being interrogated by detec- 
tives who questioned aft members of the municipal 
police force Monday after the 23 guns, mostly 357 
ma gnums and 7.65 calibre pistols, disappeared. Also 
Monday, Prefect of Corsica Bernard Bonnet cancelled 
the gun licences of tbe entire municipal police force. 
The thieves, who knew their way about, removed tbe 
guns without having to break into city hail, but broke 
down the door of an office that contained the keys to 
the armoury, police said. Mr. Bonnet replaced former 
Prefect Claude Erignac who was gunned down on Feb. 
6 last. Erignac was killed with a Beretta pistol stolen 
by five masked men in a raid on a police station at 
Pietrosella, a village near here. Corsica has been 
plagued by violent separatist groups for the past sev- 
eral decades, demanding independence for the island 
and an end to tourist development financed from 
.mainland Fiance and Italy. 

Romance classes taught 
to cut divorce rate 


Kashmir as border clashes go on 


SRINAGAR. India (AFP) — 
Indian Defence Minister 
George Fernandes visited 
Kashmir Tuesday as Indian and 
Pakistani troops shelled each 
other along their disputed bor- 
der for the sixth successive day, 
officials said. 

Ml Fernandes arrived in the 
northern Kashmir town of 
Kupwara and inspected a local 
Indian array base before pro- 
ceeding to the town of Uii mil- 
itary officials here said. 

He is to visit the bonder zones 
of the divided territory. 

Indian officials said the latest 
shelling, following heavy 
exchanges during the past 
week, had caused two deaths. 
More than 90 people died in 
earlier fighting. 

A Muslim roan and a woman 
died and four others were 
injured in a village near Uri, 
while nine members of a 
Muslim family were injured 
when a Pakistani shell 
destroyed a thatched hut else- 
where. 

Tuesday’s fighting was 
reported' from the bonder areas 
of Uri, Kupwara and Gurez. 
between 100 to 150 kilometres 
from this summer capital of 
Kashmir. 

India's Prime Minister Atal 
Behari Vajpayee meanwhile 
rejected Pakistani demands for 
talks centred solely on 
Kashmir, saying other bilateral 
issues must also be addressed. 

Ml Vajpayee favoured freez- 
ing dialogue on contentious 
issues such as the Himalayan 


state. 

‘There are many other issues 
which have to be addressed,” 
he said. “We are neighbours 
and we have to live together: 
Why should Kashmir alone be 
the sole agenda? 

“But in spite of the Pakistani 
altitude, India will continue its 
efforts, as improvement of rela- 
tions with Pakistan is very 
important” 

New Delhi and Islamabad 
have blamed each other for die 
border shelling, which started 
last week, coinciding with 
abortive talks in Sri Lank-a 
between Prime Ministers 
Vajpayee and Nawaz Sharif of 
Pakistan. 

There have been contradicto- 
ry accounts of toe intensity of 
the artillery duel, with India 
accusing Pakistan of exaggerat- 
ing toe issue to try and exacer- 
bate international worries over 
the 50-year Kashmir dispute. 

The Himalayan territory, 
claimed by both, is die main 
source of bitterness between 
toe South Asian archrivals and 
has sparked two of their three 
wars since 1947. 

A military official said 
Tuesday's firing was spread 
over 400 kilometres of toe 
1300-kilometre Line of 
Control a de-facto border 
dividing Indian and Pakistani 
troops. 

Army officials here said 
shells in Uri were Halting on 
hills surrounding an Indian 
brigade headquarters. Monday 
Pakistan claimed to have hit a 


military headquarters but India 
denied it 

Tbe confrontations, which 
has forced thousands of vil- 
lages to flee their homes, have 
caused mounting international 
concern, particularly in toe 
wake. of India and Pakistan’s 
rival nuclear tests to May. 

Monday, Ml Sharif called for 
international mediation to 
resolve toe Kashmir crisis. 
India countered by claiming toe 
exchanges were petering out 

The United States and Britain 
have expressed concern. 
Washington has offered to 
mediate to talks between India 
and Pakistan if asked. 

The British government 
Monday called for immediate 
bilateral negotiations. Foreign 
Office Minister Derek Fatchett 
said: “It is essential that India 
and Pakistan resolve their dif- 
ferences through dialogue.” 

White House spokesman PJ. 
Crowley, meanwhile, said 
Monday. “The situation to 
Kashmir is one of those under- 
lying issues that is central to the 
tensions that exist in South 
Asia.” 

Many commentators fear 
Kashmir has become a poten- 
tial nuclear flashpoint. 

Islamabad maintains there 
can be no improvement to ties 
untQ the issue is solved through 
a U-N.-sponsored referendum 
to toe Muslim majority state. 
New Delhi categorically rules 

out outside mediation. 


Rangers hunt poisoner of NYC pigeons 


NEW YORK (AP) — A serial 
killer has been preying on New 
York City's pigeons, dosing 
bird food with pesticide so 
lethal that some victims die 
before they're even finished 
swallowing. 

While few New Yotkets 
might feel sympathy for the 
city's millions of pigeons, deri- 
sively called “rats on wings,” 
authorities said Monday the 
poisonings can affect iaiger 
birds and even humans. 

The culprit is someone with a 


“very premeditated, conscious 
and sick desire to take our their 
ai feelings on the city’s 
wildlife,” said Alex Brash, chief 
of die Urban Park Rangers, the 
law-enforcement arm of theory 
Parks Department 
Bind food or bread crumbs 
laced with a highly toxic pesti- 
cide catied* carbofuran have 
been left around Manhattan, 
investigators said. More than 60 
dead birds, mostly pigeons and 
sparrows, have been found in 
bunches to the last month on tbe 


Upper East Side and Times 
Square. 

A red-tailed hawk and a pere- 
grine falcon, an endangered 
species, that presumably fed on 
pigeon carcasses were also 
found dead of carbofuran poi- 
soning, said Parks Department 
Chnnmssioner Henry Stem. 

While it is not illegal for 
exterminated to kill pigeons 
using milder pesticides. Ml 
B rash said, carbofuran — 
intended for use on farms — is 

banned within dty limits 


KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia (AP) — Husbands will 
be encouraged to “romance their wives” as part of a 
Malaysian- state’s campaign to curb divorce and cure 
wanderlust, a news report said Tuesday. A string of 
talks and workshops on “techniques to love and 
romance” wives will be the highlight of a programme 
called “Romance Your Wife,” which begins next 
month in the northwestern state of Kedah, the Star 
newspaper reported. Kedah Chief Minister Sansui 
Junid will give the keynote speech for the programme, 
which is “intended to promote healthy lifestyles" and 
prevent husbands from straying, said the minister’s 
spokesman, Aziz Desa. “We also hope the rate of 
divorce cases in Kedah can be reduced by introducing 
such a programme,” Mr. Aziz said, adding that 1,729 
divorce cases were filed m (Jie state last year, y 
Religious personalities, motivation specialists and 
couples considered models of matrimony are to teach 
the course, which is open to all married couples, Mr. 

Aziz said. “The participants will be exposed to differ- 
eat experiences from toe experts to help toe married ;; 
couples improve their relationships.” Mr. Aziz said. 


Gun attack on 
N- Ireland police station 

LURGAN, Northern Ireland (AFP) — An unknown 
gunman fired shots at a police station in Northern 
Ireland early Tuesday, police said. The gunman 
opened fire from a black car which was being driven 
slowly past the gates of the base in Lurgan, southwest 
of Belfast, as a police patrol was leaving, according to 
a spokesman for toe Royal Ulster Constabulary 
(RUC). The gunman did not hit the patrol vehicle, but 
a security camera outside the main gates was dam- 
aged, Meanwhile police also said that a 48-year-old 
man was injured in the latest of a series of paramili- 
tary-style punishment attacks. He was beaten around 
the bead and body by a gang which burst into his home 
in Londonderry, the province's second dty. Police said 
he suffered a head wound and bruising. 

There’s gold in yaks 


BEIJING (AFP) — Chinese and U.S, scientists have 
signed an agreement to exploit a little-known com- 
modity — the blood of China's 14 million yaks. Yak 
blood contains high proportions of. a commercial sub- 
stance known as SOD, or super dioxide dismutase, 
which is used in pharmaceuticals, fool, nutrition and 
cosmetics, Xinhua news agency said Tuesday. Chinese 
researchers found that yak blood contained lazge 
amounts of SOD while conducting gene research on 
the blood. .The SOD content of yak blood to three 
times higher than that of other domestic animals, toe 
agency said. Yaks living in the western Chinese 
provinces of Qinghai and Sichuan, and the Tibet 
Autonomous Region accounted, for roughly 85 per 
cent of toe world’s total yak population, it said. The 
agreement was signed between the. Qinghai authorities 
and KuiXave Biolink Inc, a bio-tech firm in the United 
States. Advanced equipment for manufacturing SOD 
products would be introduced to the province, in an 
attempt to bring development to the poverty-stricken 
province, Xinhua said. 
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World News 



A man floats in a wooden tub past a middle school in China’s flood-stricken central Honan province. The flooded 
. Yangtze River, which runs through Honan province could break its b anks in some 3,200 places, 1,800 of which 
could be ‘major’ breaches. The breaches could threaten millions of farmers and city dwellers who live on the vast 
plains fl a nk i n g the Yangtze. Flooding has killed thousands of people this year, driven millions from their homes, 
. and has caused at least $4.8 billion in damage (Reuters photo) 


Japan’s new foreign minister 
vows warm ties with Russia 


TOKYO (AFP) — 
• Japan’s new Foreign 
Minister Masahiko 
Komura told his Russian 
counterpart Yevgeny 
Primakov ■ Tuesday he 
hoped to “accelerate” 
progress in warming rela- 
tions, foreign ministry 
officials here said. 

“Our basic message is 
continuity. The improve- 
ment in the Japan- 
Russian relations is irre- 
versible and I intend to 
accelerate it,” Mr. 
Komura was quoted as 


telling Mr. Primakov 
over the phone. 

Mr. Primakov, who con- 
gratulated Mr. Komura 
on his new post, said 
Russia hoped to maintain 
“close and friendly rela- 
tions” with Japan, 
according to the officials. 

He was quoted as say- 
ing that ties should be 
expanded “not only in the 
economic field but also 
in other broad areas.” 

Mr. - ■ Primakov 

expressed hope that Mr. 
Komura would visit 


Russia in September, in 
preparation for Prime 
Minister Keizo Obuchi's 
planned visit later this 
year, the officials said. 

Mr. Komura replaced 
Mr. Obuchi as foreign 
minister last week when 
the new premier formed a 
cabinet following the res- 
ignation of ' Ryu taro 
Hashimoto over the rul- 
ing party's humiliation in 
July 12 upper house 
polls. 

Japan and Russia have 
not concluded a peace* 


treaty since World War II 
due to a territorial dis- 
pute over four southern 
Kurile Islands off Japan's 
northern • island of 
Hokkaido. 

But the ties have 
improved considerably 
following a series of 
meetings between Mr. 
Hashimoto and Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin. 
The two agreed at a 
Siberian summit last 
November to seek to con- 
clude a peace treaty by 
2000. 


Bold new plan to professionalise 
South Africa’s traditional healers 
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CAPE TOWN (AFP) — 
Traditional healers in South 
Africa will be allowed to issue 
medical certificates and claim 
their expenses from medical 
insurance under bold new 
government plans unveiled 
Tuesday. 

A parliamentary report 
released here said that dining 
the colonial and apartheid 
eras, “traditional healers were 
not only degraded and dehu- 
manised, but woe- branded as 
witches.” 

It was time now to restore 
“the dignity of traditional 
medicine,” said the report, 
drafted by the health commit- 
tee of the National Assembly 
and the social services com- 
mittee of the second chamber 
of parliament, the National 
Council of Provinces. 

It estimated there are 
350,000 traditional practition- 


ers in South Africa providing 
their services to 60 to 80 per 
cent of the population, and 
around 25,000 modem med- 
ical personnel. 

The report recommended 
the establishment of statutory 
national traditional medical 
council, which would, among 
other functions, profession- 
alise traditional medicine and 
facilitate cooperation with 
modem medicine. 

It would also register all 
qualifying traditional healers, 
develop an ethical code for the 
profession, create a traditional 
medicine database and estab- 
lish norms and standards for 
the profession. 

The council would be an 
interim one with a life span of 
about three years, during 
which it would present pro- 
posals to die health minister to 
consider for the drafting of 


final legislation. 

The report identifies four 
categories of healer 

— inyangas (herbalists), 
who use herbal and other 
medicinal preparations for 
creatingdiseases: 

— 'sangomas (diviners), 
who are trained to communi- 
cate with and utilise the pow- 
ers of ancestors in diagnosing 
disease; 

— ababelekisi (birth atten- 
dants), elderly women who 
have been mid wives for years 
and have great obstetric 
expertise; and 

— imgeibi (traditional sur- 
geons), usually trained men 
with experience in conducting 
traditional circumcisions. 

The two parliamentary com- 
mittees said recognition of 
medical certificates can only 
happen “once there is a pre- 
scribed procedure which 


includes limitations on the 
number of days the patient can 
be excluded from work.” 
Once relevant laws are in 
place, their report added, ‘tra- 
ditional healers’ inclusion into 
the medical schemes environ- 
ment can be further explored.” 
For there to be cooperation 
between modem and tradi- 
tional medicine, it added, tra- 
ditional medical practitioners 
must become professional.” 
“There is a definite need to 
regulate this profession and 
restrict it to those who legiti- 
mately belong to it,” the report 
said. “This will go a long way 
in restoring the dignity of tra- 
ditional medicine ” 

It recommended that the 
“intellectual property of tradi- 
tional medicine should be pro- 
tected from exploitation by 
their Western allopathic (mod- 
em) counterparts.” 


Orphaned toddler could have another shock in store 


VISTA, Virginia (AF) — A few 
weeks ago, after much procras- 
tination, Rebecca Outturn's 
grandparents finally told her 
that the people she’s known as 
mommy and daddy fra- three 
years had been killed in a car 
crash. 

■ Kevin Ou tturn and Tamara 
Whitney Rogers were in heav- 
en, they said. Now. the grand- 
parents may have to tell 
Rebecca something just as dif- 
ficult: that there was a mix-up 
in the hospital where she was 
hum and her biological mother 
is a total stranger who lives 
about 70 110 kilometres away. 

This is just awful,” Rosa 
Chittum, Rebecca’s paternal 
grandmother, said Monday. 

T don't have any idea how 
they’re going to tell her" said 
May/Watts, Rebecca’s great 
aunt. “My sister’s about going 
crazy.” Lawyers representing 
the families of Rebecca and die 
giri who went home from the 
hospital with her biological 
mother told Tuesday’s 
RirinirndThnes-Dispatch that 
they have agreed to \wrk on an 
anangemenf that would keep 
each child in the family she 
knows while allowing the other 


families to develop a relation- 
ship with the children. 

Earlier, some of the family 
members raising Rebecca since 
the fkath of her parents had 
f £aid they hoped to switch die 
children, though child experts 
had warned that could be trau- 
matic fra- the young girls. 

“All the parries have come 
together," said Cynthia A 
Johnson, the attorney for Paula 
Johnson, who is raising the 
other girl Callie Marie. The 
attorney, who is not related to 
her client, planned to accompa- 
ny Ms. Johnson to a news con- 
ference Tuesday afternoon in 
Charlottesville. 

The hospital meanwhile, has 
not said conclusively that Ms. 
Johnson is Rebecca’s mother, 
or that Ms. Rogers was Callie 
Marie's mother. 

Mrs. Outturn's son, her 
would-be daughter-in-law. a 
daughte r, granddaughter and 
two neighbourhood children 
were killed in the crash July 4. 
It happened one day after Ms. 
Johnson, who gave birth ai the 
same time as Ms. Rogers in the 
University of Virginia Medical 
Centre, learne d that the giri she 
has raised ever since is not the 


one she delivered back in July- 
1995. 

In a statement Monday. Ms. 
Johnson said she had met Ms. 
Rogers at the hospital. 

“I remember Whitney from 
the hospital as a warm and 
enthusiastic person. My bean 
goes out to the families for their 
losses. Their pain is more than 
anyone should have to bear," 
she said. 

While initial blood tests indi- 
cated Rebecca is not the baby 
Ms. Rogera delivered, 
Rebecca's grandparents have 
so far refusal to allow a DNA 
analy sis friar would show for 
certain if they are Rebecca's 
blood relatives. 

“They want to know, but they 
don't want to know.” their 
attorney, Pete Robey, said. .And 
either way. be said, the grand- 
parents on both sides of 
Rebecca’s family want to con- 
tinue sharing enstodv of the 
child. 

“The grandparents dearly 
love this child they have and 
they very much want for her to 
stay right here in Buena Vista 
where die has been loved and 
raised with the only family she 
has ever known." Ms. Robey 


said. 

Ms. Johnson, whose court- 
ordered genetic testing pro- 
duced the first faints of a switch, 
learned of Rebecca's where- 
abouts Sunday night and said 
she is looking forward to meet- 
ing with her biological daugh- 
ter 

“Words cannot express the 
way I felt,” die said. This last 
month of not knowing has been 
agony for my family and for 
me.” 

N adine Kaslow, an associate 
professor of child and family 
psychology at Atlanta’s Emory 
University, said returning the 
children to their biological fam- 
ilies could be harmful for both 
of them, especially Rebecca, 
who so recently lost the parents 
who had raised her. 

To then lose the extended 
family as well would be so 
emotionally overwhelming to 
her that she could be incredibly 
traumatised,” she said 

Hospital officials have deter- 
mined thai the switch occurred 
and that it could not have been 
an accident, but said they don’t 
know how it took place. Police 
are investigating the switch as a 
criminal acL 
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Hundreds killed in dyke 
burst near Yangtze River 


BEIJING (AFP) — A burst 
dyke on China’s flood- 
swollen Yangtze River 
unleashed a vicious torrent 
which swept hundreds of 
soldiers and civilians to 
their deaths, sources said 
Tuesday. 

The report came as heavy 
rains in die river’s upper 
reaches formed a new flood 
peak, menacing central 
provinces battered by 
weeks of record flooding, 
and a tropical storm 
loomed. 1 

The dyke ruptured in the 
Jiayu district of Hubei 
province, some 70 kilome- 
tres from the city of Wuhan, 
the Hong Kong-based 
Information Centre of 
Human Rights and 
Democratic Movement in 
China said. 

Group spokesman Frank 
Lu quoted sources in 
W uhan as saying die torrent 
from the rupture “sur- 
prised” 150 soldiers 
patrolling the dyke and res- 
idents of Paizhou and 
Hezhen counties, drowning 
hundreds of people. 

This year’s floods in the 
Yangtze River basin have 
been the worst since 1954, 
when 33,000 people died. 
More than 1,200 people 
have already been reported 
killed in flooding across 


southern China this sum- 
mer. 

The Chinese authorities 
said Monday they had 
begun blowing up dykes to 
flood countryside areas in a 
bid to stop flooding in key 
cities. 

Tt can’t yet be deter- 
mined whether the dyke 
bursts resulted from the 
blowing up of the dykes," 
said Mr. Lu. 

The deluge was large 
enough to drop the 
Yangtze's water levels at 
Wuhan by nearly 10 cen- 
timetres, he said. 

An official newspaper in 
Guangzhou confirmed that 
a serious dyke burst 
occurred but provided no 
details of casualties. 

The Yangcheng Evening 
News said a 700-metre 
wide bole erupted in the 
dyke — a secondary 
defence set back from the 
main levee on the Yangtze’s 
bank. 

The report said officials 
rescued 20,000 people from 
the torrent 

It said a leak was detected 
before the accident, and 
that 300 soldiers dispatched 
to the scene arrived too late. 

Authorities had already 
evacuated 10,000 people 
from the area, but the two 
counties are home to more 


than 560,000 people. The 
dyke burst flooded 100 
square kilometres, the 
newspaper said. 

An official with the flood- 
control bureau in Jiayu con- 
tacted by telephone said the 
dyke rupture occurred but 
that only one soldier died. 

Weather reports pointed 
to no relief from the flood- 
ing — a new flood peak 
was building in the 
Yangtze’s upper reaches 
and a tropical storm was 
approaching. 

An official with Beijing's 
Central Meteorological 
Observatory told AFP that 
heavy rains since Sunday in 
southwestern Sichuan 
province had created a new 
flood crest that would hit 
central provinces in the 
coming (fays. 

But he said the flood crest 
would not ’be as severe as 
the summer’s third, which 
last week pushed waters 
along half the Yangtze to 
record levels and caused 
the worst flooding since 
1954. 

A strong tropical storm 
expected to dump even 
more rain was due to hit the 
southeastern coastline late 
Tuesday or early 
Wednesday, state radio 
reported. 

The force 1 1 storm could 


yet turn into a typhoon — 
the category reserved for 
storm systems at force 12 
or higher, the observatory 
official said. 

Waters along the Yangtze 
also continued to rise at key 
locations, officials told 
AFP. : - 

At Wuhan, the Yangtze 
rose two centimetres 29.07 
metres above the riverbed. 

Xinhua reported that 
dykes in the Yangtze basin 
are in danger of giving way 
in 3,200 locations, 1,800 of 
which would cause “major 
ruptures.” 

A flood-control official in 
Hubei’s Xianning county 
also confirmed reports that 
dynamite had been used to 
divert Yangtze floodwaters. 

Xinh ua reported Monday 
that “11 small dykes were 
dynamited” in the county. 

Nearly 10,000 homes and 
10.000 hectares of farm- 
land were submerged fol- 
lowing the move, it said, 
adding that some 32,511 
local residents had to be 
evacuated. 

Similar measures — also 
aimed ar protecting 
Wuhan’s seven million res- 
idents — have been carried 
out in the area of Dongting 
Lake and along the 
Jingjiang, an tributary of 
the Yangtze. Xinhua said. 


Serb forces claim control of 
Kosovo after offensive 


PRJSTINA, Yugoslavia 
(AFP) — Serb forces con- 
trolled nearly all of the cen- 
tral Kosovo region of 
Drenica Tuesday after 
operations against rebel 
strongholds in the 
province, Serb sources said 
here. 

Serb forces were now 
holding the area between 
the key roads linking 
Pristina, the Kosovo capi- 
tal, with Titova Mitrovica 
in the north and with Pec in 
the west the sources said. 

However the Pristina-Pec 
road and that linking 
Pristina with Prizren in the 
south remained closed 
Tuesday. Seri) sources said 
the roads were not totally 
safe because of rebel 
Kosovo Liberation Army 
(KLA) activity. 

Fighting was continuing 
in an area around Srbica, 
the only place where the 
KLA was holding out, the 
Serb sources said. 

Serb police units took 
control of Lausa, a KLA 
stronghold near Srbica, and 
nearby villages early 
Tuesday, the Serb 
Information Centre said 


here. • 

“For months, Albanian 
extremists have been daily 
attacking the police and 
civilians in the Lausa area,” 
the centre said. It said no 
civilians had been killed 
during the offensive to 
retake the area. 

“The police from now on 
control all major parts of 
the region,” the official 
Tanjug news agency said 
after the fall of Lausa and 
other KLA strongholds in 
Drenica. 

Belgrade’s security forces 
launched a major offensive 
over a week ago to recap- 
ture areas held by the KLA 
rebels in Drenica and in 
western Kosovo around 
Djakovica near the 
Albanian border. 

Serb sources said there 
was no fighting in western 
Kosovo Tuesday. 

The KLA is fighting for 
independence for Kosovo, 
a Serbian province where 
the population is 90 per- 
cent ethnic Albanian. 
Serbia and the much-small- 
er Montenegro make up the 
rump Yugoslavia. 

Drenica and the western 


border region of Kosovo 
had become “scorched 
earth” zones, the Albanian- 
language newspaper Bujku 
said. 

“The Serb forces are loot- 
ing and setting fire to hous- 
es abandoned by civilians ” 
said Bujka, which supports 
Kosovo Albanian leader 
Ibrahim Rugova. 

Yugoslav military author- 
ities said Monday several 
dozen “terrorists” were 
killed in fighting near the 
Albanian border Sunday 
and Monday, Tanjung 
reported. It said the latest 
clashes broke out after a 
group of separatists tried to 
cross into Kosovo from 
Albania. 

The United Nations 
refugee agency, UNHCR, 
warned Tuesday of a 
refugee exodus in Kosovo, 
saying 70,000 people had 
fled their homes during the 
offensive of the past days. 

It said the number of dis- 
placed people in Kosovo 
had reached 200,000, a 
tenth of the population. 

The refugees who flee 
the fighting said that hous- 
es are being set on fire and 


pillaged by the Serb para- 
militaries or Serb forces,” a 
UNHCR spokesperson 

said. “Many areas are being 
de facto depopulated." 

Meanwhile. EU officials 
in Vienna complained that 
Yugoslav President 

Slobodan Milosevic had 
failed to reply to a letter 
from the European Union 
presidency demanding he 
keep a pledge to call off his 
forces. 

Austrian diplomat Albert 
Rohan, who headed an EU 
delegation that met with 
Mr. Milosevic last week, 
said the Serbian strongman 
“assured us that the mili- 
tary operation has come to 
a halt.” 

NATO contingency plans 
for possible military inter- 
vention in Kosovo were 
well advanced, sources 
close to the alliance said in 
Brussels. 

In Washington, the State 
Department also warned of 
a humanitarian crisis in 
Kosovo and said NATO 
plans for possible military 
intervention had been 
approved. 


Sydney’s water crisis dries up 


SYDNEY (R) — 

Sydney’s water supply 
was pronounced clean 
Tuesday after a contami- 
nation crisis forced mil- 
lions of residents to boil 
tap water for drinking, 
cooking and washing. 

Tests performed on 
water from around 
Australia’s largest city 
found no trace of the gia- 
rdia and Cryptosporidium 
parasites that can cause 
severe diarrhoea. New 
South Wales state gov- 
ernment officials said. 

“There is no need to 
boil your water in 
Sydney from now, the 
all-clear for all alert 
zones has been given, 
and in that context 
Sydney water is now safe 
and clean to drink,” New 
South Wales Urban 
Affairs and Planning 
Minister Craig Knowles 
told reporters after brief- 
ing the state cabinet on 
the crises. 

Sydney Water, the 
city’s water authority, 
later announced it would 
spend AS35 million 
(521) upgrading water 
storage controls and 
im proving daily monitor- 


ing of water filtration 
outlets. 

“It is as much as we 
possibly could do to 
ensure that we don’t see 
Cryptosporidium and gia- 
rdia in drinking water in 
the future,” Sydney 
Water chairman David 
Hill told reporters. 

The Olympic city’s 3.9 
million residents were 
warned last Wednesday 
to boil tap water for one 
minute before drinking 
it. 

The discovery of the 
parasites caused wide- 
spread panic. 

Businesses and individ- 
uals threatened to sue 
water authorities for mil- 
lions of dollars. 

Sydney law firms 
reported fielding dozens 
of inquiries from small 
and medium-sized busi- 
nesses such as hotels, 
restaurants and seafood 
suppliers. 

Many shops around the 
city sold out of bottled 
water, schools and child- 
care facilities shut off 
water fountains and pub- 
lic swimming pools were 
drained. 

State health authorities 


said that they had record- 
ed no increase in the 
number of illnesses relat- 
ed to the parasites, and 
would continue watching 
for reported cases of 
water-related illnesses 
for another two weeks. 

Dr. Robyn Napier of 
the state branch of the 
Australian Medical 
Association, a doctors' 
lobby organisation, said 
it would be hard to link 
cases directly to the con- 
tamination crisis because 
the disease can take 
months before symptoms 
emerge. 

“We might not see peo- 
ple for months,” Dr. 
Napier told Australian 
Broadcasting 
Corporation radio. “They 
might get sick, but 
they’re not that sick to go 
and see the doctor. They 
might put it off and put it 
off.” The state health 
department said there 
had been 1,048 cases of 
giardiosis reported so far 
in 1998, 400 in March 
after giardia was discov- 
ered in a number of 
swimming pools. 

The parasites were first 
found in water in some 


areas of Sydney’s central 
business district on July 
31 and were eventually 
traced back to a filtration 
plant in the city's west. 

The crisis grew rapidly 
and authorities said last 
Wednesday all Sydney 
residents must boil tap 
water before using it for 
drinking, washing hands, 
cleaning teeth, gargling 
and washing their chil- 
dren's faces and toys. 

The fallout is likely to 
last longer than the cont- 
amination crisis itself, 
with the public and 
politicians calling for the 
sacking of the board of 
Sydney Water for embar- 
rassing the city two years 
before it hosts the 
Sydney 2000 Olympics. 

“The public has no rea- 
son to trust this board 
again," state Liberal 
opposition leader Peter 
Collins told reporters. 

Mr. Collins said last 
week the crisis would be 
understandable “in 
Dhaka (capital of 
Bangladesh) after the 
flood” but not in a city 
like Sydney. 
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New standoff in Gulf? 


IS BAGHDAD about to start a new round 
of brinkmanship with the U.N. leading to a 
repeat of last February's standoff that 
almost led to a U.S. strike on Iraq? All indi- 
cations are that it would. Following the deal 
brokered by U.N. Secretary General Kofi 
Annan in February, Iraq was hoping that 
once the presidential palaces were inspected 
the eight-year-old crippling sanctions would 
be lifted. Now. UNSCOM chief Richard 
Butler has been sent back to the Security 
Council with Iraq’s absolute rejection for 
extending the time of his team's search-and- 
hope-to-find operations. 

Whilst it seems that the U.S. is not ready 
yet for an about face with Iraq, President 
Bill Clinton's administration is busy fend- 
ing for itself at home while its foreign policy 
is focused on China and Iran. And. as a 
result it does not seem to be ready to repeat, 
its February standoff by building up forces 
in the Gulf only to send them back home 
after the crisis dissipates. 

Iraq must also see an opportunity in a 
divided Security Council and in greater 
resentment for U.S. policies in the Middle 
East especially on the Palestinian-Israeli 
peace front where the U.S. has been reluc- 
tant to put its foot down and publicly humil- 
iate Israel by declaring Its proposal and 
pointing its finger at the party behind the 
stagnation in the peace-making process. 

Above all. Iraq’s best offensive would be to 
accompany its rejection of Butler’s “imple- 
mentation of C.S. policy'’ with a public rela- 
tions campaign showing the world the true 
picture of what sanctions have done to the 
innocent Iraqi people and what more harm 
procrastination over an amicable solution 
will bring. 

Had the Arabs been able to conduct effec- 
tive public relations in the West, especially 
the U.S.. the sanctions against Iraq would 
have long been lifted and Iraqi children 
would be enjoying normal life again. Proof 
of this is how Israel's public relations cam- 
paigns have kept its proposals hidden in a 
drawer. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A! Ra’i's Raja Elissa said the current water crisis 
which has hit most Amman residents can be described 
as 3 one of a kind catastrophe. The writer said bottled 
mineral water and spring water prices have sprocket- 
ed. and the government is doing nothing to stop the 
trend. He complained that water (anker prices have 
reached 50 dinars and a bottle of mineral water now- 
costs 350 fils. The writer said escalating water prices 
arc becoming an unbearable financial burden on capital 
residents. He urged the government not to waste any 
lime investigating the responsibility for the crisis. He 
called on the government to end the state of chaos and 
uncertainty and speed up its decision to lift a decade- 
long ban on importing mineral warer. 


Ai RaTs Fuhed Fanek criticised Ali Shukri. the head 
of the Jordan Telecommunications Corporation iJTC) 
for hi.s opposition to the government’s plan to sell off a 
substantial share of the firm to a global strategic 
in' ester. Dr. Fanek said any decision to sell is not Mr. 
Shukri's responsibility but rather that of the privatisa- 
tion committee of the Cabinet. He said privatisation is 
a national policy approved by the government, and 
millions of dinars have already been spent in prepara- 
tions for the privatisations. Dr. Fanek said Mr. Shukri 
does not have the right to change the government poli- 
cy. Privatisation is central to the economic reform 
process, the writer said. 


Washington Watch 


Dr. James Zogby 


Debate against sanctions grows in U.S. 


THE U.S. Senate put the Freedom from Religious 
Persecution Act (FRPA) on indefinite hold last week. As 
a result of this action, the legislation, which only one 
month ago seemed almost certain to become law (it had 
overwhelmingly passed the OongTess 375 -41). will not 
be voted on in the Senate this year. If it had passed both 
Houses and been signed into law, the FRPA might have 
resulted in some form of sanctions being imposed against 
more than 70 countries that have been found by the U.S. 
State Department to restrict religious freedoms. 

The decision to terminate action on the FRPA is due to 
a growing anti-sanctions movement that has been gaining 
ground in the United States. 

This movement began in late June with President 
Clinton's remarks in a press interview. The president 
observed, “we seem to have gotten sanctions 
happy... we' re in danger of looking like we want to sanc- 
tion everybody who disagrees with us.” Next came the 
introduction of anti-sanctions legislation sponsored by 
two of the Congresses' more respected foreign policy 
experts. Senator Richard Lugar (R-IN), and Congressman 
Lee Hamilton (D-IN). The Lugar-Hamilton bill proposes 
to severely limit the use of sanctions by introducing sev- 
eral restrictions on all such efforts. The bill would man- 
date a presidential waiver provision for all sanctions pro- 
grammes; it would automatically limit the duration of 
future sanction efforts to two years; before sanctions 
could be introduced, a preparatory study would be 
required demonstrating impact and alternatives; and it 
will be required, before sanctions could be imposed, that 
the precise objectives of the sanctions be defined. 

In arguing for his legislation. Senator Lugar noted that 
there is a sanctions “epidemic” that must be stopped. The 
United States, he noted, has used sanctions 115 times in 
the past SO years — 61 of them have been imposed in the 
past five years alone. The Congress has passed four new 
sanctions bills already this year and is currently consider- 
ing six more. 

Commenting on the bill Congressman Hamilton noted 


that the widespread use of sanctions by the United States 
was alienating many U.S. allies. 

“Our allies,” wrote Hamilton, “bristle at what they see 
as an overbearing — even domineering — style.” This 
combined push by the president and these senior mem- 
bers of Congress has spawned several articles and edito- 
rials in major U.S. papers decrying “sanctions addiction" 
and calling for a “more reasonable, less hysterical” 
approach to foreign policy. 

One analysis published in the Washington Post demon- 
strated that “more than one half of the world's population 
are currently subjected to U.S.-imposed sanctions. Of the 
25 countries under the most stringent sanctions, noted in 
the article, five are Arab (Iraq. Libya. Syria, Sudan, and 
Somalia), three others are Muslim countries (Iran. 
Indonesia, and Pakistan), eight arc sub-Saharan African 
and seven ore Asian. 

The authors of the article agreed with former Secretary 
of State Henry Kissinger who noted recently that “sanc- 
tions rarely work." In fact most recent commentaries on 
this subject have found only one clcar-cut instance where 
sanctions have produced real change — South Africa, in 
fact, the analysts continue, when applied unilaterally, 
economic sanctions can backfire. Today U.S. -imposed 
sanctions have cost the U.S. economy $20 billion in 
export losses and a loss of 200.000 jobs. It is for this rea- 
son that major U.S. businesses have become vocal oppo- 
nents against sanctions. 

Several other factors have combined to spur this grow- 
ing anti-sanctions effort. 

The White House has become increasingly frustrated 
with the difficulty it encounters each year in attempting 
to renew Most Favoured Nation (MFN) status for China. 
The White House and businesses fear that the United 
States might end up excluding itself from major markets 
resulting from: the automatic U.S. sanctions (required by 
U.S. law) against India and Pakistan; the inflexible and 
controversial congressional legislation imposing penal- 
ties on our allies who trade with Iran and Cuba; and the 


fear of international backlash if the FRPA were to pass. In 
general, there is a growing concern that a variety of ide- 
olocical croups have been able to use the Congress to 
pursue their narrow agendas and to force the United 
States into an isolationist stance through the use of sanc- 


tions. 


Now that the tide has begun to turn, it can be hoped that 
a more reasoned debate can take place on the use of sanc- 
tions. One must not. however, underestimate the difficul- 
ties ahead. Advocates of sanctions representing a diverse 
set of issues and causes, are often imbued with a moral 
self-righteousness and have won powerful congressional 
allies. Cuban-Americans. for example, will continue to 
press hard against Castro, and pro- Israel groups will con- 
tinue to seek to punish Iraq. Iran, and Libya, while the 
fundamentalist rieht wing will continue to press hard 
asainst Sudan and China. AH of these groups represent 
powerful constituencies that are organised into strong 
voter blocs in some key states. Their presence will, there- 
fore. not be easily overcome. 

What is important, though, is for the first time in recent 
years these narrow ideological groups have some vocal 
opposition in both political parties. In an unprecedented 
move, for example, more than 35 Democratic members 
of Congress wrote to the president urging reconsideration 
of the sanctions against Iraq. 

The Republican Party, which has always been viewed 
as the party of big business, has become, in recent years, 
a captive of the Christian right wing. These ties led the 
party to support extreme anti-business sanctions bills. 
Now. with the National Association of Manufacturers 
(NAM), outspoken against “sanctions addiction,” the 
fight within the Republican Party’ has begun. 

It is not clear what the outcome of this debate will be. 
The battles over sanctions will probably continue into the 
next session of Congress. 

But what is certain is that just as the FRPA was buried 
last week, the efforts to impose new sanctions will no 
longer be automatic or easy. 
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Starr transforms U.S. presidency 
into a kind of purgatory 


Class and religion in 
Clinton s America 


By Jeffrey Rosen 


WASHINGTON — The 
presidency is often called 
the loneliest job in the 
world. But it has recently 
become a lot lonelier. 

In the wake of Kenneth 
Stanr’s assaults on its pre- 
rogatives. the office of the 
U.S. president can no longer 
rely on the same privacy of 
internal deliberations that 
courts. Congress and special 
prosecutors take for granted. 

Whether he brings down 
Bill Clinton or he doesn't. 
Mr. Starr has transformed 
the presidency into a kind of 
purgatory. 

Thanks to Mr. Starr's 
recent victories, future pres- 
idents will not be able to say 
or do anything in carshort of 
their Secret Service guards 
without Fear of exposure. 
They will ha'e to censor 
what they say to their most 
trusted aides, loo. If future 
presidents feel the urge to 
to 


unburden^ ihemselves 
their closest friends, the urge 
will hase to be resisted. And 
they can seek the advice of 
therr official lawyers in the 
White House counsel’s 
office only at their peril. 

To whom. then, can the 
president turn for candid 
conversations that are 
immune from the subpoenas 
of partisan prosecutors? 
Only to lawyers like Robert 
Bennett and David Kendal!, 
who have devoted their 
careers to private rather than 
public service, at S*tOO an 
hour. 

This is a recipe not only 
for loneliness but also for 
presidential paralysis. As 
Judge Dawd Tate! of the 
U.S Court of Appeals for 
the District of Columbia 
objected in hts powerful dis- 
sent from the recent decision 
to deny attorney -client priv- 
ilege to Bruce Lindsey, the 
president's aide: “No presi- 
dent ejn navigate the treach- 
erous waters of posi- 
Waicrgate government, 
make controversial official 
legal decisions, decide 

whether to invoke official 
privileges, or even know 
when he might need private 
counsel, without confiden- 
tial legal advice.” 

Thanks to Mr. Starr, the 
president is uniquely isolat- 
ed. Judges assume that their 
conversations with their law 
clerks will be kept in confi- 
dence Indeed. Supreme 
Court justices have tradi- 
tionally told their clerks to 
treat their private delibera- 
tions as if they were protect- 
ed by attorney -client privi- 
lege. and the justices 
become furious when their 
confidences are breached. 

Grand jurors arc similarly 
confident that prosecutors 
cannot mvade the privacy of 


their internal deliberations 
without serious sanctions. 

Members of Congress, 
too. have faith that their pri- 
vate conversations with 
their aides will be protected, 
pointing to Article I, Section 
6 of die U.S. Constitution, 
which says that “for any 
speech or debate in either 
House, they shall not be 
questioned in any other 
place." 

Under the balance that the 
framers of the constitution 
established, the internal 
deliberations of each branch 
of government should not be 
lightly invaded by the pry- 
ing of the other two branch- 
es. 

Under threat of subpoena, 
the president agreed 
Wednesday to give video- 
taped testimony on Aug. 17. 
But the White House could 
have made serious (although 
untested) constitutional 
arguments suggesting that 
the independent counsel has 
no authority to force the 
president to give testimony- 
in an investigation where he 
himself is the target. 

Even Mr. Starr admits that 
it is not clear, in tight of the 
relevant Supreme Court 
cases, whether a president 
can be criminally tried or 
indicated before he is 
impeached and removed 
from office. But if the presi- 
dent cannot be iried or 
indicted, how can he be sub- 
poenaed? Who. after all, 
would have the authority to 
put the president in leg irons 
if he defied Mr. Stare? 

In upholding the indepen- 
dent counsel law. further- 
more. the Supreme Court 
stressed in 1988 that the 
independent counsel was 
supposed to be an "inferior 
officer." How tan he be 
inferior if he has the power 
to order his superior to testi- 
fy against himself? 

The proper way to investi- 
gate the president was out- 
lined by Alexander 
Hamilton in the Federalist 
Papers: ‘The president 

would be liable to be 
impeached, tried and. upon 
conviction ... would after- 
wards be liable to prosecu- 
tion and punishment in the 
ordinary course nf law.” 

By this. Hamilton did not 
mean to suggest that ihc 
president was above the law. 
On the contrary, the 
Federalist Papers suggest 
that a local grand jury 
should not be used as an 
reformation-gather! ng 
device when the president is 
suspected of wrongdoing. 
The constitution assigns that 
job to Congress, through the 
impeachment process. 

If Congress believes the 
president may be guilty of a 
crime it has the power to 
issue subpoenas to get the 


facts. And. as the Supreme 
Court suggested in the case 
of the Nixon tapes, if the 
president defies a subpoena 
issued by Congress (as 
opposed to an independent 
counsel) that in itself would 
be grounds for impeach- 
ment 

House Republicans have a 
political incentive lo delay 
the question of impeach- 
ment hearings until after (Me 
November elections. But 
instead of wailing for Mr. 
Starr's long-delayed report, 
members of Congress who 
take their constitutional 
duties seriously should pre- 
empt Mr. Starr's investiga- 
tion by holding prcliminary 
impeaehment hearings 
immediately. 

Unlike Mr. Starr, of 
course, they would have to 
pay a political price if they 
issued subpoenas that vio- 


By Gwynne Dyer 


TO PUZZLED Koreans and 
Thais, the latest turn in the 
Clinton- Lewinsky melo- 
drama just proves how 
inscrutable those 

Occidentals are, To Middle 
Easterners, it's obviously a 
Jewish conspiracy u» under- 
mine Clinton (though why 
Jews would want to under- 
mine the most pro- Israeli 
president in recent 
American history goes 
unexplained). But the 
French, for once, have got it 
right. 

Generally, the French are 
hopeless on American cul- 
ture: they think, for exam- 
ple. that Jerry Lewis is the 
greatest ariist of his genera- 
tion. But they are aware 
(since it’s their historv. too) 


map™™ 



latcd the president's privacy 
in ways that offended the 
people of the United States. 

If polls continue tn sug- 
gest that Americans arc 
unconcerned by the presi- 
dent's alleged falsehoods in 
the Paula Jones civil case, 
then the House Judiciary 
Committee would probably 
end its hearings quickly, 
without voting on articles of 
impeachment. 

If. on the other hand. 
Monica Lewinsky's revela- 
tions cause the country to 
rise up in moral indignation, 
the requirement of a two- 
third's vote for conviction in 
the Senate would ensure (hut 
Mr. Clinton's fate was 
decided by moderate 

Democrats and 

Republicans, such jv Joseph 
Licberman and Olympia 
Snowc, rather than by rabid 
partisans. 

Either way, swift impeach- 
ment hearings would restore 
the constitutional balance 
that Mr. Starr has unsettled. 


77ir writer. leytil affairs edi- 
tor of The Afrw Republic, 
teaches rnnstituttatuil law at 
the George Washington 
Umvcxity Imw School in 
WaikinRUu t D.C. 


International Herald 
Tribune 


that ihc intellectual and 
political principles of (lie 
great revolution in 1789. 
which have defined French 
national life ever since, 
were mostly borrowed from 
the American Revolution of 
1 5 years before. 

This gives them an almost 
unique perspective on the 
United States ifur 
Americans themselves 
know little history). In 
France, they do not just 
sneer at the U.S. media's 
obsession with Ihc ‘semen- 
stained dress' that Monica 
Lewinsky may or may nm 
have kept as a souvenir of 
her services to President 
Clinton. They lament and 
puzzle over the descent into 
cant and bathos of a politi- 
cal culture that was once the 
most open and creative in 
the West. 

But then, so would 
George Washington. If you 
brought the founding 
fathers of the American 
republic hack to life — 
Washington, Thomas 
Jefferson. Alexander 
Hamilton, above all Tom 
Paine — and brought them 
forward to the United States 
of today, they would flee 
screaming from their fel- 
low-citizens. 

What would harrifv them 


is not the body-piercing, the 
rap music, and the other 
ephemera of pop culture: 
these were clever, worldly 
men who broke all the 
molds of their time, and 
they'd figure that stuff out 
pretty fast. But they would 
he deeply disappointed by 
the religiosity and humbug 
of modem American public 
life, and they would wonder 
what went wrong. 

ft was partly inevitable. 
The founders of the republic 
included a high proportion 
of men who had little time 
for organised Christianity, 
and insisted on complete 
separation of religion and 
the state. But most 
Americans of the time were 
in the new world precisely 
because they were more 
religious than the European 
norm, religious dissenters 
of one sort or another who 
had moved to America to 
practise their beliefs freely. 
And numbers matter. 

The non-religious wrote 
the constitution, but it was 
die religious who ultimately 
defined the norms of 
American public life. Even 
today, the United States is 
an astounding ly religious 
country, some hO per cent of 
Americans go to church, 
synagogue or whatever 
once a month, a rate of pub- 
lic religious observance 
equalled in some Muslim 
countries but ten times 
higher than in Europe. 

■So there was bound to be 
■* permanent conflict 
between the popular 
impulse to legislate morali- 
ty and the constitutional ban 
on mixing religion and poli- 
tics. What tilled the balance, 
perhaps irrevocably, was 
the accident of the cold war. 

Communism was basical- 
ly a political doctrine, part 
of an argument about 4 hc 
distribution of wealth and 
power that had been ragine 
in Western culture for sever- 
'd hundred years. The athc- 
of Sovjet-stvlc 
Communism was mere l v a 
side issue — but it wys jfte 
uspcct most horrifying to 

devout Americans, "so* that 
was what the propagandists 
emphasised. 

For four decades. 
American propaganda 
waged what amounted to a 
holy war against the *cud- 
less' Soviet Union, and in 
the course nf it religious 
rhetoric look over much of 
the terrain prcvmuxlv 
reserved for the secular 
business of public 
America, is probably more 
overtly religious now th an 
at any time m its history 
Finally came tmilem 
mass media and the collapse 
of deference, making 5 h e 
private peccadilloes of pub- 


lic figures p’ublic property. 
Jack Kennedy could copu- 
late with everything that 
moved and still escape 
media attention 35 years, 
ago. Today. Clinton gets 
headlines for far less ambi- 
tious sexual adventures — 
and he gets judged by stan- 
dards that are basically reli- 
•gious f despite the special 
prosecutor's list of alleged 
legal and constitutional vio- 
lations). 

Clinton may yet get away 
with it: he is the 'Indiana 
Jones of American politics.’ 
But surely it would have 
been safer and easier if he 
had just opted for instant 
confession, a pseudo-reli- 
gious media ritual of 
redemption that has become 
a staple of modem 
American public life. 

If he had just said “I'm 
deeply sorry I did it. and 1 
pray to God that He will 
help me mend my ways” 
(about Paula - Jones, or 
Monica Lewinsky, or any 
other trouser problems) — 
and if his wife Hilary had 
said. “yes. he does have a 
trouser problem, but J love ; 
him for his other qualities i 
and I'm standing by my j 
man” — then he would j 
have been ofT the hook with j 
most of the American pub- f 
lie. j 

So why didn't he? Some j 
time agn. 1 asked that ques- j 
lion of Shelby Foote, one of 
the finest American histori- 
ans of his generation. And 
Foote simply drawled: “If 
you’re from Arkansas, your 
first instinct is to lie.” 

Now Shelby Foote is from j 
Mississippi. and ; 

Mississippians do not hold I 
people from the neighbour- \ 
ing stare of Arkansas in high ; 
esteem. In slavery days, the 1 
white planter aristocracy of ! 
Mississippi despised the J 
poor, redneck farmers of ; 
Arkansas even more than • 
their own home-grown , 
'wiiite trash.' and attitudes i 
linger. J 

It's not just religion that j 
drives tilings in Clinton's ; 
America; it's also region j 
and class. Within Shelby [ 
Foote's grand and sweeping 
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Mander, there is a kernel of 1 


troth; that Arkansas is a J 
place where the vast major- j 
ity of people have tradition- ( 
ally been entirely under the ; 
thumbs of the powerful few. ; 

When you cannot trusi the , 
institutions to be fair or for- i 
giving, it is generally wiser ■ 
to deny all when you get i 
into trouble. Clinton gre* J 
up in that tradition — so 1 * i 
didn't confess at the rigW 
time, and now he may 1 * ; 
dragged under. i 

Meanwhile. George j 
Washington spins quietly i 
his grave. 


j&fi 

<1 »n lsrae Ji 

the 


. « j^nian 

•N L J °r- 


us 

*ek 


Pau. . tt P* 
,es tinf 




the 




:j -UrHn 11 ?' 




V J s> 



the 


I 



Features 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, August 5, 1998 


? ely of ide! 

Con aress . 

pWS:' 

** d »ftlcu|, . 

,th a mural 1 ' 
maressiunj 

COni mu e , 0 

P* Silicon. 

*hiie jh, 
P** harj 
* represent 

mt ° ^ronc. . 

: W, H- there* 

Tle ‘ n recent 
some v fJCa) 

Precedemed 
IC members 
msideration ^ 

vieued ' ’ 

e *r ent years, 
led the 

“" li ‘Jns bills. ; 
m.ufaciurers > " 

sction.- the 

)ate utU he. i- 
n ue into the 

"as buried 
ons will no 


Heroin scandal rocks London’s 
devout Jewish community 
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By Banl Lasfamar 

THE ORTHODOX Jewish 
community in London has 
been shocked by a series of 
arrests of its members for 
alleged heroin smuggling. 
Police and Customs inquiries 
are centring on a drugs link 
, between Israel, Antwerp and 
London. 

Evidence of the new drugs 
—link follows: 

Two Jewish men are to 
appear British courts on heo- 
rin smuggling charges. 

The professional execution 
V on an Antwerp street in mid- 

■ July, of a Jewish jeweller and 
' leading figure in the Russian 

Mafia. 

• • . A Talmudic scholar accused 

■ m Tel Aviv this month of 
IfTimdering drugs m on ey 
through ids bank account 

The north London Ortho- 
dox community is r emaining 
tight-lipped about die arrests . 
although h is thought to be 
sev erefy embarrassed. 

Several people in the com- 
_ munity, who did not want to 
- ' be named, said that the arrests 
were causing anger and deep 
. r concern. 

The involvement of Ortbo- 

- dox Jews in bard drugs has 
echoes of the recent case in 
New York State where the 

' puritanical Amish sect was 
"- tom by the arrest of several 
younger members for drug 
dealing. 

The Orthodox and ultra- 
orthodox communities of 
Stamford Hill and GoLders 
Green in north London have a 
.reputation far being largely 
crime-free. While some 
.• t members of the Orthodox 
community have been jailed 

JLuds and other white collar 

■ cnmei if has never been asso- 
” dated with drugs or violent 

crime. The fact the arrests 
involve allegations of heroin 
has proved even more shock- 
ing. 

Police in several European 
countries began to suspect 
that the diamond area of 
Antwerp was becoming an 
international centre for drug 
smuggling two years ago 
when an Orthodox Jewish 
man firm Antwerp was 
arrested at Ramsgate. 

Dior Hazenfratz, then 34, 
from Antwerp, was jailed for 
11 years for trying to smuggle 
heroin. He was arrested by 
British customs officers while 
travelling with his wife and 

- child in the family Peugeot 


4G5. Undmeath the child s ea t 
in the back customs officers 
found 13 kilos of heroin 
worth £750,000. 

Hazenfratz, who was bom 
in Haifa and holds an Israeli 
passport as well as a Belgian 
identity card, appeared in 
Canterbury court wearing tra- 
ditional and carrying the 
Talmud. He had made other 
one-day trips to England. 

Hazenfratz said he had been 
told to meet a Georgian 
Orthodox Jew at a north Lon- 
don hotel. The ul timate desti- 
nation of the drugs was reput- 
edly David Santini, a Glaswe- 
gian who at die time was 
Scotland’s leading heroin 
dealer. 

In an unrelated raid, Santini 
was arrested while repacking 
a £1.1 millio n consignment nf 
heroin. He was jailed for 13 
years. A senior officer in the 
case said: “He had massive 
connections with Britain’s 
under-world and leads to 
European drug cartels." 

Following the arrest of 
Hazenfratz thugs officers 
began to suspect a new drugs 
route. The last stopping point 
for most drugs c oming into 
Britain is the Netherlands, but 
European police forces are 
making it more difficult to use 
that country as a transhipment 
point 

The collapse of Commu- 
nism has also opened up new 
smuggling routes through 
Eastern Europe into London, 
and Antwerp is ideally suited 
as a drugs centre. 

At the end of June British 
customs arrested a 19-year- 
old man from Antwerp in 
Dover with 10 kilos of heroin 
allegedly concealed in his hire 
can He is awaiting trial 
Shortly before an older man 
bad been arrested at 
Coquettes at the French 
entrance to the Channel Tun- 
nel British customs allegedly 
found quantities of heroin and 
cocaine. The man was an 
American Orthodox Jew liv- 
ing in Stamford Hill. 

British drugs officers sus- 
pect they are seeing the begin- 
ning of a new drug operation 
involving Antwerp’s Ortho- 
dox Jews and the Russian 
Mafia. The Orthodox com- 
munity has been a major play- 
er in the diamond and pre- 
cious metal market. Antwerp 
has the largest diamond centre 
in the world. Other centres of 
the diamond business are Tel 
Aviv and Hatton Garden, 
London. 



Antwerp's Orthodox com- 
munity is close knitted but 
cosmopolitan with close links 
with similar communities in 
Israel London, New York and 
LEastem Europe. It is an 
Ashkenazi community which 
originated mainly from East 
Europe. However, over the 
past two years the diamond 
business has taken a down- 
turn for the small trader and 
the trade has moved mainly 
into the hands of big corpora- 
tions such as DeBeeis. In 
addition, last year, police 
made a series of raids of dia- 
mond businesses suspected of 
tax evasion and money laun- 
dering. 

According to one customs 
source, smuggling diamonds 
from Antwerp to London's 
Hatton Garden has been on 
for many years. This expertise 
in smug glin g has now been 
turned to a more sinister trade. 


The Russian Mafia has made 
Antwerp a centre of its opera- 
tions and has been able to use 
the expertise of a community 
thai has fallen on hard times. 

Evidence of the violence 
associated with drug crime 
surfaced again in Antwerp 
three weeks ago. A Jewish 
trader , in precious metals in 
the city. Rachmeil “MDce" 
Brandwain, also reputed ro be 
a leading figure in the Russian 
Mafia, was stot dead. Under- 
world gossip has it that he had 
informed on another leading 
figure in the Russian Mafia 
who had been arrested in New 
York. 

In the 1980s Brandwain had 
sold gold thai was smuggled 
into Britain for a VAT fraud 
being run in Hanon Garden. A 
customs operation code- 
named “Operation Fiddler" 
arrested a number of men in 
London. Brandwain was also 


suspected to be a cocaine 
dealer. 

In July in Tel Aviv, three 
British drugs officers were in 
court to see an Israeli man 
charged with laundering 
money from an international 
drugs ring. 

According to local police, 
the British officers were from 
M 16 — the remit of the over- 
seas arm of British intelli- 
gence was extended to cover 
international drug smuggling. 

Israel Aron Albam, a 38- 
year-old Talmudic scholar, 
married with eight children, 
was released on a bail of 8 
million shekels (around £13 
milli on). The Tel Aviv court 
was told thai British authori- 
ties had been involved with 
the seizure of two boat-loads 
of drugs, the fust in 1992 with 
two tonnes of cocaine and one 
tonne of cocaine. 

The shipments originated 


Aron Albam (left) appeared in court in Tel Aviv watched, it is said, by officers of the 
British intelligence services. He is accused of laundering money from an international 
drugs ring. The car (above) used by Dror Hazenfratz to smuggle heroin, which was 
concealed beneath his child’s car seat (Main photo by Eli Dassa) 


from Columbia and were 
heading for Holland. The sec- 
ond beat was seized in Portu- 
gal and a British citizen 
known only as “John" was 
arrested. He claimed that 
Albam had given him 
£4S,0Q0 to pay for tire yacht 
The court was told that a 
number of men are held by 
the British authorities in con- 
nection with the smuggling 


nng. . 

Albam is an Ashkenazi of 
the large Vishmitz secL Police 
inquiries revealed that Albam 
was on a Israeli government 
grant for poor scholars to 
study the Talmud at the Yeshi- 
va (theology college). He had 
travelled to New York and 
London, apparently collecting 
money for charity. However, 
Israeli police found 400 mil- 


lion shekels (£66 million) in 
his bank account. The account 
was in the. Israeli religious 
bank which is tax exempt 
Albam admitted that he ran 
“a private bank" but claims 
that he did the laundering 
only for the chared im (the 
Orthodox). He has denied any 
connection with drugs deal- 
ings. 


Regent calls for patience 
on King’s homecoming 


(Continued from page 1) 

“We cannot move to 
the final status negoti- 

- arions without dealing 
- . with the technical 

points and we remain 

- -.optimistic about the 
--.second and third re- 
. : deployment phases 

which will lead to the 
, J. : final stage and also the 
: . 7 :‘ ; Uivolvement of all 
. Concerned parties 
7 ^ j including Syria and 
'fn Lebanon,” 

-a- 3 In reply to a question 
: j'about Jordan’s efforts 
jjtp break the deadlock 
: : -|n the negotiations, the 
-^.Regent said that Jor- 
.dan objects Israeli 
^changes . on the 
: ./ground. 

■ ^i“We cannot accept 
vTurther population 
^migrations and let us 
T he clear that we seek 

- do protect Jordanian 
"interests. It is in Jor- 

.; .4ten’s interest, and in 
jnew of our close ties 
with the Palestinian 
brothers, that we sup- 
poa the Palestinian 
^people to consolidate 
-~ their presence on their 
-national, soil,” the 
Princeadded. 

He further said that 
““we have, moved to 
clarify our position 
.. and _to say that there 
should- - be progress 

through the U.S. plan. 
■We have not closed the 


file in this respect.” 

Referring to the gen- 
eral situation in the 
region the Regent said 
that it is fraught with 
danger. He referred to 
the U.N. weapons’ 
inspection task in Iraq 
expressing hope that 
this problem will be 
solved and the embar- 
go be lifted. 

With reference to 
Jordan’s ties with 
Islamic states. Prince 
Hassan said: “We talk 
about developing our 
relations with Iran 
which currently holds 
the presidency of the 
Organisation of Islam- 
ic Conference (OIC) 
which undertakes 
political and diplomat- 
ic moves as it is dis- 
playing great interest 
in issues common to 
the Islamic World/’ 

The Regent referred 
to Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat’s 
visit to Trirkey and the 
emphasis laid on the 
question of Jerusalem 
saying that the Islam- 
ic countries are show- 
ing great interest in 
the future of this 
region. 

Referring to the Cab- 
inet’s deliberations. 
Prince Hassan said 
that he heard a brief- 
ing from Acting Prime 
Minister Abdullah 
Ensour about the mea- 


sures taken by the 
government in dealing 
with internal issues. 

“King Hussein is fol- 
lowing up on Jordan’s 
issues on a daily basis 
and it is the King’s 
concern over the Jor- 
danian people’s issues 
that prompted me to 
pay a visit to the 
Council of Ministers 
today.” 

The regent noted that 
the council of minis- 
ters focused attention 
on economic issues 
and on stare spending. 

He said ''the issue of 
public spending will 
be openly discussed 
during this month and 
the focus will be on 
the creation of new 
mechanisms in setting 
priorities for this 
issue.” 

He said the govern- 
ment, Parliament, 
unions, and political 
parties ought to shoul- 
der the responsibility 
in taking part in a dia- 
logue that would bring 
about a positive 
change in Jordanian 
people’s life. 
t He stressed on the 
need for reforms with 
the involvement of 
various public sectors. 


Ensour sets up an independent 
panel to investigate water crisis 


(Continued from page I) sis. 


treat water “as soon as they 
noticed die smell and colour of 
the water:" 

“Most of the reports say the 
water was polluiki before it 
reached Zai Treatment Plant." 
Deputy Ayed Adafleh told 
reporters. 'Therefore, it is not 
the fault of Zai technicians as 
the government says.” 

Deputy Faw3Z Zu'bi criti- 
cised Dl Haddadin for “giving 
the media and the people inac- 
curate information about die sit- 
uation instead of telling the 
truth." 

“Although the water pollution 
is under control as the minisier 
raid us, I request dial Water 
Ministry and Waier Authority 
officials be put on trial, starting 
with the minister himself." Ml 
Z u'bi told reporters. 

“We must not blame ZTP 
technicians because they began 
informing the ministry about the 
polluted water on June 15.” he 
added. "They also asked for 
help after they could not deal 
with ihe great amount of algae 
and other organic substances. 
But die ministry did not do any- 
thing." The Water Ministry said 
last week dial it had detected the 
cause of the discoloured and 
foul-smelling water and brought 
the situation under connoL 

But it steered dear of specify- 
ing the source of the problem — 
initially blamed on algae found 
in water supplies that soared to 
higher than usual levels as a 
result of hot weather conditions. 

According to Mr. Zu'bi, the 
minis ters of water and health are 
blaming each other for die cri- 


Dr. Haddain and the Minister 
of Health and Medical Care. 
Ashraf Kurdi were not available 
for comment. 

Raja Gedeon, a former assis- 
tant secretary general of Water 
Authority and a water e xpert, 
said that standards at the ZTP 
should be improved 

He added that lack of trans- 
parency and an absence of an 
accurate diagnosis of pollutants 
reaching the station exaggerated 
the problem. 

A1 Arab Al Yawm daily news 
paper published on Monday 
excerpts from a preliminary' 
report by the American water 
consultancy firm, Stanley Con- 
sultants. highlighting the find- 
ings that Yarraouk River. Lake 
TTberias and Mukhaibeh had 
high concentration of faecal coi- 
iforms (body waste). 

The report, a copy of which 
was made available to the Jor- 
dan Times, concluded that the 
ZTP was suffering from “sev ere 
constraints that have been added 
to the plant since its initial 
design.” ‘These constraints 
include a Yarmouk River water 
source that has become highly 
contaminated with faecal col- 
iform, and a new’ source from 
Lake Tiberias which contributes 
high concentrations of algae and 
total organic carbon. Additional- 
ly, these abnormally high load- 
ing. particularly the algae, are 
not consistent over time." the 
repot reads. 

The ministry of Health on 
Monday, issued a statement 
reaffirming that water treated at 
ZTP and pumped to Amman 
was fit for human consumption. 


PNA rejects Israeli pullback proposals 


(Continued from page 1) 

will lake a willingness on the 
side of the Palestinians,” he 
said. 

The U.S. proposals, accepted 
by the Palestinians several 
months ago, would require 
Israel to tom an additional 13 
per cent of the West Bank over 
to Palestinian control to fulfil 
an interim peace accord signed 
in 1995. 

In exchange, the Palestinians 
would take tougher action 
against anti-Israel militants and 
the two sides would launch 
long-overdue negotiations on a 
permanent peace settlement 

Mr. Netanyahu has resisted 
the U.S. plan for months, 
claiming that a pullback from 
13 per cent of the West Bank 
would place vital Israeli inter- 
ests, including Jewish settle- 
ments in the West Bank, in 
jeopardy. 


Israel has offered instead to 
cede 10 percent of the Territory 
to Palestinian rule, while desig- 
nating a further three per cent 
as “nature reserves" where the 
PNA would have only very 
limited civilian control. 

Mr. Arafat insists the PNA be 
given full control over all 13 
per cent although Palestinians 
have signalled a willingness to 
accept limits on construction in 
the “nature reserve" areas. 

Israel had promised “new 
ideas” for the withdrawal at 
Monday's meeting. 

But Palestinian negotiator 
Hassan Asfour said the ideas 
amounted only to slightly 
expanding the civilian powers 
the authority would have in the 
nature reserves while leaving 
all control over security and 
public order in the hands of 
Israel. 

"The Israeli ‘new ideas' 
showed that the Israeli govern- 


ment wants to waste rime and 
the Palestinian Authority has 
no time to waste," Mr. Asfour 
said. 

“The Israelis should now take 
their ideas to the American 
administration to solve the 
problems... ins lead of trying to 
get the Palestinians to accept 
changes to the major points in 
the U.S. initiative, because this 
will never happen," he said. 

On Monday, the U.S. State 
Department called on both 
Israelis and Palestinians to pur- 
sue their talks and put “specific 
proposals on the table" con- 
cerning the scope of the troop 
withdrawals. 

The Palestinians currently 
have full control over three per 
cent of the West Bank and 
around 60 per cent of the Gaza 
Strip and partial control over 
another 24 per cent of the West 
Bank, where the Israeli army 
retains security powers. : 


Kahalani in Amman Thursday 


(Continued from page 1) 

against withdrawal from the occu- 
pied Golan Heights, diplomats 
said. 

According to analysts, Jordan, 
which enjoys credibility with both 
Palestinians and Israelis, is exert- 
ing pressure on all concerned par- 
ties to move the process forward, 

“Jordan is playing an active role 
and maintaining contacts with the 
Israeli government, the opposi- 
tion, the Palestinians and the 
Egyptians to avert a total break- 
down,” said the official. “Jordan’s 
national security interests are at 
stake." 


Jordan is keeping a close watch 
on development on the Israeli- 
Palesdnians peace track, which 
has been deadlocked since Tel 
Aviv’s decision to build a setde- 
ment in Jabal Abu Ghneim. Jordan 
has voiced its worry that a break- 
down in talks could have negative 
repercussions on the Kingdom and 
the region. 

Deputy Prime Minisier and For- 
eign Minister Jawad Anani held 
talks with Mr. Netanyahu in Israel 
and the Palestinian top negotiator 
Mahmoud Abbas visited Jordan 
last month to discuss ways of 
jumps tarring the peace process. 

Israel has rejected U.S. propos- 


als calling on it to cede another 13 
per cent of the West Bank to Pales- 
tinian self-rule in exchange for 
Palestinian steps to deter anti- 
Israel violence, whereas Palestin- 
ian President Yasser Arafat has 
accepted the U.S. plan. 

Israeli press reports say Israel 
has suggested a handover of 10 
per cent of the West Ban!: while 
limiting Palestinian rule over a 
further three per cent which will 
be designated as a "nature 
reserve." 

Israel and Palestinian negotia- 
tors Iasi month resumed their first 
direct contacts in months to break 
the 17-monih-old impasse. 
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Lebanon fights to prove 
financial credibility 


BEIRUT tR) — Expectations of 
u l 04 ^ budget delicti approach- 
ing 4- per cent of expenditure 
u»'uld cause shudders in most 

countries but in Lebanon the 
new*- i' cause for celebration. 

Not onl\ uiHiki meeting that 
urge! be .1 marked improvement 
on List wear's 5P per cent delicit. 
bin die government's apparent 
micclv* in keeping to its promise 
for the first time in several years 
is surprising private economists 
who were scepucal wlien the 
budget plans were unveiled at the 
start of die year. 

"It is our target to achieve a 
lvner figure dun the budget fig- 
ure.” Fou.iJ Smiora. minister of 
state tor tin.mcial a flairs, told 
Reuters. "I e .111 reafly very safely 
siiy we will enj the year with a 
lower deficit than what was 
anticipated in die budget.” 

Through the first si\ months of 
the yettr the government has run 
a deficit of percent, meaning 
they only luve to cover half their 
expenditure in live second lialf to 
meet die target set in the budget 
law. 

■'They re doing a very gtxxf 
job with die liseal targeLs.” .said 
Kama! Shehadi. director of Mid- 
dle Ejsi and North Africa sover- 
eign risk for Thomson 
B.mk^atch Tni very opti- 

mistic because I think this was 
dtc major problem. Once you put 
yi-:ir |i>c.il house in order, things 
can st.in improving.” 

••fins js 1 he second step in 
three major phases." he added. 
-Rrsi you stabilise the currency, 
tw.i. you stabilise the budget and 
three. you implement reforms 
w Inch tire more complicnled” 

Lebanon’s cunviicv has been 

stabilised since Pnme Minister 


Rafik Ai Hariri look office in 
1992. two years after a 15-year 
civil war ended. Last November 
political leaders agreed for the 
first time on the need to cut a 
deficit that had pushed the 
national debt to near the level of 
the annual gross domestic prod- 
uct (GDPV 

Debt affects ratings 

The mounting debt, combined 
with the chronic failure to meet 
deficit targets, prompted rating 
agencies to lower their assess- 
ments for Lebanon this year. 

Although officials say that 
action reflected the past rather 
than the improving present situa- 
tion. they privately do not expect 
any rise in Lebanon's credit rat- 
ing before the government show s 
it can meet this year's deficit tar- 
get. 

However, finance department 
officials are confident they' are 
turning the situation around, 
reporting a primary surplus this 
year. 

One senior official said the 
ratio of debt to GDP — which 
the government says is slightly 
less than 100 per cent but most 
private economists say is now 
over that yardstick — would 
probably peak inside the next 12 
months. 

According to Mr. S mi ora. 
meeting this year's target will 
mean a deficit equal to 12 per 
cent of GDP. down (ram 23 per 
cent in 1997. Mr. Hariri has 
promised to eliminate the deficit 
in eight years. 

For private economists, the 
focus is shifting from 1998 tar- 
gets to prospects for 1999. after 
this autumn's election of a new 
president, when some delayed 
costs should hit the budget 
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Although Mr. Sinioni and 
other finance ministry officials 
adamantly deny there is a policy 
to delay payments to flatter the 
figures. many economists 
believe bills are going unpaid. 

“They are going to make sure 
the)’ are safe until the end of this 
year." said an economist who 
asked not to be identified. "I can 
understand them being very, very 
insistent on at least officially get- 
ting the figures under 42 per 
cent” 

Worrying factors 

Economists also fear the gov - 
ernment will not win its bottle to 
. minimise the impact of a pro- 
posed wage increase for civil ser- 
vants that backers want made 
retroactive to 1 996. Annual costs 
could add 600 billion Lebanese 
» pounds (5-400 million) to expen- 
ditures that are set at 7.920 bil- 
lion pounds this year. 

There has also been little men- 
tion of a plan announced by 
Lebanon 's leaders last year to cut 

60.000 jobs from the bloated 

160.000 public payroll over six 
years. Privately, officials concede 
it will be hard to make cuts 
opposed by politicians who 
installed their followers in (he 
jobs. 

The cost of debt servicing and 
salaries takes up between 75 per 
cent and 80 per cent of the bud- 
get. leaving little other room for 
cuts. 

The alternative to cuts — rais- 
ing taxes — has also been diffi- 
cult. 

Rut of this year's improve- 
ment has come from an increase 
in import tariffs and a restaurant 
tax. but a higher petrol (ax has 
been repeatedly blocked and 
enforcement of Lebanon's low 
10 per cent income tax remains 
spotty. 

“If we move taxes from the 
current 165 per cent (of GDP) to 
25 per cent, which is still lower 
than the Middle East average of 
28 percent, we will definitely set 
the prerequisites of a fiscal soft 
landing." said Marwan Bandeau 
head of research at Banquc Audi. 

The government says it is in 
synch with those private assess- 
ments, that 1998 maked the start 
of fiscal responsibility that will 
be maintained. 


Netanyahu orders 
job-creation plan 


TEL AVIV (R)— Israel's 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu Tuesday gave the 
finance and labour min- 
istries 24 hours to come up 
with a plan for creating 
20.000 new jobs within two 
months, a Treasury official 
said. 

“Netanyhau has instructed 
the Finance Minister (Yaa- 
cov Neeman) and .the 
Labour and Social Affairs 
Minister (Eli Yishai) to 
come up with a concrete 
plan to put 20.000 unem- 
ployed people to work with- 
in the next two months.” 
said Esty Applebaum. Mr. 
Neeman *s media adviser. 

Mr. Netanyahu's instruc- 
tions come amid growing 
pressure on Netanyahu's 
government to stem Israel's 
rising unemployment- 
The prime minister has 
said (he 1999 budget, on 
which the cabinet will begin 
deliberations next week, 
will seek to create jobs and 
spur growth. On Monday, he 
said he was forming an advi- 
sory council to address the 
problem. 

Ms. Applebaum did not 
have any details about 
which sectors would benefit 
from the job-creation plan or 
where the money to finance 
the plan would come from. 

Unemployment has risen 
steadily since Mr. 
Netanyahu took office in 
June 1996. reaching an esti- 
mated 9.3 per cent in May 
from 6.5 per cent. 

Treasury spokesman Eli 
Yosef said the Labour Min- 
istry' had 700 million shekels 
that was previously ear- 
marked to sponsor job cre- 
ation. Mr. Neeman's and Mr. 
Yishai 's staff were expected 
to meet on Tuesday night to 
hammer out a blueprint. 

Under growing criticism 
for his handling of Israel's 
troubled economy. Mr. 
Netanyahu announced Mon- 
day the creation of a high- 
level commission to battle 
unemployment- 
Following a cabinet debate 
on the worsening recession, 
Mr. Nctanvahu's office said 


the “socio-economic coun- 
cil” would include senior 
ministers, the central bank 
■governor and the head of 
Israel’s powerful Histadnit 
trade union federation. 

“The council will formu- 
late proposals for addressing 
various problems including, 
first and foremost, unem- 
ployment." the cabinet state- 
ment said. 

The move coincided with 
the release of a report by the 
Israeli Manufacturers Asso- 
ciation forecasting that 
unemployment would reach 
10 per cent of the work force 
in 1999. Joblessness has 
risen steadily since Mr. 
Netanyahu’s right-wing 
government came to power 
in June 1996 and currently 
stands at 9.3 per cent, a five- 
year high. 

At the same time, econom- 
ic growth is expected to 
drop to barely one per cent 
this year, down from an 
average six per cent from 
1994 to 1996 and the lowest 
level in Israel in 32 years. 

The deepening recession 
coupled with the persistent 
crisis in the peace process 
with the Palestinians has 
prompted opposition politi- 
cians and even senior mem- 
bers of Mr. Netanyahu's 
own coalition to call for 
early elections — now 
scheduled to be held in 
2000 . 

Government officials said 
the new council would' hold 
its first meeting this week, 
during which members will 
be called upon to present 
concrete proposals for eas- 
ing unemployment. 

The opposition Labour 
Party was quick to dismiss 
Mr. Netanytahu's new coun- 
cil as a “public relations 
gimmick." 

“Anyone who wants to 
combat unemployment 
effectively should shift 
funds being spent on the 
Jewish settlements (in the 
occupied territories) to the 
development towns inside 
Israel where unemployment 
is highest " the party said in 
a statement. 
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Job losses mount as Britain struggles with high pound, low productivity 


LONDON (AFP' — The twin 
strains of high interest rates and 
low productivity are blighting 
British business, with wide- 
spread job losses and gloomy 
forecasts piling pressure on the 
Bank of England before it meet' 
on monetary conditions on 
Thursday. 

* Union leaders and bosses unit- 
ed on Monday with calls for the 

„ central bonk, freed by the 
Labour government to «et tn:er- 
etf rotes in May ,'997. rxrt to 
raise rates for the seventh time 


since then. 

Forecasts of impending reces- 
sion here have gained force after 
the loss of high-profile interna- 
tional investments and art backs 
at sm-tli British firms. 

The Confederation of British 
Industry tCBli employers' 
group said in its latest survey' of 
small and medium enterprises 
tSMEsi th.il almost i.nc thud of 
companies have shed worker', 
sirux* April . • 

The CBI predicts worse to 
come m frte late of the lowest 


export orders to small business- 
es since 1980. Domestic 
demand for manufactured prod- 
ucts also fell for the tint rime 
since the last recession. 

CBI SME spokesman. Colin 
Pfcny. said in a statement' “The 
outlook for manufacturing 
SMEs is bleak ... SMEs arc cut- 
ting jobs and expert to make 
more redundancies in the com- 
ing four months." 

The CBI has led the chorus’ 
urging lower interest rotes, 
insisting that British factories 


have been unable to compete in 
international markets given the 
30 per cent rise in sterlinc since 
mid- 1 997. 

High profile factory closures 
have captured the headlines in 
the past two weeks. On Friday, 
the German elects mics giant 
Siemens said it would close a 
micro-chip plant here with the 
loss of 1.1 nn jobs. 

The announcement cainc jiw 
one week after the German car 
maker BMW said th.il it was to 
shed 1.51X1 jobs at ns British 


Rover unit citing the strength of 
sterling. 

The leader of the general 
GMB union. John Edmonds, 
wanted in a statement that 
“.some 250.000 jobs arc in jeop- 
ardy because of high interest 
rates and the high pound." 

The government ha* conced- 
ed dial tlic strong pound i* dent- 
ing balance sheds, hut insists 
tliat low productivity is the nvu 
cause of business failure here. 

Productivity is 4i.| pci cent 
lower Iktc than in the United 


States and 20 per cent lower 
than in France and Germany, 
ministers say. 

Unions and the CBI agree that 
the productivity of British com- 
panies has suffered from low 
skills training at work. 

“Wc have two problems, we 
certainly have a producthiiy 
problem and that needs to h: 
addressed.” Mr. Edmonds told 
the BBC. "Nit the second prob- 
lem is the high value of the 
pound.” 
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Business & Finance 


Jordan limes, Wednesday, August 5, 1998 



Abu Hassan: ‘The least cooperation with the industrial 
sector comes from the Ministry of Industry and Trade’ 


** “THE BUDGETS in Jordan are most- 
ly for salaries and pensions and not for 
building the economy despite all the 
challenges that we face,” the president of 
the Amman Chamber of Industry (ACI) 
told the financial and economic commit- 
tee of the Lower House of Parliament 
recently. 

ACI President Khaldoun Abu Hassan 
indicated that the industrial sector in 
Jordan provides more than 150.000 job 
opportunities and. at 22 per cent, is the 
highest contributor in the gross domestic 
product. Yet. despite all of this, “the sec- 
tor is targeted and suffering the most 
since the death of the agricultural sector, 
and the construction is saying its last 
words." 

Mr. Abu Hassan said the Jordanian 
economic problem lies in not having a 
strategy. “There are individual decisions, 
sometimes personal and moody, in addi- 
tion to implementing ideas coming from 
the World Bank without discussing 
them." He added that some measures 
when implemented turn out to be 
tougher than what the World Bank has 
required. 

The ACI chief pointed out that the 
industrial sector is currently operating at 
less than 50 per cent of its capacity and 
that production is continuously retreat- 
ing while the dismissal of workers and 
staff has reached a rare of 25 per cent 
sometimes. He mentioned-also that some 
Jordanian industrialists have started to 
set up industries in Saudi Arabia, Dubai. 
Egypt and some republics of Central 
Asia similar to those they have in Jordan. 

“The least cooperation with the indus- 
trial sector comes from the Ministry of 


Industry and Trade which has shown no 
concern in breaking up the sector by 
encouraging the establishment of new 
chambers of industry, rejecting the for- 
mation of a Jordan Chamber of Industry 
and not defending industrial interests, or 
solving the problems of industrialists/’ 
Mr. Abu Hassan stressed. He emphasised 
that the ACI had often called for exempt- 
ing production input from customs and 
duties in order to enable the local indus- 
trialists to compete in quality and prices 
against foreign products. “The ACI has 
offered to compensate the treasury for 
the loss expected as a result of exemp- 
tions/’ he noted. 

Mr. Abu Hassan described the current 
economic policy as “f ulfillin g outside 
requirements and neglecting internal 
requirements.” He explained that the 
Department of Customs and other gov- 
ernment institutions seek only to deepen 
the trend of collecting revenues without 
showing any flexibility even at die 
expense of investment and economic 
growth. — - 

The president of the ACI contended 
that the unemployment rate is between 
25 and 30 per cent and not 12 to 15 per 
cent as some official parties claim. 

“The Ministry of Planning has request- 
ed *the Centre for Strategic Studies at toe 
University of Iordan to conduct a study 
about unemployment and specified the 
result before hand to be not more than 1 2 
per cent,” he said. “The centre refused to 
carry out the study as it detected an 
intention to conceal facts,” Mr. Abu 
Hassan concluded. 
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ARIES: (March 21 to April 19; Fun and games com- 
pete with* the good, old-fashioned work ethic today. You 
can do both at the same time. If you figure out how to 
make your job fun, you’ll inspire everyone to do the 
same. You’ll all be amazed at your productivity. 
-TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) This is a lucky day for 
/you*. Condirions 1 are combining to give you a slight*' 
advantage, which _is always helpful this time of year. 
You may feel like you don’t get heard as well as you’d 
like. Today you have a couple friends on your side, so 
your voice will be a little louder. Go ahead and speak 
up. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) It’s a very creative peri- 
od and you’re coming up with great ideas. But, as you 
know, there’s a gap between toe idea and toe actual 
physical product. Thar’s the gap you'll be bridging right 
now, with the help of friends and your hard work. The 
opportunity is there, but you have to make something 
of it, so get busy. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) You’re in the spotlight 
today and you're not all that comfortable with toe atten- 
tion. Some of it could be kind of critical, but don’t 
become a doormat. Fight back by letting them know 
your position in the matter. Go ahead and be assertive. 
It’s necessary this time and won't hurt anybody's feel- ■ 
mgs too badly. Tell it like it is. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You’re in toe spotlight 
again. You might as well get used to it. Actually, you 
kind of like it. Leo is the sign of the entertainer and you 
could put on a pretty good show. You don’t really want 
to have them notice something that needs to be done 
over, however. Better get busy right away. 

VIRGO: ( August 22 to September 22) Today looks 
good for romance, but there are too many other things 
going on. You and your sweetheart may have to just 
wave to each other in passing. The flurry of activity this 
time goes on well into the night, so enjoy the brief 
moments you get to spend together, or whatever else 
you can manage to accomplish. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You need to 
stay home tonight, although there's something enticing 
going on out there. This is a difficult situation, but you 
can figure out a way to make it all work. Creativity will 
be required and you may have to do a little delegation, 
too. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) You might 
be learning a lesson the hard way, but don’t argue or 
despair. The skills you acquire can make you more suc- 
cessful in your present job or help you get a better job. 
Keep plugging away, even if the task is difficult. This 
will definitely to pay off in the future. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) The 
moon is in Capricorn and that could cause a bit of 
action in your finan cial department. It looks like a good 
time to put money away, especially if you’re planning a 
big trip. If that's not on toe agenda, it should be. 
Sagittarians should always be planning a big trip. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) You 
could have an argument with your mate about money 
today. Even if toe other person starts it, you’d fall right 
in. To avoid this situation, wotk up another source of 
income before you have toe conversation. Thai might 
mean you have to get creative early in the morning, but 
it'll be worth the effort. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Again, real- 
ity is rearing its ugly head. It’s time to put the plan into 
effect. The switch has to be flipped. The rocket has to 
be launched. The ship has to be sailed. You 11 think of 
some more analogies. At any rate, toe theme for this 
day is to make it happen. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) It’s a good day for 
a gathering of the clan. Group activities are sometimes 
scarcy for yon. Many Pisceans would rather hang out 
with 'animals and children than to be in a group of 
adults. Pretend to have fun, even if you're nervous. It 
‘ might work. 

Birthstone of August: Peridot — Golden Quartz , 


CBJ signals 
higher rates 

By Abdul Saiam Gbaraibeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Tbe Ce rural Bank 
of Jordan (CBJ) Tuesday 
increased die one week interest 
rare on repurchase agreement of 
certificates of deposit to 1 1 per 
cent per annum, up from 10 per 
cent. On July 28, 1998. tbe CBJ 
increased the (merest rare on. 
repurchase agreemenr of certifi- 
cates of deposit from 85 per cem 
per annum to 10 per cent because 
of unjustified speculations on die 
Jordanian dinar 

Observers viewed the CBJ 
measure as a dear message to 
licensed banks to increase inter- 
est rates on deposits in Jordan 
dinar with a view to turning it 
into a competitive investment 
tool as opposed to other curren- 
cies. Commenting on tbe CBJ 
measure, Fahd Fanek, an eco- 
nomic analyst and writer said the 
CBJ’s latest measure is a precau- 
tionary one aimed at deterring 
speculators who are unnecessari- 
ly buying U.S. dollars and 
increasing their losses for doing 
so from four per cent to six per 
cent or more per annum. 

He noted tbai the measure will 
be a temporary and short term 
one until dealers and speculators 
comprehend the nature of the sit- 
uation which do not call for any 
panic. 


Demand 
for dollar 
returns 
to normal 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Demand 
for toe U.S. dollar 
returned to normal in the 
money market this week, 
days after His Majesty 
King Hussein assured the 
country about his health 
condition. 

Fawaz Kabarici, a mon- 
eychanger, said demand 
for the U.S, dollar 
dropped in toe market 
showing confidence in 
the national currency. 

On July 14, toe King 
flew to Mayo- Clinic in 
Minnesota for checkups 
after complaining from 
recurrent fever and cold 
sweats. 

The news about toe 
King’s health condition 
led to a brief demand for 
the dollar and pushed the 
dollar exchange rate to 
JD0.7140-JD0.7150 up 
from JD0.71 10- 

JD0.7120 

In a televised interview 
with Jordan Television 
from Minnesota on July 
28. the King told the 
Jordanian people that toe 
lymphoma with which he 
was diagnosed is curable 
and his response to the 
first phase of toe 
chemotherapy was posi- 
tive. 

“His Majesty's words 
were enough to cool off 
the fears and restore con- 
fidence in the national 
currency," Mr. Kabariti 
told the Jordan Times. 

He pointed that “people 
now change to?ir hold- 
ings from dollars and 
other hard currencies 
back to dinars." 

“Moneychangers and 
commercial banks coor- 
dinated with the Central 
Bank to clam down the 
situation." he added. 

Mr. Kabariti indicated 
that toe dollar rate is cur- 
rently ranging from 
JDQ.7115 to JD0.7125. 

Awad Saudi, another 
moneychanger. said 
demand for dollars, 
which almost tripled in 
the past week, returned 
to normal this week. 

“People’s demand 
returned to normal and 
they are not rushing now 
to change their holdings 
from dinars into dollars 
as it happened in the past 
week." Mr. Saudi said. 


AFM report analyses share trading In June 


By Tareq Ayyoub 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Turnover at 
toe Amman Financial 
Market (AFM) declined by 
JDl'2.8 million in June 
compared to the previous 
month while toe general 
price index decreased by 
5.2 points during toe same 
period, a stock market 
report indicated Tuesday. 

The report on the stock 
market activities for June 
showed that the turnover 
amounted to JD19 million 
compared to JD3I.8 mil- 
lion during May while toe 
number of: shares that were 
traded in June was 7.1 mil- 
lion compared to 18.2 mil- 
lion in the previous month. 

The general price index 
in the~ organised market 
recorded in June was 174.6 
points compared to 179.8' 
points in May. a drop of 
5.2 points, the report, 
which was made available 


to toe Jordan Times 
showed. 

The banking sector won 
60.2 per cem of the total 
turnover during June fol- 
lowed by the industrial 
sector with -30.1 percent. 
The services sector 
accounted for 7.8 per cent 
and finally the insurance 
sector for 1 .9 per cent, the 
report indicated. 

It pointed out that toe 
banking sector won JD11.4 
million of the June 
turnover compared to 
JD1S.6 million during 
May, followed by the 
industrial sector which 
recorded JD5.7 million in 
June compared to JD1S.2 
million recorded in the 
previous month. 

Tbe services sector regis- 
tered JD1.4 in June com- 
pared to JD3 million in 
May and finally the insur- 
ance sector totalled 
JD360.598 compared to 
JD2 15,078 a month before. 


The Arab Bank, toe 
Kingdom’s largest finan- 
cial institution, emerged 
the big winner during the 
June trading with a 
turnover amounting to JD7 
million followed by toe 
Arab Pharmaceutical 
Manufacturing with JD1.8 
million and JD1.4 million 
for the Housing Bank. 

The largest number of 
shares that were traded was 
registered by the Jordan 
National Bank with 
774,714 shares followed 
by the Arab 

Pharmaceutical Manufact- 
uring Company (630,622) 
and the Housing Bank 
(502.760). 

Tbe average daily 
turnover recorded during 
June was JD 904,949 down 
from JD1.3 million in the 
previous month, the bul- 
letin indicated. 

The highest price for 
shares recorded at the 
AFM was toe Arab Bank 


share whose closing price 
was JD195 followed by the 
Jordan Petroleum Refinery 
with_ a closing price of 
JD11 and Jordan Hotel and 
Tourism Company at 
JD9.08. 

The bulletin showed that 
the turnover in toe parallel 
market during June 
amounted to JD4.1 mil- 
lion, with toe services sec- 
tor posting JD1.9 million 
followed by toe industrial 
sector which recorded 
JDi.5 million. 

The banking secror 
accounted for JD62S.287 
and finally insurance sec- 
tor for JD9.513. 

The number of transac- 
tions that were concluded 
on toe trading floor was 
1,573,542 shares with a 
value amounting to JD3 
milli on compared to 
1.739.285 shares valued at 
JD6.7 million in toe previ- 
ous month. 
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8 

355.500 170.000 

ARAB BANK *' 

17.8 

.92 

11 

950 

207100 

218.00 

218.00 



2.100 

1.820 

JOR. NATIONAL BE. 

13.4 

4.24 

8 

5220 

8611 

1.65 

1.65 


S 

3.230 

1.130 

BAHX OP JORDAN 

E 

0.00 

10 

2387 

2713 

1.15 

1.13 

.02- 


1.30O 

.870 

HID. EAST DfV.BK. 

68.3 

0.00 

4 

700 

722 

1.02 

1.04 

.02+ 

S 

2.680 

1.550 

INDUSTRIAL DEV. BE. 

10.9 

6.65 

9 

50720 

78631 

1.56 

1.56 

— 

8 

6.510 

2.610 

THE BOOSING BE. 

19.5 

3.26 

6 

8900 

27395 

3.07 

3.07 

- 

S 

4.00(1 

1.690 

JOR. ISLAMIC BABE 

17.6 

0.00 

10 

3150- 

5424 

1.72 

1.72 

— 

8 

3.900 

1.350 

OOR. XNV. FIN. BANK 

23.8 

3.23 

7 

2139 

33 14 

1.S5 

.1.55 
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-0.01 

65 

74166 

333909 
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2.310 

2.200 

TOUTED INSURANCE 

39.9 

0.00 

2 

525 

1155 

2.20 

2.20 



2.850 

1.620 

OOR FRENCH ZNSOR. 

7.6 

9.23 

2 

1100 

3031 

2.80 

2.71 

.09- 

S 

2.630 

1.200 

JORDAN CULP XHSOR. 

g 

0.00 

2 

86 

126 

1.54 

1.47 

.07- 


HBWNA8CT SECTOR 

TOTALS INDEX: 129.63 XCHGi 

-0.72 

6 

1711 

4312 




a 

2.240 

1.470 

JOR. ELECTRIC PVR. 

10.1 

5.32 

7 

2864 

4439 

1.55 

1.5S 

_ 


4.030 

1.410 

IRBJD ELECTRICITY 

16.1 

3.85 

3 

155 

39B 

2.60 

2.60 

— 

8 

9.500 

5.100 

ALRA'Z 

8.8 

6.96 

3 

550 

3163 

5.80 

5.75 

.05- 

8 

4.600 

1.880 

ARAB ZNXL.XWV.EDOC. 

9.6 

2.07 

« 

550 

1059 

1.90 

1.93 

.03+ 


1.070 

.890 

UREA EDUCATION 

21.4 

O.DO 

8 

7550 

6971 

.93 

.93 

— 

♦ 

1.830 

1.300 

UNIFIED CO. 

5.7 

8.59 

22 

5550 

7179 

1.31 

1.28 

.03- 


SERVICE 

SECTOR TOTALS INDEX t 110.99 *CHC* 

+0.17 

47 

17219 

23207 





4.000 

1.840 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

11.4 

5.73 

13 

3600 

6836 

1.87 

1.92 

.05+ 


6.500 

4.800 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

24.1 

4. OB 

2 

2S0 

1220 

4.80 

4.90 

.10+ 


A. 250 

9.870 

JOR. PETROL. BEPXKARY 

10.4 

8.27 

8 

260 

2798 

10.75 

10.75 

- , 


1.95 0 

4.450 

JORDAN SUCrZNC 

7.4 

8.70 

3 

2555 

11709 

4.65 

'4.60 

.05- 

8 

1.570 

1.000 

WOOLEN ZHDOSTRZES 

11.4 

6.93 

2 

200 

206 

1.03 

1.03 

— 


1.820 

1.060 

INDUSTRIAL COMM.AOR. 

67.4 

0.00 

1 

250 

285 

1.15 

1.14 

.01- 

8 

S.740 

2.400 

ARAB PHARM. KANT. 

7.4 

2.78 

89 

70306 

189845 

2.68 

2.70 

.02+ 

+fi 

5. *00 

1.450 

JOR. CERAMIC XND. 

6.0 

7.25 

9 

3700 

2374 

1.45 

1.38 

.07- 


2.890 

1.750 

JOR. PAPER CASDBD- 

10.9 

0.00 

3 

587 

1125 

1.84 

1.93 

.09+ 


8.540 

5.300 

ARAB am. DTRRON. 

7.9 

7.00 

1 

50 

357 

7.15 

7.14 

.01- 


6.350 

4.700 

DAX ALDANA DV.IBV. 

6.S 

6.47 

5 

1200 

6487 

5.40 

5.41 

.01+ 

fi 

3.690 

1.880 

GENERAL INVESTMENT 

16.8 

2.72 

1 

1000 

3680 

3.68 

3.68 

- 


. .630 

.440 

NATIONAL ZND8. 

9 

0.00 

1 

500 

220 

.44 

.44 

— 


.590 

.370 

INTERNED. RETRO. CHIN. 

g 

0.00 

1 

1000 

390 

.41 

.39 

.02- 

♦ 

.690 

.430 

JOR. ROCKWOOL XND8. 

g 

0.00 

1 

200 

84 

.43 

.42 

.01- 


1.760 

.860 

DNXV.CSSK.X1IDS. . 

8.8 

9.30 

1 

250 

215 

.86 

.86 

— 

8 

2.330 

.790 

NATL. CABLE WXXE.NYAC 

39.4 ' 

'0700 12 

9000 

7560 

.84 

.84 

— 


.730 

.510 

jor. soLrae-csnc 

9.7. 

0.00 

11 

95p0 

4845 

.51 

.51 

— 


1.470 

1.150 

ARAB. PHAM. CSm. 

14.2 

i 4.65 

- 27 

8500 

10922 

1.27 

1.29 

.02+ 


.730 

.390 

KAIRSEf: INVEST. 

•g 

0.00 

9 

3400 

1*57 

.41 

.43 

.02+ 

• 

1.300 

.740 

OMZ$.- -Mdon.ZNDS. 

11.8 

8.11 

3 

5100 

377* 

.74 

.74 



1.060 

.500 

JOR.XBBS. RESOURCES 

g 

0.00 

9 

5842 

3238 

.55 

.56 

.01+ 


1.600 

1.200 

NATL. CHLORINE 

8.6 

8.20 

2 

275 

335 

1.22 

1.22 



l.onn 

' .740 

UOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

10.4 

13.51 

4 

2500 

1850 

.74 

.74 



1.610 

1.150 

EL -ZAT READY HEAR 

41.2 

0.00 

2 

550 

643 

1.17 

1.17 



.390 

.660 

JORDAN 3TUEL 

9.6 

0.14 

H 

246/ 

2121 

.86 

.86 

- 


Tir**t.-JTR.i7.L SKOtJR TOTALS TKDRX: 38 
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131042 
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.29 SCflOf 
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1.050 

.880 

EXPORT m rZV.BNK.7SZ 

16.7 

0.00 

1 

200 

130 

.90 

.90 



1.340 

1.020 

ZARA FOR IHVXS1MNT 

67.6 

0.00 

5 

5800 

6030 

1.04 

1.03 

.01- 


.800 

.510 

UNION IBV. 

9 

0.00 

4 

11162 

5692 

.51 

.51 



.j.620 

.280 

ARAS riN. INVEST. 

9 

0.00 

19 

87950 

25506 

.30 

.29 

.01- 


2.220 

1.050 

CENTURY ZHV. GROUP 

9 

n.oo 

1 

5000 

6300 

1.24 

1.26 

.02+ 


1.000 

..850 

ARAB JOR. INVEST. CO. 

14.5 

5.88 

1 

250 

213 

.90 

.85 

.05- 


.270 

.100 

JOR. XNDS.HATCH-JXECO 

9 

0.00 

2 

3000 

330 

.12 

.11 

.01- 


.430 

.240 

ARAB ZKTL.ZNV.TRD. 

29.9 

0.00 

12 

8000 

2123 

.27 

.26 

.01- 

♦ 

.450 

.250 

NATL. TEXTILE 

P 

0.00 

2 

500 

120 

.25 

.24 

.01- 


.580 

.360 

KATL.KDLZ.BNC .MAKXOO 

9 

0.00 

15 

23570 

8886 

.38 

.37 

.01- 


• ftw 

.580 

HID FAST FHARM. 90* 

E 

0.00 

2 

loooa 

5300 

.63 

.63 



1.750 

.950 

UNION TOBACCO 87.5* 

10.3 

7.72 

1 

900 

1346 

1.63 

1.62 



.730 

.570 

RAZI FEARH. 

E 

0.00 

2 

12C3 

686 

.58 

.58 



.350 

.220 

IND8. ENG. 

9 

0.00 

1 

1000 

230 

.23 

.23 


N 

.950 

.550 

ADVANCED PHARMA. ZHD. 

9 

0.00 

5 

2800 

1652 

.59 

.59 

_ 


.760 

.580 

NAT. ALUMINUM. 

33.7 

0.00 

17 

13950 

9518 

.69 

.68 

.01- 

H 

1.3J0 

.810 

HUTJUDAR 

P 

0.00 

1 

100 

87 

.86 

.87 



1.000 

.710 

AL-KKBAL PRINTING CO 

11.0 

10.52 

4 

3500 

2520 

.72 

.72 
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178882 
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DAJANI JEWELLERS. "A Symphony of Style 


ft Amra Forum Hotel. Phone 

.Amman - Cairo - Rio 55271 18 



Many villas and 
apartments for 
rent and sale 
Furnished & Unfurnished 

For more information call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605/5920609/079-30007 
Web Site is 
www.abdoun.com.jo 



ipua rtcUnec* *7 k rimma* 



Quality Serviced States 

*One & Two Bedrooms *Fulty 
Equipped Kitchenettes * Daffy & 
Long Stay ^Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 
Tel: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 

e-mail : crystal© go.com.jo 


Studio Haig 

ProfesskmalquBfifyki 
1 hour service •' 
Develop yow cok^ lftn 
at our shop and get 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

* Free mWmgmwont 

20x30cm. . 


Shmelsani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 822891 



Winches - Perfumes 
Sun Oases -Leather- Pens 


Cartier 


VS&CE 


Visit US At j 
www.vfpzmab.com/vipgm 


Shaban Inri Group - Abdoun 1 
Near American Embassy 
Tel : 5933084 - Fax : 5933085 


FOR 
| RENT 

Deluxe Villas 
and Apartments 


SANABEL 

Real Estate 

SWEIFIYEH 

A Hajarat Complex 

TeL 5864230 -5865167] 

MobBe : 079/37588 


TECHNICAL 

^TAL wobsA 

Suppliers of High 
Quality ’Welding Machines. 
Electrodes. Fluxes, 
and Accessories. | 
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rfmB emwata i pwjmi 


Ur s*ka llm ihi 

>«B»a:SHAmNiAeNETs.aai.J0 


MIRAMAR HOTEL 

AQABA 

Special Summer 

Lodging Rates 

**************** 

Single Room JD15 
Double Room JD20 
Extra Bed JD5 
+ Tax + Service 

TeL- 03/2014340-41 

Fax: 03/2014339 





L’oiivier Restaurant 


Abdoun 5929564 


TO t 


T| ERTISE IN THIS 
TION CALL 


5684311 -5699634 EXT. 42 



24-HOUR TAXI SERVICE 


ARRIVE SAFE AND SECURE 
ANYTIME ANYWHERE INCUR 

LONDON TAXIS 

BILINGUAL SPEAKING DRIVERS 
AIR CONDITIONING 
MOBILE TELEPHONES 

AIRPORT SERVICE 
ALL OCCASIONS 

TEL: 4126379 

079-77390/66271 anytime 
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io Sports 


FIFA, UEFA could be ‘powerless’ 
to stop Euro breakaway 


LONDON (AFP) — Football's gov- 
erning bodies are unlikely to have any 
legal powers to stop a proposed a 
Super League breakaway by Europe's 
most powerful clubs, according to 
English legal experts. 

Further meetings were reported to 
have taken place in London on 
Monday as a conglomerate of busi- 
ness. financial and legal interests con- 
tinue their attempt to establish an inde- 
pendent Super League by 2000. 

England's Manchester United. 
Arsenal and Liverpool are said to have 
been approached to join a 32-team 
league split into two divisions, with a 
guaranteed income of at least 20 mil- 
lion pounds and possibly without any 
promotion and relegation. 

FIFA and UEFA, the world and 
European governing bodies respec- 
tively. are worried by the proposal and 
they have warned that clubs and play- 
ers involved in a breakaway could find 
themselves with a lifetime ban from 
recognised competitions and interna- 
tionals. 

But English experts in both sports 
law and European competition law 
believe that the governing bodies may 
well discover that they are virtually 
powerless to caiTy out any threats and 
to stop the clubs from-hteaking away. 

While the Premier League still has 
the potential to take strong action — 
including explusion — against any 
club that breaks their rule book. UEFA 
may find themselves forced to com- 
promise by conceding more financial 
power to top sides. 

European Commission officials are 


reportedly due to meet organisers of 
the breakaway group on September 7 
to make their views known. 

Ken Foster, a lecturer in sports law at 
Warwick University, believes that 
UEFA may well be viewed by the 
Commission as a cartel seeking to 
abuse a monopoly position if they 
effectively tried to put a rival organi- 
sation out of business. 

He said: “That would make anything 
UEFA did potentially fall foul of 
European competition law. 

“It is obviously up to them to decide 
who competes in their competitions to 
a certain extent, but I can’t believe that 
they would be allowed to simply hand 
out lifetime bans, especially to indi- 
vidual players. 

“If the Football Association also 
tried to implement a similar ruling by 
FIFA then they could face being taken 
to court for restraint of trade." 

Nothing is certain until a final ruling, 
possibly by the European courts, 
which would have even bigger impli- 
cations than the Bosnian ruling. 

But Foster believes that the 
European Union's director-general of 
competitions. Karel van Miert, is keen 
to see football treated like any other 
business, as it was in the Bosnian case 
on players* right to free movement. 

Professor Tony Downes, a European 
competition law expert at Reading 
University, said: “It’s in UEFA’s inter- 
ests to stop being quite so negative in 
trying to take action against the clubs. 

“A major fight on this issue is. in the 
long-term, unlikely to be beneficial to 
anybody." 


The pressure is. therefore, growing 
on UEFA to choose to make changes 
to existing competitions that meet with 
Lhe approval of the clubs who want 
more financial muscle and security. 

This pressure will also be applied by 
the Premier League, who have 
received written assurances from 
United. Arsenal and Liverpool that 
they will not break away without prior 
consultation. 

The three clubs will undoubtedly 
come under some pressure to explain 
themselves at the next scheduled 
meeting of the Premiership's 20 clubs 
on September 3. 

But as long as the three clubs only 
talk and do not break the rule book by 
taking action, the Premier League will 
not take the strong line that could pre- 
clude simultaneous membership of 
both a Super League and the 
Premiership. 

Premier League spokesman Mike 
Lee said: “Clearly, if assurances which 
have been given were to be broken, 
then further action is likely to be 
taken. 

“This is ultimately a matter for all 20 
clubs to decide on together, and our 
clubs have pledged to work together to 
take forward a discussion on the future 
shape of European club competitions. 

“The regular meeting of clubs in 
September will discuss this issue and 
we will look then at any further repre- 
sentation we mav need to make to 
UEFA.” 


Owen 
‘as good 
as’ 

Ronaldo 


LIVERPOOL (AFP) — 
England’s teenage sensation 
Michael Owen is as good as 
Brazilian superstar Ronaldo, 
the World's No. 1 foot- 
baller. according to 
Liverpool skipper Paul Ince. 

Liverpool play Inter Milan 
at Anfield on Tuesday night 
but sadly for the 40,000 plus 
fans, Ronaldo will not be 
there to face England's new 
idol. 

But England midfielder 
Incc said: “Michael has a 
long way to go but then so 
has Ronaldo. People forget 
that Ronaldo is only 2 1 and 
they say he is the greatest in 
the world. 

“But as far as I'm con- 
cerned, Michael is up there 
with him. They are different 
kinds of strikers but both 
very good indeed. 

“It’s a shame Ronaldo 
won't be playing but I’m 
sure the crowd will not mind 
too much because they wiD 
have Michael to welcome 
home." 

Ronaldo is still on his hol- 
idays and Inter Milan will 
field a virtual shadow squad 
for the prestige friendly with 
six of their superstars being 
left behind. 



Sandrinc Testud, of France, hits a two-banded backhand shot during her first round 
match against Alexandra Stevenson, of San Diego, at the Toshiba Tennis Classic in 
Carlsbad. CA, ( AP photo) 


Testud survives 1 st-round scare 


SAN DIEGO tAFPl — 
Sandrinc Totud survived an 
opening day scare lo 
advance into the second 
round of the WTA Tour 
women's tennis tournament 
here Monday. 

The Frenchwoman, ranked 
13. rallied to beat 151st 
ranked American amateur 
Alexandra Stevenson 4-6. 6- 
2.6-0 

There were also victories 
tor Iva Maioli of Croatia, 
who overcame Alexandra 
Fusai of France 7-6 (7/1 ). 6- 
3. and Mary Pierce, also of 
France, who beat Austria's 
Barbara Paulus 6-3. 7-5. 

American Lisa Raymond 
adv anced when Elena 

Likhovtseva of Russia 

retired with a left thigh strain 
as Raymond led 6-2. 5- 1 . 

Stevenson, just 17. showed 
maturity beyond her years as 
she threatened to overturn 
the struggling Testud. She 
attacked well with both fore- 
hand and backhand, and 
after claiming the first set 
Jield break point* in Testud ’s 


first two service games of 
the second set. 

But the young American 
was unable to maintain her 
challenge, and after conced- 
ing the final tO points of the 
second set she earned just 
one point in the first two 
games of the third. 

“I started going downhill 
and tried to get out of it. but 
l couldn't." said Stevenson. 
“It's all pan of the learning 
process 1 guess, and 1 
learned that I have to keep 
up my intensity. But 1 also 
learned that I can play with 
these girls." 

Testud admitted she was a 
little slow as she played her 
first match sines arriving 
from Europe. 

“The first match is never 
easy, and she's a strong play- 
er." said Testud. "I wasn't 
moving well at the begin- 
ning. but in the second and 
third sets I mixed up my 
serve a little more, and she 
stoned making a lot of mis- 
takes." 

Fusai served for the first 


set against Matoi: at 5-4. but 
the 'former French Open 
champion survived the cri- 
sis. dropped just one point in 
the uebrcak and then 
claimed victory as Fusai 
struck three of her nine dou- 
ble- faults in the final game. 

Top seed Marina Hingis 
faces a •omudablc challenge 
in retaining her title. She 
must overcome either 
Wimbledon >cnu-finaiist 
Natasha Zvereva or Croatian 
star Mirjana Lucie as early 
as the second round as she 
bids to reach a possible final 
against last week's Stanford 
champion Lindsay 

Davenpon. 


Hingis also faces a 


i possi- 
ble clash with former French 
Open champion Iva Majoli. 
as well as Australian Open 
finalist Conckita Martinez or 
the formidable Venus 
Williams. Steffi Graf could 
face Monica Seles in the 
quarter-finals. in only their 
third meeting since Seles 
was stabbed by a Graf fan in 
April I W. 


2001 World Swimming 
Championships to be held 
at 50m temporary pool 


TOKYO (AFP) — The 2001 World Swimming 
Championships in Fukuoka in western Japan will be held 
at a 50-meire temporary pool for the firci time in the world, 
the organisers said Tuesday. 

The'aim is to meet the requirements for the champi- 
onships and at the same time avoid having to spend large 
amounts of money on facilities that may only be used once. 

“Cities must have a pool with more than 10.000 seats to 
stage the world championships. Yokohama spent some 30 
billion yen (S207 million )" on their facilities, said Fukuoka 
city official Tctsuo Yoshimura. 

“But vve estimate the cost at less than 100 or 200 million 
yen ifor the temporary pooh. Wc cannot spend too much 
money for a facility dial we use only once. If wc can make 
a big success of it. it gives chances to any Asian countries 
to stage the world championships." Yoshimura said. 

Fukuoka, the host of the 1995 Summer Student Games 
and the Pan Pacific swimming championships Iasi season, 
will be the first city in Asia to stage the world champi- 
onships. 

Yoshimura said lhe organisers got an idea lo make u 50m 
temporary pool for ihc first lime in the world alter watch- 
ing the world short course championships in Rio de Janeiro 
in 1995. 

In Rio. they made a 25m temporary pool on beach volley 
courts on the seashore. 

The organising committee, which was formed and 
announced Tuesday headed by the Japan Olympic 
Committee president Himnoshin Furuhushi. plans in carpet 
the concreted floor of Marine Mcssu Fukuoka with 20-cen- 
timetres of sand and cover it with iron plates. 

The fences of the pool will he covered with fortified alu- 
minium plates. 

Marine Mcssc Fukuoka has a capacity of 10.000 scats 
and is wide enough to have two jumbo jet planes in it. 

Fukuoka defeated the 1992 Spanish Olympic city of 
Barcelona for the right to stage the championships because 
of the temporary pool. The event also includes diving, syn- 
chronised swimming. water polo and open water swim- 
ming. 

"Wc are going to .show am countries in the world can 
host the championships if they use n temporary pool." said 
Furuhashi. also the president of the Japan Amateur 
Swimming Federation. 


MLB RESULTS 








San Francisco 
Mflntrtai . 
Florida 
Colorado 

Arizona 

Mdw&tdge 


6 

6 

11 

7 

8 
6 
6 


PfaBftteptia 
San Diego 
Houston 
Pittsburgh 
NY Met* 
Chicago Cubs 
StLCnJa 



NYYaate* 14 
Seattle 3 
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Canada's forward Greg Newton scores against Puerto Rico during their second 
round match or the World Basketball Championship in the Peace and Friendship in 
Piraeus Stadium ( Reuters photo) 


Basketball World Championships 


Italy upset Yugoslavia; 
Lithuania reach quarterfinals 


ATHENS (AP) — This 
much is certain: Senegal. 
Japan. South Korea and 
Nigeria — eliminated in the 
consolation round — won’t 
win the World Basketball 
Championship. Otherwise, 
10 teams still have a chance 
lo reach Friday's quarterfi- 
nals. 

Yugoslavia — regarded as 
the favorite — fell Monday 
to Italy 61-60 as the Italians 
avenged a last year’s loss in 
the final of the European 
championship to the 

Yugoslavs. 

And they were undone by 
two of their own from the 
former Yugos I a v i a — 

Bosnian-born Btxijan 

Tanjirvie. the Italian coach, 
and Slovenian -bom Gregor 
Fucka. who hit the winning 

shots. 

However. Yugoslavia (4- 
l > along with Lithuania. 
Greece. Spain, Russia and 
the United States are 
assured of reaching Friday’s 
quarterfinals with only (wo 
more places up for grabs. 

The Uniicd*Siu(cs handed 
Spain ns first loss and 
Russia did the same to the 
host Greeks. 

The Americans 14- 1 j. with 
17 from Jimmy Oliver and 
12 from Brad Miller, rallied 
to heal Spain 75-73 after 
trailing by 11 at halftime. 
Alberto Hcrrcros led Spain 
with 27. 

Russia (4-1) demolished 
the host Greeks 60-48 as 
Sergei Babkov hit 18, one 
of four in double figures. 
Greece wus led by 
Frugiskos Albertis with 12 
points. 

It was a memorable win 
for Italy — its first over 
Yugoslavia in a major tour- 
nament since the 1984 
Olympics, when they won 
74-61. 

Italy (3-2) can thank 
Fucka for the victory as he 


led the winners with 16 
points and hit the two 
clinching free throws to put 
Italy ahead for the final 
time. 

“It was a bad gamble on 
the pan of the Yugoslavas 
who thought Fucka would 
not be cool enough, but this 
type of thing you run the 
risk of missing your bet." 
Italian coach Tanjevic said. 

“Our victory will not 
mean anything unless we 
heal Puerto Rico tomorrow 
and go to the quarterfinal." 
he added. 

The Italians, who forced 
the usually tidy Yugoslav 
into 20 turnovers, will face 
Puerto Rico on Tuesday 
with a quarterfinal berth on 
the line. 

"Of course it i [lie loss i is 
bat I but it's not a disaster. 
It*s not the end of lhe tour- 
nament." said Yugoslav for- 
ward Dejan Bodimgu. 

Lithuania, bronze medal- 
ists in the last two 
Olympics, hooked its place 
in the Friday quarterfinals 
wiih a second-round victorv 
over Argentina S4-75. The 
top lour teams from each 
qualifying group advance. 

Lithuania (4-1 ) led 
Argentina (2-3) -1-33 at 
halftime and then pulled 
away. Salulis Stornbcrcas 
had 19 with 14 from Darius 
Lukminas. The team's top 


scorer in the tournament — 
Arluras Kamisovas — had 
II. 

“Because they paid so 
much attention to me. 1 had 
to distribute the ball insiead 
of shooting it." the former 
Scion Half star said. "We 
kept going to Stombergas 
because they couldn’t stop 
him one on one. He was too 
quick." 

Argentina had two foul 
out — Alejandro 
Montecchia and Juan 
Ignacio Sanchez — and was 
topped by Juan Alberto 
Espil with IS. 

Australia (3-2) improved 
its chances of reaching the 
quarterfinals with a 75-6? 
comc-from-bchind victory 
over Brazil (1-4) and will 
face the United States on 
Tuesday in their final quali- 
fication-round game. 

Puerto Rico (2-3) also 
stayed alive for a quarterfi- 
nal berth with a 94-81 victo- 
ry ov er Canada ( I -4). 


The last two places are 
still up for grabs with Italy. 
Argentina. Puerto Rico and 
Australia in the running. 

In games to determine 
13th to 16th place. Nigeria 
claimed 13th with a 70-60 
victory over Japan. Senegal 
finished 1 5th. beating South 
Korea 75-72. 


World Basketball Championship scores 


13t& glare am 
Nigeria 70 

Ufo place game 
Senegal 75 

Second Round 


Japan 

South Korea 


60 


72 


Lithuania 
Puerto Rico 
Australia 
Italy 

United States 

Russia 


84 

94 

75 

61 

75 

60 


Argentina 
Canada 
Brazil 
Yugoslavia 
Spain 
:e 


75 

81 

43 

60 

73 

48 
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THE MAN IN 
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Comedian Adel Imam . 

AL ZA'EEM 


Comedian Adel Imam . 

AL ZA'EEM 


m 


M?V£CRP.riJ 

Adel Imam & Yusra... in 


ABDOUN 

UWIAl'IM.iVM . H '/GflMcfiif 


ABDOUN 

‘d'U'ic.cnn.aim ie/GaUma 


STARTING fULY 13TH 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:30, Q :50 Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:30. 9:30 


Shows: 12:30. 3:15. 
6:00. 8:15. 10:30 


Addition*! shine* Thursday sad 

Friday ci'ciung s iri 72.30 


AJdii-.eiial sfows Viursdav and 


F ridav evening si 12:30 


A LETTER TO THE 
GOVERNOR 

t;_V. .1 V.mH.M: 

DRACULA 

shtnts 7 .VI > ml v 


Comedian Adel Imam .. in 

AL ZA'EEM 


Comedian Adel Imam ..in 

AL ZA'EEM 


St.. -I*-. 


10 Ti i 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:31), 9:30! | Shows: 1:30,4:30.7:30. 10:30 


Additional <Juiirs Thurulaif { j Alditivnal slum's 77;urs»/.iw and 

and Friday ei rnif ijjs at 12:30 J '■ Friday crcninys a 1 12:'0 


The Authority in the 
Service of the People 

Starring Hifham Yones 
and the group 

I w n"4>rvjtftiiK cijj: 4Mii] J5. 4f»2?l55 


tor 

on 


ms 

ire 


**£>**«' 

> 

iPfi* obviously 

**V 

■?*L m aping k ' r 
r -° ! 

* ivilunc 


' honour 

SSfi m0 ? 1 


<*nt ien ^r pI 1'r 
Z No - lJ ' in 


the 




■ ^laitanststu^ 

said I 


: -- Kofcb<N’ mii* 

in 


one J. f they 

4, 


~. A? early nub-"* 5 - 
Scott Draper 
Conner -r.h- 
.■^ftavne Black cl 
beat older broth - 
;>m>(>4. CM). 

v i ai^ht mutch. 
4'j Seteiien Lareau 
...van'C' N-I- *6 
ilWi->eeded Goran 


coo d in Lhe 




Ivanisevic 


•.dj in nebreak< the 
:- 2 £ices io the guy 
liVat better and 
3J£io dll' case that 


A ust 
ifyfnj 
5. 5-1 


^•ani nebreak. I 
. a ax«d returns 
d'ieffer scared that 
4S’ 1 '\y. match " 
v --- :ce Sr .idea 


dowm 
Filie ( 
GuiJJe 
South 
Staffo 
2: So 
Godw 
Mami 


^Johnson 
Jugs conspii 


'AFPi — Disgraced t 
'••ttmpion Ben Johnson ha 
( ■ to compete at 
I*.?" 01 objected to drag te 
-7-year-old ltjt)m ace. wh 
***** illegal stimulant 


* ;, f Am 


enc an rival Deoni 


•fitti. 

u P?raded to ft 
<iis 9 u alificat 

:rs ™aninh ;8S Se ° Ul Games 
^hashi 11 ' 1 ' F> 10 nin und< 

* ridiculed const 

filing thro 

^^Pan^f n iL ! a,mingas 

:i 2 never ’ a u lder conspi 
fa J d an >" l htng. cot 
- fasie « Possible 


' : >iolm 


100 




° r ^ir'^iri' n0t { 
***>*H<, would 


, r "iim i,. , — 

el --‘°ur meeting b 


meeiin ^ bu 


r was ° ut to 

' tol| i the Da° 


Set Ben 
■> Mail. 







Sout^ 


deale 


710 ATTEl,'M 


') 


Wi 


vat. 
^PPort. j 


ij l8 


* 








*Sl09 


ta aa e 
at rai3n.T 
PV^taadi 




ft 




! rma^a 


4 






hnU ft 








Jordan limes, Wednesday, August 5, 1998 





-•jf. 




heir smmd • 
riendihip in ^ 


nais 


pju! • 

c b_i! i ■ i'i- 
" ihc •• * . 

■i -s.c 

jOLiiJr. : 

"H— ' ) 


ritr, a 


' •! r. 

u;-r . 
h-r.-J 

i - • • . 

;cJ >••-* 

u’ir 

o 1 

or .i v'- 


advances 
in Toronto 


TORONTO (AP) — 
MaKVai Washington defeat- 
ed No. 13 seed Jan 
Siemerink of the 
Netherlands 7-6 (7-2), 6-3 
on Monday to advance to 
: .the second round of the $2.4 
million Du Mauri er Open. 

Washington next faces 
Canada’s Bobby Kokavec, 
■who downed Steve 
Campbell 6-1, 6-2 for his 
first match victory on the 
•ATP Tour. 

;-“MaIiVai is obviously 
jjlaying well,” Kokavec 
,■ said, “I’m just going to go 
after my shots and not 
' chang e any thin g. ” 

\ . .Kokavec, honoured 

Monday as Canada’s most 
improved tennis player, is 
franked No. 347 in the 
j world. 

i-t Tor me, ranking is just a 
number,” Kokavec said. “I 
fee] tike anyone in the top 
500 can beat anyone if they 
play good because anybody 
tan have a bad day.” 

: :-Jta other early matches, 
Australia’s Scott Draper 
: defeated Jim Courier 7-5, 5- 

6t 4 and Wayne Black of 
Zimbabwe beat older broth- 
er Byron 6-4, 6-0. 

In a night match, 
Canada's Sebastien Lareau 
was beaten 7-6 (14-12), 7-6 
(7-4) by lOth-seeded Goran 
Ivanisevic of Croatia. 

“I served good in the 
tiebreakers,” Iv anis evic 
said. 

“Usually in tie breaks the 
advantage goes to the guy 
who is serving better and 
bigger and in this case that 
was me. 

“In the second tiebreak, I 
made some good returns 
and I was never scared that 
I could lose the match.” 

••• Also, Vince Spadea 



Croatian Goran Ivanisevic tines up the ball from his opponent Canadian Sebastien 
Larean daring qualifying rounds at the du Maurier Tennis Open in Toronto. 
Ivanisevic defeated Larean 7-6 7-6 (AP photo) 



Australian Scott Draper backhands the ball to his opponent Jim Courier during qual- 
ifying round at the du Maurier Tennis Open in Toronto. Draper defeated Courier 7- 
5, 5-7, 6-4 (AP photo) 


downed Australia’s Andrew 
Illie 6-3, 6-0; Argentina’s 
Guillermo Canada beat 
South Africa's Grant 
Stafford 2-6, 7-6 (15-13), 6- 
2; South Africa’s Neville 
Godwin topped Cecil 
Mamiit 6-4, 1-6, 6-4; and 


South Africa’s David 
N ainlrin took Italy's 
Laurence Tieleman 6-1. 3- 
6, 7-5. 

Wayne Black of 

Zimbabwe beat older broth- 
er Byron 6-4, 6-0; 


Australian 


Draper 


defeated Jim Courier 7-5, 5- 
7, 6-4: Jan-Michael 

GambiJl beat France’s 
Nicolas Escude 6-3, 6-2; 
and Paraguay’s Ramon 
Delgado beat Brian 
MacPhie 7-6 (7-4), 6-7 (2- 
7), 6-1. 


Ben Johnson alleges 
drugs conspiracy 


LONDON (AFP) — Disgraced Canadian Olympic 
sprint champion Ben Johnson has claimed top ath- 
letes only agreed to compete at major meetings if 
they were not subjected to drug tests. 

The 36-year-old 100m ace, who has twice been 
banned for using illegal stimulants, was speaking in 
the wake of American rival Dennis Mitchell's recent 
positive test. 

Mitchell was upgraded to fourth place after 
Johnson’s infamous disqualification after winning 
the 1 00m at the 1988 Seoul Games, where he became 
the first man in history to run under 9.8 seconds. 

- Johnson has been ridiculed constantly since bis day 
of shame but is now battling through the courts for 
the right to race again, claiming a second positive test 
in 1993 was part of a wider conspiracy. 

“If I’d never used anything, come to it natural, I 
would say my fastest possible 100m was 10 seconds 
flat," he said. 

“But Ben Johnson was not the only one doing it. 
Athletes or their managers would say to promoters, 
‘I’m not coming to your meeting if I’m tested'. That 
was the deal. 

“I was tested at some meetings but not at others and 
I didn’t realise why. 

“Someone was out to get Ben Johnson and suc- 
ceeded,” he told the Daily Mail. 
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Opesmg bad: Jack of4 

_ Taking a look at all four hands, it 
is difficult to sm how four spade* 
can ba But a bnilia»t 

deceptive play by East, who ia 
.uoknmna tQ os, led declarer down 


Knnal values. With etcflifint spade 
support. North had jnst enough to 
accept. 

In an effort to protect potential 
diamond tricks, West elected to lead 
a trump. Declarer took the king and 
wtahad the ace and, leaving a trump 
outstanding, cashed the ace ana 
Icing of diam onds m< l ruffed a dia- 
mond. Instead of ovenruffing. East 
discarded a dob! 

With the cnivicy tramp seeming- 
ly marked in the West h a n d , declar- 
er saw no reason to risk leading a 
heart to the jack, which would have 
guaranteed the contract as the 
cards lie. The problem was that 
West was likely to win th is tric k 
and remove dummy’s last tramp, 
stranding declarer with four losers. 

Instead, declarer came to band 
with the ace of hearts and confi- 
dently raffed another diamond — 
and thereof fell in. East overraffed 
with the tramp that West *had to' 
hold, and the defenders quickly 
,took two heart tricks and a dub for 
down one. , . , ■ , 

Since we would probably nave 

the hand in exactly the same 

way, our sympathies to South and 
fanfa* to East for a smart piece of 


with 4^6-1 


showed a hand 
jvftAn mi d m vftfr- 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Gullit might coach Nigeria 

LAGOS (AFP) — Former Chelsea manager Ruud Gullit 
is on a list of 1 6 possible successors to Bora Milutinovic 
as coach of die Nigerian national team, the Nigerian 
Football Association said Tuesday. A three-man team 
from the Federation has just returned to Nigeria after a 
tour of Europe in search of a new coach for the side that 
sparkled early on at France 98 but flopped against 
Denmark in the second round. Dutch coaches dominate 
those in the running for the job. Others on the list include 
former Celtic manager Wim Jansen, Thijs Libregts, Aad 
de Mos, Frank Rijkaard, Wim Rijsbergen, Ronald 
Spelbos and Rudi Krol, as well as Germany's former Real 
Madrid coach Jupp Heynckes. Nigeria is widely consid- 
ered Africa's strongest footballing nation, but has in the 
past been hampered by the poor organisation of the 
domestic league. Most of its top players play abroad, 
many in Europe. 

Villa target Juninho 

BIRMINGHAM (AFP) — Brazilian international mid- 
fielder Juninho has snubbed Aston Villa, who had been 
hoping to entice him back to the English Premiership. 
Juninho said it is “not the right moment” to consider such 
a move. Aston Villa manager John Gregory was to send a 
scout to watch Juninho play for Atletico Madrid in a 
friendly match against Chelsea in Arnhem. Holland, on 
Tuesday night. But Juninho, who joined Atletico from 
Middlesbrough in an £1 1 million deal last summer, insist- 
ed Tuesday that he is staying put “I don’t think this is the 
right moment in my career to return to the Premiership,” 
said the 25-year-old. “People doubted that I’d be able to 
play in England when I went to Middlesbrough but Fve 
proved I can play in the Premiership now. I wouldn't gain 
anything by going back," he told the Daily Mail. Atletico 
manager Anigo Sacchi said of Villa’s interest: “I’ve not 
heard any thing about Villa’s offer but it doesn’t matter. 
He's not going anywhere." 

Spain’s women miss Tour de France 

MADRID (AFP) — Spanish cyclists will boycott the 
women’s Tonr de France race in protest at the events sur- 
rounding the drug-tainted men’s race, the Spanish 
Cycling Federation announced Tuesday. The women’s 
Tour de France is scheduled to be held from Aug. 1 1-20. 
The Spanish federation said in a statement that the boy- 
cott was in response to “serious incidents'’ during the 
men’s race, which ended in Paris on Sunday. The federa- 
tion said Spanish riders were treated “without dignity" as 
French police investigated the use of illegal drugs in the 
race. All the Spanish re ams in the race withdrew’ in protest 
agains t the way the ONCE team was treated by French 
police during the inquiry. The Festina team was kicked 
out of the Tour and several of its riders subsequently 
admitted drug use, while six other teams pulled our of the 
race in protest They included the Spanish teams: ONCE, 
Banesto, Kelme and Vitalicio Seguros. 


Asian Under-16 Qualifiers 


Bahrain beat Jordan 5-1 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

JORDAN’S NATIONAL Under-16 soccer team 
Tuesday lost 5-1 to its Bahraini counterpart in their 8th 
Asian Junior Championships qualifiers currently under 
way in Ha’el, Saudi Arabia. 

Group 3 matches continue Wednesday when the 
Saudis meet Bahrain while Jordan plays the hosts 
Friday. Only one team will qualify from the group. 

The competing teams have been divided into 9 groups 
from which the top team will qualify and join hosts 
Qatar for the 10-team finals in Doha starting Sept 3. 

According to Jordan Football Association official 
Bassam Haroun. Jordan’s group initially included 
Kyrgizstan who pulled out last month leaving only three 
teams. 


In their only other junior team participation in Asian 
events Jordan had taken part in the Under- 17 champi- 
onship grouping Qatar and Saudi Arabia but failed to 
get past the preliminary round. 

Last week Jordan's national team qualified to the 
finals of the Arab Cup which will be held in Qatar SepL 
22-30. 

Jordan drew 1-1 with Palestine, lost to Syria 3-0 and 
beat hosts Lebanon 2-0 to qualify after below average 
play. 

They will join Syria. Lebanon, Qatar, Egypt, Saudi 
Arabia, Tunisia, Morocco, Kuwait, the United Arab 
Emirates and two other qualifiers in the finals. 

Local competitions have meanwhile resumed with the 
Premier League returning to action Aug. 9 and the 
Jordan Cup final scheduled for Aug. 7. 


ITF rips Nebiolo over doping allegations 


LONDON (AP) — In the latest doping 
dispute between world sports adminis- 
trators, the International Te nnis 
Federation (ITF) has attacked track and 
field boss Prime Nebiolo for making 
“uninformed” and “groundless” accu- 
sations about drug-testing in te nnis . 

International Tennis Federation presi- 
dent Brian Tobin sent a bluntly worded 
letter to Nebiolo, president of the 
International Amateur Athletic 
Federation, rejecting the Italian's criti- 
cism of tennis’ doping control pro- 
grammes. 

“I must ask you to desist from m akin g 
these uninformed and groundless ad- 
hoc statements about the federation’s 
activities and the game of tennis gener- 


ally and I require the courtesy of an 
acknowledgment of this request," 
Tobin said in hi s lett er, which was pub- 
lished in the ITFs weekly bulletin 
Tuesday. 

In a statement released last week in 
the wake of the doping scandals which 
tarnished die Tour de France. Nebiolo 
singled out tennis, volleyball and 
cycling as sports which had refused to 
sign an Olympic accord for harmonis- 
ing anti-drug programmes. 

Tobin said he bad previously written 
to Nebi olo in December 1997 explain- 
ing the ITFs anti-doping program and 
never received a reply. 

Tobin said the ITF carries out more 
than 1,000 tests a year in an anti-drug 


program approved by the International 
Olympic Committee and in cooperation 
with the ATP and WTA tours. 

“We are proud of the fact that our 
testing program, although comprehen- 
sive, has revealed only isolated positive 
results." Tobin said. “I might add that 
we have never suffered a positive test at 
an Olympic Games — a record, I am 
sure, that some other Olympic sports 
would envy.” 

Last week. International Volleyball 
Federation President Ruben Acosta 
accused Nebiolo of making “totally 
false" allegations about drug-testing in 
volleyball and said Nebiolo should 
concentrate on fighting “systematic 
doping” in track and field. 




Hingis WTA s No. 1 



World No. 4 Carlos Moya 


Sampras still tops 
ATP Tour rankings 


PARIS (AFP) — Latest ATP Tour rankings released on 
Monday: 

1. Pete Sampras (USA) 3825 

2. Marcelo Rios (Chi) 3719 

3. Petr Korda (Cze) 3 1 95 

4. Carlos Moya (Spa) 2902 

5. Patrick Rafter (Aus) 2878 

6. Greg Rusedski (Gbr) 2706 

7. Jonas Bjorkman (Swe) 2563 

8. Yevgeny Kafelnikov (Rusl 2442 

9. Richard Krajicek (Ned) 2368 

10. Alex Corretja (Spa) 2302 

11. Andre Agassi (USA) 2209 

12. Tim Henman (Gbr) 2163 

13. .Albert Costa (Spa) 2128 

14. Karol Kucera (Svk) 2127 

15. Alberto Berasategui (Spa) 1900 

16. Goran Ivanisevic (Cro) 1803 

17. Felix Mantilla (Spa) 1776 

18. Thomas Enqvist (Swe) 1737 

1 9. Cedric Pioline (Fra) 1712 

20. Michael Chang (USA) 1663 

21. Thomas Muster (Ant) 1662 

22. Jan Siemerink (Ned) 1574 

23. Magnus Gustafsson (Swe) 1463 

24. Gustavo Kuerten (Bra) 1369 

25. Mark Philippoussis (Aus) 1365 

26. Francisco Clavet (Spa) 1297 

27. Wayne Ferreira (Rsa) 1286 

28. Nicolas Kiefer (Ger) 1280 

26. Fabrice Santoro (Fra) 1200 

30. Todd Martin (USA) 1 175 


1. Martina Hingis (Swi) 

5218 pts 

2. Lindsay Davenport (USA) 

4666 

3. Jana Novotna (Cze) 

4615 

4. Arantxa Sanchez (Spa) 

3264 

5. Venus Williams (USA) 

3098 

6. Monica Seles (USA) 

2838 

7. Conchita Martinez (Spa) 

2457 

8. Amanda Coetzer (Rsa) 

2137 

9. Nathalie Tauziat (Fra) 

2133 

10. Irina Spirlea (Rom) 

2133 

1 1 . Patty Schnyder (Swi) 

2107 

12. Dominique Van Roost (Bel) 

1997 

13. Sandrine Testud (Fra) 

1776 

14. Anna Kouinikova (Rus) 

1682 

15. Natasha Zvereva (Blrj 

1662 

16. Mary Pierce (Fra) 

1653 

17. Ai Sugiyaraa (Jpn) 

1567 

18. Anke Huber (Ger) 

1530 

19. Lisa Raymond (USA) 

1455 

20. Iva Majoli (Cro) 

1375 







For Immediate Sale 

House furniture, electrical appliances, kitchenware, 
fax machines & toys. Everything must go. 

Please call: 079-98694. 

Wednesday through Friday 11:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 


TWO APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

1) In Deir Ghban Consists of 3 bedrooms, living, 
dining, guest rooms, equipped kitchen, maid’s room, 
big terrace and 4 toilets. 

2) Beside Royal Automobile Club. Consists of 3 
bedrooms, living, dining, guest rooms, equipped 
kitchen, 3 toilets, big balcony. 

Tel.: 5815107, Mobile 079/29439 


World No. 2 Lindsay Davenport 

I FOR RENT 

FURNISHED APARTMENT IN ABDOUN 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, 2 toilets, kitchen, balcony, guest, 
dining, living rooms. Modem furniture, satellite, telephone, 
lift in the building and garage. 

Rent Annual JD5.000 

Tel.: 5850541, Mobile 079/56602 


MERCEDES 230G 

DUTY UNPAID 

4 WHEEL DRIVE, CROSS-COUNTRY TYPE, 
LONG WHEEL BASE, 7-9 PASSENGERS, 

5 DOORS, A/C, VERY GOOD CONDITION. 

JD5.600/U.S.5 8,000 

TEL: 5603050 - FAX: 5603047 
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Congress cuts IAEA funds by 
amount spent on Iran projects 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
The U.S. House of 
Representatives voted 
Monday to cut .America's 
voluntary contributions to 
the International Atomic 
Energy Agency by the 
amount the agency spends 
on nuclear energy projects 
in Iran. 

The measure, which 
passed 405-13. also directs 
the secretary of state to 
annually review the IAEA's 
programmes to ensure they 
are In line with U.S. nuclear 
non-proliferation policies. 

Supporters pointed in par- 
ticular to IAEA assistance 
to Iran in its construction of 
the Bushehr nuclear power 


plant The agency works to 
ensure the safety of power 
plants. 

“It is ludicrous for the 
United States to support in 
any way a plant even indi- 
rectly which could pose a 
threat to the United States 
and to stability in the 
Middle East," said Rep. 
Robert Menendez, the chief 


sponsor. 

Rep. Ben Gilman, chair- 
man of the House 
International Relations 
Committee, said the IAEA 
has spent SI. 5 million since 
1995 to assist Iran’s nuclear 
energy programme. He said 
Iran plans to have three 
nuclear plants operating by 


2015, a step the United 
States opposes because of 
concerns that it would par- 
allel promotion of Iran’s 
nuclear weapons pro- 
gramme. 

The ranking Democrat on 
the international relations 
panel. Rep. Lee Hamilton, 
opposed the measure, say- 
ing it would “make the 
IAEA less effective in meet- 
ing its responsibilities for 
international safety and 
security." 

“This bill is not going to 
stop, it is not going to slow. 
Iran's civilian nuclear 


power reactor programme, 
he said. “It will not make 
Iran's nuclear facilities any 


safer, it will not prevent the 
troublesome Bushier facili- 
ties from being developed.” 

The bill has yet to be con- 
sidered by the Senate. 

The House also approved. 
407-6, a resolution finding 
Iraq “in material and unac- 
ceptable breach" of its 
international obligations as 
outlined by the U.N. 
Security Council after the 
1991 Gulf war. 

Mr. Gilman said the non- 
binding resolution was in 
response to “the mounting 
evidence that Iraq continues 
to defy the decisions of the 
U.N. Security Council with 
regard to its weapons of 
mass destruction." 


Iran to build multipurpose 
satellite with Asian help 


TEHRAN tAFP) — Iran 
will acquire the necessary 
technology to manufacture 
multipurpose satellites 
under a cooperation agree- 
ment with five Asian coun- 
tries. Tehran Radio said 
Tuesday. 

Representatives from 
China. Iran. Mongolia, 
Pakistan, South Korea and 
Thailand, were negotiating 
in Tehran Tuesday the 
“technical and financial” 


terms for the project ro 
launch a satellite in 2001, 
which is estimated to cost 
S20 million, the radio said. 

The goal of the meeting, 
the representatives' second 
to discuss the small multi- 
purpose satellite, is “to lay 
out how to implement their 
agreement and each coun- 
try’s financial contribu- 
tion." Iran’s deputy minis- 
ter for telecommunications, 
Mohammad Tabeshian. 


said. 

“Iran will spend three lo 
four milli on dollars on the 
project," Mr. Tabeshian 
said, adding that it will 
enable Tehran to acquire 
the technology to build 
satellites. 

“We hope that the project 
will be ready before 2000 
and that the satellite will be 
launched in 2001.” he was 
quoted by the radio as sav- 
ins. 


Policewomen return to Iran for 
first time since 1979 revolution 


TEHRAN (AFP) — 
Policewomen officially 
rejoined Iran’s police force on 
Monday for the first time 
since the 1979 Islamic revolu- 
tion. a Tehran daily reported 
Tuesday. 

Policewomen went to work 
in the Caspian Sea province of 
Mazandaran on Monday, the 
Jomhuri Islami newspaper 
reported. 

Iran's police force inaugu- 
rated a training centre for 


policewomen last month. 

Initially the policewomen 
will work in a special squad 
charged with combating “vice 
and social depravity." 

They will be responsible in 
particular for enforcing the 
Islamic republic's strict dress 
code for women. . 

Since the 1979 Islamic rev- 
olution. women have been 
obliged to cover their hair 
with a headscarf and to wear 
ankle-length coals. 


Women who do not observe 
the Islamic dress code risk 
arrest Before release they 
receive 'Verbal guidance," are 
required to make a written 
undertaking to observe the 
Islamic dress code in future 
and can also be ordered to pay 
a fine. 

Women served in the police 
force under the shah but since 
the Islamic revolution women 
have been restricted to office 
duties. 


Israeli police question militant 
settler over violence in Hebron 


HEBRON (AFP) — Israeli 
police briefly arrested on 
Tuesday a militant Jewish set- 
tler from Hebron wanted for 
questioning in a series of 
attadcs on Palestinians in the 
An* city, officials said 
Baruch Marzel. a former 
spokesman of the now out- 
lawed anti-Arab movement 
Kach. had repeatedly refused 
police summons to answer 
allegations he was involved in 
a number of assaults on 
Palestinian residents of 
Hebron, 


He was forcibly removed by 
police early Tuesday from his 
home in the heavily guarded 
enclave where some 400 zeal- 
ous Jewish settlers live in the 
centre of Hebron, a city of 
120.000 Palestinians. 

.After being questioned for 
several hours. Marzel was 
released on bail, a police 
spokesman said. 

The Kach movement, which 
calls for the expulsion of Arabs 
from Israel and the occupied 
Palestinian territories, was out- 
lawed in 1994 after a sympa- 


thiser massacred 29 Muslim 
worshippers in Hebron's main 
mosque. 

But the movement's follow- 
ers remain active through vari- 
ous groups including a “Road 
Defence Committee" which 
rcgularlv attacks Palestinian 
cars in the West Bank. 

Israeli troops withdrew from 
85 per cent of Hebron in 
January 19°~ under the terms 
of the Oslo peace accords but 
they remain in control of the 
Jewish settler enclave in the 
citv centre. 


Turkish caricaturist imprisoned 


ANKARA (.AFP) — A carica- 
turist for two pro-Kurdish 
papers which have closed 
down was imprisoned 
Monday in Turkey for "insults 
and attacks on the .stale.” the 
pro-kind daily ITkede 
Gundem reported Tuesday. 

The caricaturist. Dogan 
Guzel, w as held in an Istanbul 
jail having been questioned by 


police last Friday, according lo 
tie paper. 

Mr. Guzel broke article 159 
of the Turkish penal code 
when writing “the cowardly 
repiblic of Turkey” in four of 
his cartoons. He was sen- 
tenced to 10 months for each 
offence — a total of 40 months 
in jail. 

The cartoons were published 


m the daily pro-kind papers 
Ozgur Like and Ozgur 
Gundem. which were already 
under suspicion by the Turkish 
government for publishing 
pn>PKK (Kurdish Labour 
Party) propaganda. 

The caricaturist's lawyer. 
Osman Elgin, said the sen- 
tence showed that the authori- 
ties had no “sense of humour." 


Turkey 
appoints 
independent 
ministers to 
Cabinet 


ANKARA (AP) — Prime 
Minister Mesut Yilmaz 
appointed independent politi- 
cians to head three key min- 
istries Tuesday in a move to 
avoid possible abuse of 
power in the run-up to elec- 
tions in April. 

The ministers for justice, 
transport and the interior 
stepped down in line with 
Turkish laws which say the 
posts must be taken up by 
non-partisan bureaucrats or 
independent politicians. 

Kudu Aktas, die governor 
erf* Istanbul replaced Murat 
BasesgiogJu as interior minis- 
ter in charge of security and 
police. 

Independent lawmaker 
Hasan Denizkurdu replaced 
Justice Minister Oltan 
Sunguriu and Arif Ahmet 
Denizolgun. also an indepen- 
dent. took over die transport 
ministry from Necdet Menzar. 

The non-aligned politicians 
are appointed to bar any 
attempt by ruling parties to 
obstruct election campaign- 
ing by rival parties. 

Parliament last week set 
elections for April 18. a year 
ahead of schedule, in a bid to 
bring some stability to 
Turkish politics. 



98-YEAR-OLD QUEEN MOTHER: The Queen Mother smiles as she receives a birth- 
day gift from a young weliwisher outside her London home, Clarence House, 
Tuesday. The Queen Mother is celebrating her 98th birthday (Reuters photo) 


Yemen imposes death 
penalty on kidnappers 


SANAA (R) — Yemen's presi- 
dent has issued a decree impos- 
ing the death penalty for kidnap- 
ping. the official daily AJ 
Thawra reported 
t Tribes frequently use abduc- 
tions In" vem their grievances 
against the government or for- 
eign oil companies working in 
the country and to push for bet- 
ter services in ihdr often remote 
tribal areas. 

More than 100 foreigners, 
including diplomats bur mainly 
tourists, have been kidnapped 
since 1991 Most were released 
unharmed. 

President All Abdullah Saleh's 
decree, published on Monday, 


called for “the imposition or die 
death penalty for anyone who 
leads a hand of kidnappers ur 
bandits or who loots public or 
private property. Partners in 
crime wiU receive the same pun- 
ishment." 'The ' prudential 
decree has immediate effect, but 
can theoretically be overturned 
by parliament after its current 
summer recess. Parliament, 
which is dominated by Mr. 
Saleh's General People’s 
Congress Party. usually 
approves presidential decrees. 

Yemen’s cabinet last week 
approved a draft law making 
kidnapping and hijacking a 
crime punishable hy dentil. 


Executions in Yemen are usu- 
ally carried out by firing squad. 

Leading tribesmen on Sunday 
condemned the use of kidnap- 
ping lo press for demands and 
pledged to cry peaceful means in 
the future. 

Yemen, a poor nation on the 
southern tip of the Arabian 
peninsula, wants to find new 
sources of income as it imple- 
ments a lough economic reform 
programme. 

A Yemeni official last month 
warned that the country's 
tourism sector, which generated 
revenues of more than S 1 03 mil- 
lion last year, could be hurt by 
the kidnappings. 


U.N. team ends mission in ‘complex’ Algeria 


ALGIERS <R) — A high-profile 
l'.N. panel left Algiers on 
Tuesday saying il now had a 
"clearer idea" o! she situation in 
the violCTKe-:om North African 


country. 

The team flew oul after an 
unprivcdcnjcd fact-finding mis- 
sron which took :l to the sales of 
gruesome massucres of civilians, 
ton high-s<xunty prison and min 
talks with generals, ministers, 
diplomats and opposition fig- 
ures. 

“We have concluded our mis- 
sion that covered the political 
■ecunrs airj economic realities 
in Algeria," former Prune 
Miniver Abdul Karim A1 
Kabaml a pane] member, told 
reporters jt the anport. 

[jo! by former Portuguese 
President Mario Soares, the mx- 
strone group flew to Lisbon to 
prepare a report for U.N. 
Secretary General Kofi Arman 
on its two-week visit 


Before leaving, they held a 
fourth meeting at the airport with 
Algerian Foreign Minister 
Ahmad Anaf. who has coordi- 
nated tlw wide-ranging mission. 

The panel met President 
Liominc Zeroual only once. Mr. 
Kahariti described those talks, 
on Monday, as "thorough and 
very transparent" 

"He IZcroualJ really wrapped 
up the whole situation th.il 
Algeria is living through." he 
said. 

Mr. Soares was more cautious 
during a briefing on Monday 
evening at flic .indent town of 
Giardaia. some 630 kilometres 
south of the capital Algiers. 

“After talking to tens and tens 
of people, (from! the president., 
to the man in the street we obvi- 
ously have a clearer idea of the 
situation." he said 
“But it is still very difficult and 
very complex... for someone 
from abroad in start giving ;in 


opinion." he added. 

Mr. Snores said Mr. Anrcrn 
would take pan in the panel's 
meeting in Lisbon due to start on 
Wednesday and List until August 
II. “We’ll report what we've 
hcan;! and .seen to Mr. Annan. 
He'll do what he sees fit with our 
report." he added. 

Western diplomats said they 
expected Mr. Annan to visit 
Algiers In discuss die report with 
Mr. Zciuti.il before making it 
public. 

Sources close ti» the panel 
iuve .said die team would he 
studying “hundreds of docu- 
ments and testimony" accumu- 
lated during its mission. 

These included charges 
against the army by the opposi- 
tion and human right activists of 
alleged cxlra-jiKlkial killings, 
forced disappearances and tor- 
ture of Islamist opponents. 

Asked if there was any attempt 
by Algeria lo ok.truct their mis- 


sion. Mr. Kahanti said: "Our 
mandate was very clear and wc 
stuck by it. Wc didn't have any 
problems regarding 'xir work 
and access to sources of infor- 
mation.” 

Algeria, eager to dispel wide- 
spread allegations of human 
right abuses, pledged full access 
lo the mission is long as it did 
not meet leaders of the rmw 
hanned Islamic Salvation Front 
tFIS). 

The panel respected dial con- 
dition. but has met lawyers who 
defended FIS leaders ;ind also 
human right activists clove to 
Islamists. 

‘‘Wc were keen m receive 
three lawyers ck«c to Islamists 
so that wc can say in our report 
tiuit wc have listened to all ihc 
parties." Mr. Kabariti said. 

Mr. Kahantr s;iid a planned 
trip to Blida, 50 kilometres south 
of Algiers, lud been cancelled 
for'scoiritv reasons." 


Countdown to crisis starts as Iraq gambles on end to inspections 


By Paul Taylor 
Diplomatic Editor 


LONDON (R) — The count- 
down to a new crisis between 
Iraq and the West has begun 
with President Saddam 
Hussein gambling on forcing 
an end to UN. ams inspec- 
tions and sanctions without 
incurring an American mili- 
tary strike, analysts sav. 

The head of the United 
Nations Special Commission 
(UNSCOM). Richard Butler, 
broke off talks and left 
Baghdad on Tuesday after his 
plan to accelerate the disman- 
tling of Iraq's weapons of 
mass destruction was rejected. 

Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister 
Tareq Aziz accused Mr. Butler 
of playing ’tricks and games” 
at the behest of the United 
States and said Baghdad 
would reassess its relations 


with UNSCOM in the light of 
its "manoeuvre, protraction 
and blackmail." 

His outburst also reflected a 
belief that despite pledges of 
‘light at the end of the tunnel" 
if Iraq cooperated with the 
inspectors, Washington 
remains implacably hostile to 
lifting economic sanctions as 
long as President Saddam 


remains in power. 

“One must assume Iraq has 
decided that whatever cooper- 
ation ft has been providing for 
UNSCOM since February is 
not going to achieve an end to 
the oil embargo by October, so 
what's the point,” said 
Rosemary Hollis, head of the 
Middle East programme at 
Britain's Royal Institute of 
International Affairs. 

The stage is set for a re-run 
of last February's crisis 
between Baehdad and the 


United Nations. But while the 
United Stales has tost further 
ground tn the Middle East 
because of its failure to bring 
about an Israeli withdrawal on 
the West Bank. President 
Saddam's standing in the 
Arab World has improved. 

“What has changed is that 
the Americans won’t want it to 
go so high-profile this time so 
they don't get to the same 
impossible situation as last 
time. So there's reason to 
expect they will seek a way 
out." Ms. Holfis said. 

Tim Trevan. a former politi- 
cal adviser to UNSCOM. said 
President Saddam had picked 
his moment cleverly when the 
United States was preoccu- 
pied by the Monica Lewinsky 
sex scandal and Europe was 
more concerned by the fight- 
ing in Kosovo. 

“Iraq has pn^hahly crime to 


the conclusion that the West’s 
will to threaten war has dissi- 
pated entirely, sn why should 
il even go through the motions 
of cooperating with 
UNSCOM." Mr. Trevan said. 

“It Is very reasonable to 
doubt whether the internation- 
al community has that will at 
present.” Mr. Trevan said the 
crisis was likely u> build sk*w- 
ly. given divisions in the U.N. 
Security Council, and Iraq 
might even expel UNSCOM 
cfrnplctely. at the risk of over- 
playing its hand. 

The United Sues and 
Britain might yet decide that 
UNSCOM had run its course 
and seek alternative ways of 
constraining Iraq’s ability to 
rebuild an arena] of chemical 
are! biological weapons with 
the missiles lo deliver tlicm. 
he said. 

In a speech on July 1 7 mark- 


ing the 30th anniversary of die 
1%K coup that brought his 
Boath Party to power. 
President Saddam told Iraqis 
the sanctions imposed in the 
Gulf War would gradually 
crumble rather than be lifted 
by the U.N. Security Council. 

If he believes Washington is 

bent on keeping unctions and 
Arab countries arc so cxaspvr- 
alcd with US. Middle hast 
policy that they will gradually 
trade with him anyway, the 
only incentive for him to 
cooperate with INSf'OM 
would be fear of a military 
strike that could smash his 
grip on power, analysts ;uguc. 

That prospect seems more 
remote than in February, when 
U.N. Secretary -General Kofi 
Annan brokered an agreement 
to avert a the threat of li S. and 
British bombing. 

Under the ileal. Iraq rescind- 


ed tlie expulsion ot American 
an ns monitors in return for 
“while-glove" diplomatic 
accompaniment for inspec- 
tions of so-called prcsklcntiul 

sites. 

The United Slates withdrew 
one of its two aircraft carrier 
batik groups from the Gulf in 
April and Britain pulled out its 
only carrier. 

Washington Post cnlunmixt 
Jim Hoagland reported (hat 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 
had secretly decided at lliut 
time not to retaliate automati- 
cally against President 
Saddam if the inspectors were 
kicked out again. 

To reassemble such a force 
for the second lime in a year 
would he slow and expensive 
and also require n major air 
campaign if tkeighbcxiring 
Saudi Arabin and Turkey 
again refused to make tlieir 


bases available, os happened 
in February. 

Political support lor military 
action apunst Iraq might be 
even more difficult to assem- 
ble. given persistent divisions 
in the Security Council, dead- 
lock m the Arab- Israeli peace 
process and a widespread 

Iraq fatigue" in Western pub- 
lic opinion eight year, almost 
lo the day after FYcsidcm 
Saddam invaded Kuwait. 

The United States could 
argue that it has authurity to 
strike Iraq without consulting 
the Security Council by virtue 
of ;» March resolution which 
threatened the "severest cm- 
saiucnces'' if Baghdad 
“fctfucled Ihc arms inspectors 
again. 

But Russia France and 
Owm would certain in fa. 
agree and press tor a dinln- 
ituittc solution. 


Spanking 
children reduces 
their intelligence 


WASHINGTON (R> — 

Children who are never 
spanked, or hardly ever 
spanked, fare better on some 
intelligence tests than children 
who are frequently smacked, 
researchers say. ft could be 
because parents who do not 
spank their children spend 
more time talking to them and 
reasoning with them, the 
researchers said. "Some par- 
ents think this is a waste of 
time, but research shows that 
such verbal parent-child inter- 
actions entrance the child's 
cognitive ability." 


On top 
of the symbol 


PUDDLETOWN (AFP) — 
A British couple told Tuesday 
how they' spent five years try- 
ing for a baby only to con- 
ceive after having sex on top 
of an ancient hillside fertility 
symbol. Andy and Sandy 
Thorn made love on the 60- 
metre long. Ceme Abbas 
Giant carved onto a chalk hill- 
side near their home in 
Puddletown on the south coast 
last August. Six weeks later, in 
October 34-year-old Sandy 
found she was pregnant and 
two weeks ago she gave birth 
to Ryan. 


Why not in 
the summer? 


ROME (R) — Italian men 
claim to be remarkably faith- 
ful during the summer when 
many wives are away at die 
beach or in the mountains 
with the children, a poll 
showed, just 20 per cent of the 
men questioned, said they 
would consider betraying 
their wives in their absence. 
While 24 per cent said they 
become unfaithful to combat 
loneliness. 18 per cent srfid 
they were convinced their 
partners would do the same 
and 15 per cent because they 
were sexually bored. Another 
11 per cent said their irre- 
sistible urges were provoked 
by the summer weather, while 
10 per cent said they betrayed 
their wives all year round, so 
why not in the summer? 


Less skin at 
Mississippi 


GULFPORT (AP) — 
Showgirls dancing at two 
casinos on ihe Mississippi 
Gulf Coast have been ordered 
to show less skin. State 
Alcohol Beverage Control 
agents called for more mod- 
esty after taking a peck ai 
some of the Las Vegas- style 
shows. Costumes were altered 
to add fabric to thongs at 
Biloxi's Grand Theatre and 
the Grand Showroom in 
Gulfport. 


Painting 
with blood 


VIENNA (R) — Austrian 
artist Hermann Nitsch. ignor- 
ing the protests of animal 
rights activists, defiantly led 
the start of a six-day festival 
during which he planned tn 
kill pigs and bulls and paint 
pictures with Iheir blood The 
controversial show went 
ahead despite protests from 
former French screen actress 
Brigitte Bardot and Austrian 
far-right Freedom Party leader 
Jceig Haider. 


Extinct dove not 
extinct afterall 


Washington (Rj — us. 

researchers said they had 
found a treasure trove of 
species, on the tiny, linlc- 
kno’.vn Caribbean island of 
Navassa. A dove thought to 
have bam extinct and .several 
undocumented plant speck? 
were found on the island in the 
Greater Antilles. "We suspect- 
ed that the expedition would 
identify .surprisingly large 
number, of spxftV' Roger 
McManus, president of tfc 
Washington-based Centre fir 
M.inne Cnnscrvaion, which 
took pan in the stud)', said in S 
statement. “Wc arc thrilled 
that the team’s findings have 
uwro than exceeded on 
expectations." 
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